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PRE FA CE. 
7 H E Author of Julian is one of thoſe bold Wits, 
who. ſometimes ſtrike new Light into an obſcure 
sand intricate Subject, by the meer Dint of daring. 
Animated with the Fire of this extraordinary Talent, 
be has puſhed his Way to ſome curious and valuable 
Diſcoveries, and on that Account ſhall always have 
my juſt Tribute of Reſpect and Eſteem. For theſe Rea- 
ſons, in peruſing any Piece of his, I look not aſquint 
upon the harmleſs Blemiſbes incident to a Charatter of 
this Kind, The ill ſorted Materials, the aukward 
Manner, uncouth Connexions, and the turgid Style, 
bave not Charms enough.to engage my Attention. Theſe, 
in paſſing to the principal Point, I willingly overlook, 
and am content to jog along with bim, tho" the Road 
be ſomewhat blind, hobbling and plaſhy : For provided it 
brings me at laſt into a fair opening of ſome uſeful or en- 
gtertaining Truth; Here I fit down with great Satisfac- 
tion, and in contemplating her Beauty, ſoon forget all 
the Tediouſneſs of the Way, as well as the little Follies 
0 — Vatary, who has put ber into ſuch an ungainly 
Dreſs. | 
But there is another more dangerous Foible, 
which often clings cloſe to theſe Ætbereal Spirits; and 
againſt whoſe treacherous Allurements they are ſeldom 
enough upon their Guard. Imean the bewitching Charm 


ol Novelty. This, wherever it gets Poſſeſſion, akways 
proves a maſt er Folly, and if indulged, quickly grows into 
Ds a a 


Subject by this dangerous Humour 


i PREPTECE 
a darling boſom Idol. Nor is the ſacred Nature, or high 


| Importance of the Subject any Fence againſt its Power. 


bow down and ſurrender themſelves willing Victims 
to its Omnipotency. Hence it is, that when a Genius 
of this adventurous Turn, unluckily chances to be fancy- 
firuck with any new Canceit, leh it be never ſoUnſubſian» 
fa, Airy,” and Chimerical, we ſce the Judgment pro- 
ently becoming a Dupe to the Imagination, and Rea- 
ſon_aukwargly. labouring to realize a Phantom, and 


Lune Materials for the Baſis of a Viſion. 

Ho far our Author bas been miſled in the preſent 
| your of perpetually 
kaving the Path, and walking upon Precipices, will 
be ſeen in peruſing the following Sheets. - 3 
In the mean time, I will do him this Juſtice, that, if 
he be miſtaken, it is an honeſt” Miſtake; and Jam per- 
ſuaded, he did not intend to impoſt an idle Tale upon 
the Credulity of others, nothing at all of which he him- 
felf believed. On the Contrary, I think it paſt all 
reaſonable. Doubt, that he was firſt deluded, and had 
fairly put the Cheat upon himſelf, before he- ventured 
60 obtrude it ſo triumphantly upon the Public. 
Upon the Whole then, fince the Time and Pains 
taken upon this Subjett, however fruitleſs they 
may prove in the Iſſue, dave notwithſtanding been 
laid out with a good Deſign. to ſupport the Pretenſi- 
ons, and promote the Honour of true Religion ; This 
Fincerity in the Undertaking, J own, inelines me # 
view. it in no unamiable Ligbt; and that ſingle Quality 
of an honeſt Heart in my Mind ſufficiently attones for 
all its Weakneſſes, „ REI a 
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HEN I firſt took this Piece into my 
Hands, I began very orderly with the 
VV Introduction firſt. It was natural to 
expect ſomething here preparatory to the Subject 
of the Book, ſome previous Obſervations made or 
Rules laid down, which it was proper to furniſh the 
Reader with before his Entrance upon the Work. 
But in this I found myſelf greatly miſtaken, for 
the Author had a Deſign of a quite different Nature 

He ſets out, tis true, with a Profeſſion to ſay a 
Word or two in behalf of the Fathers, as his Sub- 
ject, he ſays (and very juſtly ſays) required him. 
But with theſe Words almoſt in his Mouth he faces 
about with ſurprizing Briſkneſs, immediately joins 
the Party of Meſſrs. Daille, Barbeyrac and Middleton, 
and that Load of Infamy which was made up be- 
fore, and laid upon the Backs of the Fathers by theſe 
open Enemies, is here tied down and made faſt to 
them by a pretended Friend. 

However, to make all the Amends for this Con- 
duct that lay in his Power, They are ſet upon the ſame 
Bench with their contemporary Sophi/ts; where They 
are complimented with the Honour of the firſt 
Place. And the Pegans can't take this amiſs; for 
in ſome Points of Scholarſhip, for Inſtance in Elo- 
quence, Ethics, Antiquity and Philoſophy, the Chri- 
ftians, he ſays, are indiſputably their Betters: And 
no doubt the courteous Reader will think this fully 
made out, ſince the Author has given him his 
Word for it; and affures him, upon his own Au- 

| a 2 thority, 


„% INTRODUCTION. 
thority, that St. Chry/oſthm has more good Senſe 
than Plate; and (which is ſtill better) that he may find 
in Laantius almoſt as many good Words as in Tully. 
But all this while, as Fathers of the Church and 
_ Chriſtian Divines, he avers, they were ſo far from 
having any true Knowledge or Underſtanding in 
the Principles of that Faith in which they profeſſed 
to inſtruct others, that, as Teachers, they corrupted 
the ſimple Majeſty of its Doctrines, with the My- 
ſteries, Fables and Allegories then in Faſhion 3 
and, as: Diſputants, they betrayed the Purity of its 
eternal Truths, by perpetually flying off to Shifts 
.and Sopbiſtry in the Defence of their Cauſe againſt 
the Infidels and Hereticks. In ſhort, if we can 
confide in this their Champion, Theſe Men were 
undoubtedly the moſt eminent Sophiſts of their 
Times. They were compleat Adepts in all the 
metetricious Arts of an adulterate Eloquence, had 
a maſterly Skill and Addreſs in the Uſe of all the 
Quirks and Quibbles of a bad Logic, and were 
profoundly read in the Syſtem of a fabulous and 
magical Philoſophy. A heavy Charge indeed ! 
However, our Author was eaſy to join in this Cry 
.of their Enernies, becauſe he had, in his own Opi- 
nion, provided before- hand a ſure Preſervative 
which would effectually ſave their Characters from 
receiving any Harm. For has he not ſnewn how 
all this heavy Load of Infamy may be ſhifted off the 
Men and laid (where it ought to be) on the parti- 
cular Vice of the Times in which they lived? Now I 
dare ſay, the moſt inveterate Enemies which the 
Church has, will not be backward in embracing the 
Advantage given them by ſuch a Conceſſion, and in 
return to the Compliment herein made them, will 
join heartily with him in this ſtale Cry of O Tempora. 
For what is it which theſe Enemies aim at? Is it 
not to make the Fathers appear to be really con- 


temptible 


INTRODUCTION. „ 
temptible Divines? And is not this allow'd to be 
Fatt? That Evidence therefore which is produced 
to ſhew how they came to be ſo, at the ſame Time 
confirms the Truth of the Charge. e SON 

But the worſt is ſtill behind. This Method of 
apologizing for the Fathers is big with Miſchief of 
a more malignant Taint; a Miſchief which in its 
Conſequences threatens to ſubvert the whole Syſtem 
of Chriſtianity. For it may be aſked, How it came 
to paſs, that theſe Fathers, who with. ſuch di- 
ſtinguiſhed Advantages 'of Parts and Learning 
made the Study of the Scriptures their particular 
Profeſſion and Employment, had not their Minds 
purged from theſe groſs Errors by frequently 
contemplating the great Truths revealed in thoſe 
Scriptures. Surely (will the Unbelievers cry) 
theſe Books can never be the Fountains, whence, as 
we are told, Truth flows with untainted Puri 
and undiminiſhed Splendor ; and the pretended 
Energy and Powerfulneſs of theſe Writings to pu- 
rify, and exalt the Underſtanding, are nothing but 
ſo many vain and empty Boaſtings. 

*Tis true, this Conſequence was obſerved; but 
the Enemy was now in Poſſeſſion of the Ground 
proper for making the Attack; the Fort was 
given up, and the Captain in no Condition to 
recover it. However, this Juſtice ſhall be done 
him ; he has made ſome Attonement for this Slip, 
and has gone ſo far as to hint a Defence for Chri- 
ſtianity ; more than a Hint the Occaſion of his 
Diſcourſe would not admit: And beſides this ſup- 
poled © Impotency of our holy Religion to direct 
and enlarge the Reaſon in the Diſcovery and Ad- 
« yancement of moral Truth” has been ſufficiently - 
proved to be a groundleſs Miſtake by others. 
Here then he was prevented, for we know. from 
his own Words *, that it is not his Way to repcat 


what 


4 Julian, p · 133. 
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what others have done before him. And however 
w ours may be apt to ſuggeſt that this Remark 
is nothing-elſe but a little Incenſe thrown to his 
own Idol. yet I think ſuch a Suggeſtion would be 
the Effect of meer Malice : For I am fully per- 
ſuaded that it is a Right to which in general he has 

& juſt and undoubted Claim. ; 

But now what becomes of the Cauſe of the Fa- 

 thers, for ſince, (as we have ſeen) their Religion 
ſtands clear, the Charge again recoils upon them. 
If the Vice of the Times was no Hindrance in ex- 
erting themſelves ſo as to excell their Contempora- 
ries in human Literature, how happened it that 
the ſame Vice had ſo great an Aſcendancy over 
their Theology? The Imputation bears ſo much 
harder againſt them too in that Article, as they 
bad the Advantage of drawing their Knowledge upon 
this Subje& from the Spring-head of thoſe Truths, 
and beſides had there before their Eyes St. Paut's | 
(a) expreſs Caution againſt this. particular Vice, 
which is now made their Excuſe. This then is the 
moſt intereſting Point. Here eſpecially they ſtand 
in need of an Advocate. But here, I am ſorry to 
fay it, they are all given up in a Lump univerſally ind 
abſolutely without any Diſtinctious, Savings, or 
Exceptions; ſuch as their Caſe clearly and readily 
admits ot; ſuch as common Juſtice and Candour 
calls for; and which Friendſhip therefore ſurely 
would not have neglected to interpoſe in their Be- 
half. In ſhort, in this laſt View the Imputation 
lies ſo heavy, that for fear it ſhould be thought 
a Miſtake, or ſuſpected — to be an Aggra- 
vation, it ' will be neceflary to give the whole Ac- 
count in the Words of the Author himſelf. , 

He begins his Account of the Vice of the Times 

with telling us, that from the earlieſt Antiquity 
the 


(a) 1 Cor. i. 17. 
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the .Cultivation of the Art of reaſoning on. the 
Subject of Morality was in the Hands of wrangling 
Orators and futil Sophifts, who were fucceeded by 
Sceptic and Dogmatic Philoſophers, and all of them 
aſſiſted by Logicians without common Senſe, and 
Geometers without Genihs. Now it is notorious, 
that thoſe great Maſters of Antiquity Ariſtotle, 
' Xenophon, Demoſthenes, and Cicero, all flouriſned in 
' theſe Times; all wrote on this Subject; and their 
Writings were always held in the higheſt Eſteem 
and Veneration. But is there any Thing of this 
faſhionable Futility, Sophiſtry, Enthufiaſm, or ſcep- 
tical Immorality, to be found in this Part of 
their Writings ? And did not theſe Writings come 
in their full Reputation down to the Primitive Fa- 
thers ? Nay, were they not efteemed, in the Times 
when thoſe Fathers lived, to be the great Models 
of Compoſition on this very Subject of Morality ? 
»Tis true, this, as well as other Branches of Learn- 
ing, has been continually peſtered in all Ages with 
ignorant . Pretenders and knaviſh Impoſtors, who 
have drawn the Herd of Mankind after them. 
But Men of Senſe and true Genius have always 
kept clear from the general Corruption. What 
Sort of an Opinion then are we led in, to entertain 
of the Fathers, for whom no better a Plea is found 
than this general Corruption? 
After this Harangue of the State of moral 
Learning in the earlieſt Times, he goes on thus: 
„ Such was the State and Condition of the 
« Human Underſtanding in the ancient World 
« (rather a mechanical than a moral Cultivation of 
% Reaſon) when CarisTIANITY aroſe, and on 
« ſuch Principles as were beſt fitted to correct 
e thoſe very Prion and Prejudices, which had fo 
« long and ſo fatally retarded the Progreſs of 
Truth. It would require a juſt Volume to treat 
„e this Matter as it deſerves, The Nature of my 


a 4 | % Work 
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Work will not allow me to enlarge upon it. 1 
can only give a ſingle Inſtance, but an Inſtance 
« Im rtance, namely the Uſe of the Chriſtian Prin- 
« eiples, in diſcovering the true Eng of Man; and 
40 in Aireing him to the right Means of attaining it. 
The Knowledge of the Ons Gop, as the mo- 
« ral and immediate Governor of the 1 9 
« directly leads us to the ſupreme Good, and the 
« Doctrine of FaiTH, the firſt and only religious 
Principle, and that too of poſitive Religion, 
& which ever inſpired the Love of 7. ruth, enables 
4 us to procure it. 
« In the Pagan World, the End was totally 
_ < obſcured by their having always kept out of 
« Sight the * God, that ſupreme Good, which, 
cc 
«c 


therefore, they mult needs ſearch in vain : And 
4 the mean intirely loſt by their having introduced 
_« a Number of falſe ones, whoſe diſcordant Pre- 
« tenſions and vicious Examples had quite abſorb- 
ed the Love of Truth. | 

« Theſe were amongſt the great Principles re- 
« vealed by Heaven for the Advancement of 
| & moral Knozwledee : And in God's good Time 
« they had therefore their Effect: Ibo indeed 
ec Ar e with the lateſt. For it is not to be 
« difſembled, that here, as in moſt other caſes i in 
« the moral World, the Perverſity of Man ſoon 
« ran counter to God's Providence; which had 
« ſo admirably fitted and diſpoſed Things for a 
« general Reform. 

I have ſaid, the Fathers were at leaſt equal, or 
« rather ſuperior to thoſe Gentile ' Writers, their 
« Contemporaries, whom we moſt affect to ad- 
« mire : I ſhall now explain the unhappy Cauſes 
e in which Religion and Reaſon ſuffered equally 
* (as they always will ſuffer together) why the Fa- 
6 thers did not, in Exactneſs of their Logic, and 

in the Purity of Ethics, infinitely ſurpaſs them. 


4 6c The 
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* The firſt Preachers of the Goſpel were the 
es inſpired Meſſengers of the Won v. They com- 
emitted its Dictates to Wricing 3 and with that 
Purity, and confequently with that Splendor, in 
which they drew them from the Fountain of 
£ Truth. . 4 
« Their immediate Followers, whom we are wont 
ge to call the Apoftolic Fathers, received at their hands 
4 the Doctrine of Life, in all the Simplicity of Un- 
% gerſtanding as well as Heart. It cannot be ſaid 
& their Writings do much Honour to the rational 
* Syblimity of ſacred Truth; but then they have 
“ not hurt or violated its Integrity. For falſe Phi- 
t lofophy had not yet made Havock of the Faith, 
« tho it was then indeed beginning to work. If, 
« in their Writings, we fee but little of that 
tc manly Elegance of Reafon, which makes the 
60 Scriptures ſo truly reſpectable, it muſt be al- 
& lowed however, there is as little of thoſe adul- 
tc terate Ornaments, which their Succeſſors brought 
„ from the Brothels of Philoſophy to adorn the 
* Sanctity of Religion: And let me add further, 
* that tho? the early Proſpect of Things may not 
<« be, in all Reſpects, what we could wiſh it; yet 
« there is one Circumſtance, which does great 
Credit to our holy Faith: It is this, That as the 
Integrity and Dignity of its ſimple and perfect 
« Nature refufed all Fellowſhip with the adulte- 
* rate Arts of Grecian Learning; ſo the admira- 
„ ble Diſplay of divine Wiſdom in diſpoſing the 
“ Parts, and conducting the Courſe of the grand 
« Syſtem of Redemption, was not to be tolerabl 
« apprehended but by an improved and well dif- 
„ ciplined Underſtanding. Both theſe Qualities 
*« ſuited the Nobility of its Original. It could 
bear no Communion with Error; and was as 
„ little fitted to conſort with Ignorance. | 
„ The Men of Science were not the firſt who 


attended 
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attended to the Call of the Goſpel. It was not 
« likely, they ſhould be the firſt. Their Station 
<< preſented many Prejudices againſt it. It was 
« taught by ſimple and unlettered Men, whoſe 
Condition they held in Contempt; and it re- 
« quired that they who had been till now the 
Teachers of Mankind, ſhould become Learners. 
« The Doctrines of the Goſpel had indeed this to 
« recommend them, that they were rational; but 
the Philoſophers were already no Strangers to 
<« thoſe Principles of natural Religion which Chri- 
e ſtianity adopted, ſuch as the Unity of the God- 
head, his moral Government, and the eſſential 
Difference between Good and Evil. The At- 
© teſtations to its Truth were wonderful; but 
<« theſe, their Principles of falſe Philoſophy enabled 
| <« them to evade: So that their Paſſions and Pre- 
1 .« judices, for ſome Time, ſupported them in 
i 1 s holding out againſt all the Conviction of Goſ- 
— 14 „% pel- Evidence. | 
$i! „ But it was not fo with plainer Men. They 
It | e ſubmitted to its Force with leſs Reluctance. 
wi « Philoſophy had ſecreted from them what it 


10 taught, of moſt reaſonable, concerning God 
Wi and his Attributes; ſo that the Region which 
11 4 openly delivered theſe Things, of ſuch Repoſe 


ol « and Comfort to the human Mind, was eagerly 
[FE « embraced by them. And as the Grecian 
« Wiſdom could not keep them from receiving 
te the Truth when offered, ſo neither did that falſe 

« Science tempt them to vitiate it after they had 
received it, and were become the Preachers of it. 
They were apt indeed to fall into the other ex- 

<« treme, and (by conſidering of how little Uſe 
_« Philoſophy had ever been to Mankind “, and 
how violently it now oppoſed the new Religion 

* © which had Mankind for its Object) to neglect or 
* Eft enim Philoſophia paucis contenta Judicibus, Multitudi- 
nem conſulto ipſa fugiens. Cic. Tuſcul. gueſt. 1. ii. e. 3. 4 
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INTRODUCTION: xm 
$ avoid all human Literature, without Diſtinction. 
„ They ſaw, in the Power of Miracles, a more ef- 
4 ficacious Way of propagating the Faith: And 
te they thought they ſaw, in St. Paul's Cenſure of 


4 the Grecian Science, the Condemnation of all 


« human Literature, in general. St. Paul had 


se himſelf abſtained from their meretricious Elo- 


* quence, and had cautioned Poſterity againſt their 
* magical Philoſophy. The Firft, leſt it ſhould 
« occaſion a Suſpicion, that the Faith had made 


3 its Way rather by the Arts of human Speech, 
than by the Power of the Spirit: The Latter, 


« becauſe he ſaw it fatally framed to infect Religi- 
4 on; and had ſome Experience, and more divine 
„ Foreſight, that it would ſpeedily do. 

& Indeed the Time was at Hand. For the con- 
« victive Evidence, and rapid Progreſs of the Goſ- 
«© pel had ſo ſhaken and diſconcerted Learned Pride, 
te that the next Age ſaw a Torrent of Believers 
* pour in, from the Schools of their Rhetors, the 
« Colleges of their Philoſophers, and the Cloiſters 
te of their Prieſts. The Sincerity of theſe illuſtrious 
« Converts in embracing a Religion which did not 
<« hold out, ſo much as in diſtant Proſpect, any Ad- 
“ vantages of the temporal Kind, cannot be fairly 
brought in Queſtion. Their Diſcretion, their 


Prudence, were the Things wanting. For that 
7 5+ Paſſionof new Converts, Zeal, which is then leaſt 
2x < under the Direction of Knowledge when it moſt 
* needs it, hindered them from making their Ad- 
„ vantages of the Principles of Revelation; ſo ad- 


* mirably fitted, as we have ſhewn, to improve 
human Nature on that Side where its Perfection 
“ lies, I mean, in the high Attainments of moral 
Science. For, inſtead of reaſoning from Truths 


clearly revealed, and fo from Things known, to 


% advance, 
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« advance, by due Degrees, in the Method of the 
C Mathematicians, to the Difcovery of Truths un- 
4 known, They traveſted obſcure Uncertainties, 
4% nay, manifeſt Errors into Truth; and ſought in 
« Philoſophy and Logic Analogies and Quibbles to 
„ ſupport them. 5 | 
« Their two great Objects as became them, 
cc were to-increaſe the Number of Believers ; and 
6 to defend the Faith againſt Ihfidels and Heretics. 
„„ Amongſt the Means they employed for the 
4 ſpeedy Converſion of the World, one was to bring 
6c Chriſtianity as near to the Genius of the Gentile 
« Religion, and of the Greek Philoſophy *, as could 
« be done with a ſafe Conſcience, and without Of- 
« fence. They thought it prudent to avail them- 
« ſelves of the Prejudices of Paganiſm; and per- 
« haps they themſelves were not free from all R- 
« mains of thoſe Prejudices. The Jewiſh Law, ill 
« underſtood, ſatisfied them in the Innocence of 
de theſe Means. They ſaw there Compliances 
« made by God himſelf to the Prejudices and Su- 
<« perſtitions of the Times. But they did not ſee ! 
« that a local Worſhip, inſtituted for peculiar and 
« temporary Ends, was to be conducted on Maxims | 
« different from thoſe of a general Religion, whoſe 
« Purity was erected on the univerſal Principles 


2 Tt is very obſervable, that while the Fathers were thus diſho- © 
nouring Chriſtianity by giving it the faſhionable Air of Paganiſm, 7 
the Philoſophers, on their Side, were as buſy in reforming and 
purifying their Syſtems on the Model of the great Truths of Re- 
velation, {See Div. Leg.] And, what is yet more Strange, this 
mutual Approach till kept them at an irreconciled Diſtance. For 

the Advances on both Sides were only, that each might keep their 
own Ground the better; the Philoſophers, by conciliating the Rea- 
ſon ; the Fathers, by indulging to the Paſſions ; into which differ. 2 

ent Conduct they were equally betrayed by the Condition of our 

common Nature, unable either te bear pure and ſimple Truth, or 
groſs and undiſguiſed Error, | h 
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& of Spirit and Truth. They did not ſee that one 
« Mean was to be purſued when the End was to 
« keep a choſen Family from the Contagion of peſ- 
« tiferous Idolatry; and another, when Idolaters were 
< to be invited into the Profeſſion of ſaving Faith. 
„ There were two things in Paganiſm, which, as 
« they excite and kept up the moſt amuſing exer- 
« cifſe of the Mind, Admiration, did, more than 
« any other, hold the People attached to Idolatry; 
« and theſe were myſterious Rites and hidden Doc- 
« frines. | 
One would think it hard to find an equivalent 
« for theſe in fo ſimple and perfect a Religion as 
« the Chriſtian; yet the figurative Expreſſions in 
« the Inſtitution of the /aſt Supper, and the frequent 
« mention of Myſteries in the Apoſtolic Writings, 
«c though it be of Myſteries whichthe Genius of the 


' « the Goſpel had revealed, not of ſuch as it had in- 


« vented, gave Occaſion to Accommodators to ſpeak 
<« of the Celebration of the /aſ# Supper as a hidden 
„Rite, to which they applied all the Terms in uſe 


at the Celebration of the Pagan Myſteries; and 


« of the Doctrine of Redemption, as one of thoſe 
« ſublime and hidden Doctrines, which the fanatic 
« Platoniſts, the faſhionable Sect of thoſe Times, 
« boaſted they had in Truſt, for the Purification 
« and Advancement of human Nature *, 

« This myſterious Genius of Paganiſm, together 


b This will account for a Circumſtance that never fails of giving 
Scandal to the Readers of Church-Hiftory : Which is, that the 
Principles and Doctrines of the Ancient Heretics were infinitely 
more ſhocking and abſurd than thoſe of any modern SeFaries. The 
Reaſon (we ſee) is that the ancient Heretics formed their Tenets 
on the Principle of Pagan Philoſophy; while the modern Sectaries 
form theirs on the Books of ſacred Scripture. And though the one 
was on Philoſophy reformed and purified and the other is on the 
Bible perverted and miſunderſtood, yet the Difference in favour 
of the Latter becomes immenſe. 


« with 
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« with its popular Abſurdities, naturally and ne- 
« ceſſarily produced a Method of teaching, which 
« always pleaſes the Imagination in Proportion as 
« it diſguſts the Judgment, that is to ſay, the Me- 
cc thod- of Allegory. An Art excellently fitted to 
« cover the early Follies of vulgar Gentiliſm, 
« and to ornament the late Knaveries of the Phi- 
« loſepbic; but very abhorrent of the Genius of 
« Chriſtianity, where every thing was rational, 
„ and. every thing plain and open. Yet as Alle- 
* gory was become the general Vehicle of Inſtruc- 
« tion, and that which particularly diſtinguiſhed 
« rhe School of Plato, the — who leaned moſt 
« towards that Sect, thought fit to accommodate 
« themſelves to the Faſhion. They allegorized 
te every thing; and their Succeſs was ſuch as might 
« 5. hi expected from ſo abſurd a Meaſure. , Here, 
again, Judaiſm, miſunderſtood, ſupported them 
in in chi udged Expedient. For the Law is full 
« of —— and figurative. Repreſentations. 
And with great Propriety, as that Religion was 
« dependent on, and preparatory to the Goſpel: 
« which, being its End and Completion, required to 
te have ſome Shadow of itſelf delineated in the 
« Means. Butthis, which ſhewsthe Uſe of Allegories 
te to be reaſonable in the Old Teſtament, ſhews the 
« Folly of expecting them in the New. For when 
« the Subſtance was advanced, and placed in full 
« Light, the Shadow was of Courle to be caſt be- 
« hind, Yet, by the moſt unaccountable Perver- 
« firy, the very Reaſon which the Apoſtle gives for 
te the Neceſſity of interpreting the Law figuratively, 
„that the Letter klleth, but the Spirit giveth Life, 
« was made the Authority for uſing the Goſpel in 
« the ſame Manner. 
We have faid, that the School to which the 
« Fathers chiefly inclined, was the Academy. There 
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« jg a Paſſage in St. Auſtin, which ſhews to what 
« Exceſs the Authority of Plato was carried. In 
his Confeſſions, he returns Thanks to God for 
having made the Books of Plate, an Inſtrument 
« of redeeming him from the Errors of Maniebeiſin.” 
« His Partialities for that Philoſopher muſt have 
« ſtrangely blinded him; for, humanly ſpeaking,' 


| 1 | © nothing could have more contributed to keep 
XZ © him a Manichean than the Doctrines of Plato, 


« who held two coeternal Principles, God and Mut- 
<« ey, and that the Larter was the Cauſe of Evil. 
« This Fondneſs for the Academy aroſe partly 
from its being the Philoſophy in Faſhion, and 
« partly becauſe (in Conſequence of that) ſeveral 
« of the Fathers came from that School into the 
Church; but chiefly becauſe they had entertained 
& er Hopes of bringing over the Platoniſts to 
& the Faith, which, as Plato was in the higheſt Credit, 
would be a Victory over Philoſophy in general. 
« What they ſeemed to ground their Hopes upon 
« was the ſceptical Diſpoſition of the Academy, as 
in its firſt Inſtitution. The ſoberer Platoniſts 


3 © profeſſed to ſeek Truth; and were not aſhamed 


© Plata calls God the ſovereign Architect, who created the Uni- 
verſe and the Gods, and who does what he pleaſes both in Heaven 
and on Earth, and among the Infernals. De Repub. This firſt 
Principle he calls the Being, the Unity, the Same, and the Evil 
Principle he calls the Other. 1bid. And tho' he held that Matter 
exiſted from Eternity, yet he ſuppoſes it to be produced by, and to 
be Dependent upon the firſt Principle of all Things: And the lat- 
ter Platoniſts deny that their Maſter held Matter to be co-eternal 
with that firſt Principle, in the proper Senſe of the Word. There- 
dre Se. Auſtin might find enough in the Books of Plato, to con- 
vince him of the Error of the Manicheans, who held two eternal 
neceſſary and independent Principles Good and Evil, which after a 
long Struggle com promized the 1 them. Whence 
exme{(/ay they) that Mixture of Good and Evil. which i ſeen in the 
World. — 80 that this needleſs, as well as groundleſs Cenſure of 


that Father, might have been ſpared by the Author, even for his 
own Credit, : 


Wl 


ww INTRODUC,T;:lO N. 
« to own. they could noe ind it It was therefore 
1 imagined wo y receive it, in Doc- 
a 2822725 deduced and ſo clearly revealed. 
« Butin this they were deceived; for Uncertainty is 
dc not the State and Condition of the Sceptic's Know- 
4 — but the Printiple and the Genius of it: And 
tc it was de g from the fundamental Laws of 
. « their Profeſſion to acknowledge any thing Cer- 
« tain, As for the enthuſiaſtic Part bf this Sect, 
* which was now daily getting Ground, the magic 
«' to-which they were ſo madly given, kept them 
« confined within its Circle. This and ſome ma». 
« nifeſt Miſchiefs, which even the warmeſt of the 
« Fathers could not but perceive, made them ever 
4 and anon, when in ill Humour with a Heretic, to 
« execratethe Schools of Plato, Ariſtotle, Pythagoras,: 
« &c. and denounce each of them, in their Turns, 
« to be the great Nurſeries of Error: as Tertulliam 
did of the Chief of them, whocalls Platoni/m, the 
« common Seaſoning of Hereſy ©. But, falſely ſuppoſ- 
« ing that the Evil aroſe from this or that particu- 
. lar Sect, when it had its Root in the Conſtitution 
of them all, they went on exclaiming againſt 
« their particular Do#trines, and theologizing and 
«reaſoning on their general Principles. We ſay, the 
« Fathers would ſometimes call the Greek Philo- 
« ſophy the Nurſery of 3 Nothing is more 
« true. And yet all the Difference between the 
« Orthodox and the Heretics, as far as concerned 
« their Application of Philoſophy to Religion, 
« was only from leſs to more. The Orthodox em- 
40 — it to explain Articles of Faith; and the 
eretics to invent them. 
« Thus much for a Taſte of the Didactic Theo- 
« logy of the Fathers. Their Polemic ſavoured as 


« ſtrongly 


© Omniam Hæreticorum condimentarium. 
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« ſtroñgly of the ſame impure Mixture. For the 
4 Form of Argument, and Force of Confutation, 
came from the. ſame Shops : From the teaching 
« Rhetors they learnt the Art of reaſoning by Si- 
e militudes and Analogies; from the talking Ora- 
<« tors, that capital Argument, called ad hominem ; 
„ and from the wrangling Academic Philoſophers, 
the Addreſs of ing any ſort of Principles to ſup- 


port their own Opinions, or confute their Ad- 


X <« verſaries. The three laſting Bars to the Diſco- 
very and Advancement of Truth. 
« But Matters ſtill grew from bad to worſe; till 
& one black Cloud of blind Credulityhad overſpread 
e the Weſtern World: This was followed by a Spiri- 
C tual Dominion, which took Advantage of the Diſ- 
“ orders occaſioned bythecontinued[nroads of fierce 
ce Barbarians, to ſtrike its Roots deep and wide in 
the fat and lumpiſh Soil of Gothic Ignorance. For 
« as a Temporal Tyranny maintains itſelf by corrupt 
« Manners, ſo does a Spiritual by corrupt Doctrines. 
And, as in large Empires ſubject to the Former, 
* the Luxury of Vice runs into Delicacies; ſo in 
„* thoſe of the Latter, the Abſurdity of Doctrines 
converts itſelf into Subtilties. Hence the Ori- 
a ginal of the School ux's Art; as we find it 
„ completed in the Peripatetic Code of Sums and 
= © Jentences. And this was in the Order of things: 
What the fanatic Viſions of the Platonic Philoſo- 
XZ © phy had brought into the Faith, it was but fit 
e the frigid Subtilties of the Ariſtotelian ſhould 
& ſupport *. And it is obſervable, that the Uſe 
* which the Schoolmen made of their diſputatious 


e Tt is remarkable, that the Mahometan Arabs, by the Aſſiſt- 
ance of the ſame Philoſophy, inveated the ſame kind of Scho/aftic 
Theology: And, as with ſuperior Refinement, in proportion to the 
ſubtiler Wits of that People; ſo with better Judgment : For that 
which obſcures Reaſon, will always be a Cover tor Abſurdity.“ 


5 “ Genius, 


* 
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“ Genius, was neither better nor worſe, than what 
ce the Sophiſts had made before them. For trium- 
« phant Dulneſs commonly grows wanton in the 
« Exerciſe of imputed Wit. And the Sic and Non 
« of Peter Abelard, was now as famous as, hereto- 
« fore, the wgoCaandls of Gorgias. i 

At length Truth ſhot its Nay into this Chaos of 
Reaſon, and brought on the Reformation; the 
happy Effects of which, he obſerves, were a Re- 
form of the bad Logic and unſound Ethics of the 
Fathers made by Bacon and Grotius ©; and con- 
cludes in the following Words — “ The Ad- 


« vantage of the Modern over ancient Times, 


cc jn the ſucceſsful Purſuit of moral Science, is now 


« generally acknowledged. And the impartial Rea- 


& der who hath attended to theſe brief Reflexions, 
vill hardly aſcribe it to any other Cauſe, than to 
* the Genius and the Conſtitution of the Chriſtian 
* Religion, whoſe Dectrines reveal the great Prin- 


e ciples of moral Truth; and whoſe Diſcipling 


<« eſtabliſhes a Miniſtry conſecrated to the Service 
© of it. 


ce Tt is true indeed the Concurrence of ſeveral 


e croſs Accidents had for many Ages deprived 
„the World of theſe Advantages; they had de- 
*« feated the natural Virtue and Efficacy of the 
« Dofrines, and rendered the Diſcipline vain and 
e uſeleſs. . For theſe two Parts of the Chriſtian 
«© Syſtem cannot act but in Conjunction!: Separate 
e them, and its Doctrines will abound in Enthufiaſms 
and its Diſcipline in Superſtitions, But now, ſince 
« the cold and heavy Incumbrance of human Inyen- 
<« tions hath been removed from the Boſom of the 
« True Faith; the Miniſters of Religion have been 


enabled to produce that Fruit which from the 


„ Beginning they were appointed to cultivate and 


b Novum Organon. 


© De jure Belli & Pacis. 
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* mature. So that greater Improvements were 
& made during the laſt 200 Years in the Science 
« of Humanity than in all the preceding Ages put 
& together. 

« To conclude. My more immediate Purpoſe 
& jn theſe Obſervations was to juſtify the FaTHERS 
t from the injurious Contempt under which they 
% row lie, But in the Courſe of this Apology I 
cc] have endeavoured to ſerve a greater | He, 3 
& which was to vindicate our Holy Religion from 
<« its ſuppoſed Impotency and Incapacity to direct 
&* and enlarge the reaſoning Faculties in the Diſ- 
% covery and Advancement of moral Truth.“ 

Here we ſee it is advanced and urged with 
culiar Alertneſs of Rhetoric: Firſt, that the Writ- 
ings of the Apoſtolical Fathers were far from be- 
ing a Credit to the Cauſe of Chriſtianity. And 
in the ſecond Place, that the Conduct of their 
Succeſſors was ſo ſcandalous in this Point as to 
bring even the Truth and Efficacy of it into Suſ- 
picion. 


Now had it been an open Enemy that had done 


this Diſhonour to thoſe antient Divines, we might 


peradventure have born it. And in ſuch a Caſe 
ſhould only have ſmiled to ſee the Servility of 
that Genius, who could ſtoop to take into his 
Mouth ſome old ſtale Scandal that had been ten 


Times chew'd and ſpit out by others before him. 


For is not this that ſpecific Method of defending 
theſe Antients which is particularly chalked out, 
and was preſcribed by their Enemies long ago? 
Mr. Barbeyrac, for Inſtance, ſpeaking of the Miſ- 
conduct of theſe Fathers in this Article, delivers 
himſelf in the following Words, “ Ce que nous bla- 
* mons dans les Peres, nous ne le louerons pas dans 
les Auteurs Payens; et nous ne les donnerons 
5 ni les uns ni les autres pour des modeles à cet 

B 2 * egard 
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egatd. Mais les Peres ſont d' autant moins à 


& KExcuſer qu'ils traitoient de choſes infiniment 


£c 


«© plus importantes, et ol Pon ne doit rien negli- 
ger de tout ce que eſt propre à eclairer et à con- 


& vaincre. Il vaudroit mieux certainement paſſer 
4 condemnation la deſſus, et rejecter la faute ſur 
& le mauvhis gout de ces ſiecles, que de contredire 
4 le ſens commun et PExperience pour juſtifier les 
Peres x quelque prix que ce ſoit. De la Morale 


[CC des : 


Peres, Ch. xit. p. 167. 


And afterwards; in Beall of the little Power 
which Chriſtianity had over the Clergy, he ſays, 
« Cette Revelation ſurnaturelle ſuppleant au 
'« defaut d'attention, et fourhiffant des lumieres 


plus 


etendues a bien par la deminuer la force 


« des cauſes et des occafions d erreut, mais elle 
ne leur a pas ote toute _—_ parceque elle n'a 
e 


« point change le natur 


des Hommes, ibid. 


P. 175: 

: This Gentleman, as *tis well known, was a pro- 
feſſed Enemy to the Fathers: What then, can we 
think of the ame Carriage in one, who profeſſedly 
undertakes their Cauſe as a Friend and Advocate ? 
In Truth, this Turn 1s fo extraordinary, ſo incom- 
patible, I wont ſay with Friendſhip, but even 
with common Generoſity, that at the firſt reading 
1 could not help giving Way to a Suſpicion of the 
Author's Want of Sincerity, and was drawn by it, 
I own, to think that, however fair his Profeſſions, 
yet ſecretly he was a Foe to the Cauſe he pretended 
to manage, who had put on the Maſk of Friend- 
ſhip only for the Advantage of ſtriking the Blow 
more ſurely and fatally. But as I had always be- 
lieved him an honeſt well-meaning Man, whatever 
other Faults fell to his Share; and there is a cer- 
tain Uneaſineſs in paſſing from a good Opinion to 
A bad one of any Perſon; I therefore determined 


4 to 
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to ſuſpend my Judgment till I had peruſed the 
Book: And this ſet all to Rights again. I was 
again reconciled to the former good Opinion I 
had formed of his Uprightneſs and Integrity, and 
plainly ſaw all that he wanted was Judgment, 
Prudence, and Diſcretion, 

Yet let this one Obſervation be made (which the 
uneaſy Anxiety of a doubting State of Mind will, 
I hope, excuſe) that had any fingle Inſtance been 
hinted only as an Exception from this general 
Charge, or a Specimen of what might have been 
done in the Defence of the Fathers upon this Ar- 
ticle, it would have faved me a great deal of Pain. 

And ſurely their Cauſe is not ſo deſperate as not to 
admit of ſuch a Plea in its Behalf : Nay, Mr. Bar- 
beyrac himſelf might have ſupplied a very pregnant 
one; for inſtance, in ſpeaking of St. Cyrill's catecheti- 
cal Diſcourſes he tells us, that this Patriarch confeſſes 
they were done haſtily and without due Method: 
For which Reaſon he directs them to be read un- 
der the following Correction. Do not (ſays he 
to his Catechiſt) implicitly believe what is here 

\I told you, unleſs you have the Proof of it from 

© the Holy Scriptures ; for the true Salvation of our 

2 Faith 1s nat of the Words of Man's Invention, but 

trom the Demonſtration'of thoſe Scriptures *. 
Whether a Conſciouſneſs of his own Inabilities 
for the Undertaking was the true Cauſe or no, 
why the moral Character of the Fathers is left 
$ undefended | will not take upon me to determine. 

1 We ſee a very different Cauſe aſſigned for it, tho' 
| it is acknowledged to be a Queſtion which well 

deſerves a particular Examination. But there was 
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no. Room left for it, and we muſt be content. 


The Limits of his Deſign would allow of nothing 
more than to give the Challenge, and defy the - 
moſt prejudiced Adverſary to prove, that they had 
an immoral Intention to deceive: - Upon which 


Head we are referred to Mr. Toll. 


Now a deliberate Intention to deceive contrary 
to that clear and plain well-known Precept of our 


Religion, which forbids to do Evil that Good may 
come of it, is certainly an immaral Intention to 


| deceive: And *tis as certain that ſome of the Fa- 


thers, in ſome Inſtances, did forge falſe Miracles 
with ſuch a deliberate Intention to deceive con- 
trary to the Precept mentioned. But then it i 
equally certain, that one or two Inſtances © 
this Kind are not ſufficient to denominate the 
Agent an immoral Perſon; nay, ſuch a Falſe- 
neſs of Carriage, in ſome particular Caſes, as often 
as they occur thro' the whole Courſe of a Man's 
Life, if the general Tenor of all his other Actions 
be fair and upright, does not looſe him the Cha- 
racter in general of an honeſt and good Man. And 
this is all which Mr. Toll affirms, as will be ſeen 
by his own Words. The learnedeſt and moſt ſen- 
ſible (ſays he) among the Romaniſts believe the 
Chriſtian Religion, and would lay down their 
Lives for it, as Sir Thomas More and Biſhop Fiſher, 
both great and good Men, ſuffered Death rather 
than renounce the Supremacy of Chriſt's Vicar ; if 
theſe believe the Hiſtory of Miracles as it is con- 
tained in their own Church, then a Number of 
learned and able Men may be deluded and im- 
poſed upon; it they do not believe it, then pious 


and good Men, may, for what they think, Reaſons 


of Expediency, concur in countenancing and pro- 


pagating a Falſhood. And hence he concludes, 


that as human Nature is near alike in all Ages 
and 


* ; 
Y 
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and States of the Church; ſo the above particu- 
lar Practices of the Primitive Fathers ought to be 
reckoned among thoſe many Errors and very ab- 
furd Opinions which are very conſiſtent with a 
general Diſpoſition to Virtue, a _ Love of 
Religion, and indeed with very high Degrees of 
Piety.—Hence *tis evident, that Mr. Toll is fo far 
from maintaining that the Fathers had no immoral 
Intention to deceive, that he ſuppoſes ſuch an 
Intention in ſome particular Caſes to be very con- 
ſiſtent with the general Character of a virtuous, 
religious, and pious Perfon b. 

Our Author ſeems to be fenſible of this, and 
therefore, after- referring to Mr. Toll, he remits 
the Learned to a Piece of Wit taken from 
the Author of L'Eſprit des Loix : For he goes 
on thus. If there be any learned Man who 
thinks otherwiſe, I would adviſe him, before he 
attempts to make out this Charge againſt them, 
to weigh well the Force of the following Remark, 
though made on a ſomewhat different Occaſion, 
« Whenever (ſays the admirable Author of the E/- 
ee prit des Loix) one obſerves, in any Age or Go- 


„I think the reaſoning of Mr. Jol upon this Head does not 
come up to the Point with regard to Dr. M. For the Queſtion 
ſtill recurs, whether theſe ſuppoſed Rea/ons of E xpediency were 
not ſuch as ſhew a corrupt Heart and immoral Intentions. Dr. M 
expreſsly aſſerts, theſe Miracles were forged with an Intent to 
introduce and propagate ſuch ſuperſtitious Practices as were entire- 
ly ſubverſive of all true Religion. *Tis true, he gives that 
Praiſe which is juſtly due to the more undeſigning and pious a- 
mong the Fathers and antient Chriſtians ; but at the ſame Time 
he covertly and arifully infinuates in ſeveral Places, that the 
Men of ſuperior Learning and Abilities among them bad it chiefly 
in their View to aggrandize themſelves, to encreaſe their own Do- 
minion, and to erect a political Syſtem of Religion under the ſpe- 
cious Pretence of a divine Authority. In this confiſts the true 
lurking Malignity of the Free Inguiry; which I ſhall, perhaps, 
take another Occaſion of ſhewing at large.“ 


4 vernment, 
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* yernment, the ſeveral Bodies in a Communit 
* intent on augmenting their own Authority, anc 
* vigilant to procure certain. Advantages to them- 
© ſelves, excluſive of each other's Pretenſions, 
% we ſhould run a very great Chance of being de- 
* ceived if we regarded theſe Attempts as a cer- 
* tain Mark of their Corruptions. By an Un- 
* happineſs inſeparable from the Condition of Hu- 
* manity, Moderation is a rare Virtue in Men of 
* ſuperior Talents. And as it is always more 
<* eaſy to puſh on Force in the Direction in which 
« it moves, than to ſtop or divert its Moment; 
„ perhaps, in the Claſs of ſuperior Geniuſes, you 
e will ſooner find Men extremely virtuous, than 
ce extremely prudent *.” 
Now I own this pretty Antithefis, when applied 
to the Fathers, proves allegorically that they might 
be extremely pious, tho' not extremely prudent : 
But by the ſame Rule of Application we muſt 
conclude from the Reaſoning which precedes that 
Inference, that this extreme Piety was the Effect 
only of extreme Bigotry and Enthuſiaſm, which 
carried them to ſuch extreme Miſconduct, that no- 
thing but the Superiority of their Genius ſaves 
them from being juſtly ſtigmatized for a Crew of ex- 


„ Lorſque dans un Siecle, ou dans un Gouvernement, on voit 
les divers Corps de l' Etat chercher à augmenter leur Autorite, & 
a prendre les uns ſur les autres de certains avantages, on ſe trom- 
peroit ſouvent, fi l'on regardoit leurs entrepriſes, comme une 
marque certaine de leur Corruption. Par un malheur attache a 
la condition humaine, les Grandes-hommes moderes ſont rares ; 
& comme il eſt toũjours plus aiſe de ſuivre ſa force que de I'arreter, 

; Peut-etre dans a claſſe des Gens ſuperieurs, eſt- il plus facile de 
trouver des Gens extremement vertueux, que des hommes extre- 
mement ſages. See the Eſprit des Loix, vol. ii. p. 334. octavo 
edit. a Work that makes the Age amends for all the looſe, de- 
clamatory, Party Pamphlets on Government, Politics, Patriotiſm, 
and Laws, with which it hath been ſo long beduped, bewildered, 
and amuſed,” | nope 
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INTRODUCTION. xx 
tremely deliberate and determined Villains. Hence 
we ſee the great Uſe of advancing them into the 
Claſs of ſuperior Geniuſes...How theſe Attain- 
ments in human Literature could bear any Rela- 
tion or be of any Service, to their moral Cha- 
raters, was not immediately obvious to a plain 
untutor'd Underſtanding ; but now it is clearly ſeen 
that by the Advantage of theſe Accompliſhmeats, 
notwithſtanding any oblique and finiſter Practices 
which they made uſe of to deceive others, yet we 
ſhall run à Chance of being deceived ourſelves, if 
we infer from thence that they had an immoral 
Intention to deceive. But | 


Non tali auxilio nec defenſoribus iſtis. Virgil. 


I hope the Public will ſome Time or other ſee 
the Cauſe of theſe ancient Worthies better defended 
by a ſincere WelJ-wiſher to Chriſtianity in general, 
as well as to the Church of England in particular, 


: [26] 


A f 
nnn 


Fiery Eruption at JERUSALEM. 


HE Performance is opened with a ſhort 

Speech concerning the Occaſion of it: 

Some Inſinuations had been ſpread about, 

calling in queſtion the Truth of all unſcriptural 

: Miracles in general. This put the Author upon 

. ſeeking out for proper Means to ſilence theſe li- 

| centious Tongues z and upon the Reſult it was de- 

| termined, that this Mir acLt of the fourth Century 

ſhould be defended. One Inſtance was ſufficient to 

ſhew that all the Miracles recorded in Church- 

Hiſtory are not Forgeries or Deluſions. However, 

as it is evident that they do not ſtand on the ſame 

Foot of Credit with the Miracles recorded in Go/- 

pel-Hiftory, it became neceſſary in the ſecond Place 

to ſet forth the Nature of that Evidence, which will 

demand the Aſſent of every reaſonable Man to à mi- 
raculous Fatt. 

This 1s the general Plan of the Work ; the firſt 
Part of which is the Subject of the following 
Sheets. The ſecond is reſerv'd for another Dif- 
courſe. 

At preſent his chief Purpoſe is to prove the mi- 
raculous Interpoſition of Providence, in defeating 
the Attempt of JULIAN to rebuild the Temple of 
JERUSALEM, 

As 
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As this Miracle is ſuppoſed ta be wrought by 
the immediate Agency of God in ſupport of com- 
mon Chriſtianity, we are cautioned to obſerve, that 
the Subject of Dr. M's Free Inquiry does not at all 
affect the preſent Queſtion. | 
The Author has not thought fit to give us 
X the Method in which his Plan is executed. 
Something of that Kind is indeed brought in by 
XR way of Review at the Concluſion of the Plan; 
vuhere it does not want its proper Uſe : This, with 
ſome neceflary Alterations, I ſhall inſert here for 
the Eaſe of the Reader; who, I conceive, will ſee 
his Way more clearly, and go thro' the whole 
with more Satisfaction, when he has the Method 
therein firſt laid before him. The Deſign is to 
ſhew 3 | | | 

Firſt, That from the Courſe of God's Diſpenſa- 
tions and the Word of Prophecy, the Temple of 
Feruſalem cannot be rebuilt for the Purpoſe of 
Jewiſh Worſhip. 

3 Secondly, That Julian aggravated the Impiety 
of his Attempt to rebuild it by all the inſulting Cir- 
2X cumſtances moſt likely to bring upon him the Ven- 
eance of Heaven. 
Tuhirdly, That the Event is ſufficiently eſta- 
X bliſhed by human Teſtimony. 

x Fourthly, That the Occaſion was ſingularly 
important, and that the Credit and Honour of 
Xx Revelation required God's Interpoſition at this 
Juncture. 

Laſtly, In the ſecond Part an Attempt is made 
to anſwer all the Objections, which may be brought 
againſt the ſuppoſed Truth of the Miracle. 


SECT 
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. | 
| OD having decreed, ſays he, to reſtore 
WS Mankind to the Immortality forfgited by 
Adam; in purſuance of this Purpoſe thouFht fit to 
co adopt the Fews for his peculiar People under 
the Idea of their Tutelar Deity ; and the better to 
ſecure the great End of their Separation, aſſum'd 
' likewiſe the Title and Office of their King or 
Civil Governour. WW 
Hence their Religion came under the Idea of a 
Law, as their Law was in the ſtrifteſt Senſe Re- 
| ligion, having the Sanction of a divine Command. 
| And the whole CEconomy (as every Thing in 
this Diſpenſation was relative to the Fews as a 
| Body) went under the common Name of Law. 

By virtue of ſuch a Conſtitution it follows, That 
Religion, which elſewhere has only Particulars for 
its Subjects, had, Here, the Nation or Community; * 
and what elſewhere as far as concerns the Divinity 
of Religion is only a private Matter, was, Here, a 
public one. 
| From this Form of the Hebrew Government, 
one natural Conſequence ariſeth, that the principal $ 
| Rites of their Religion and Law were to be per- 
| formed in ſome determined Place. This both the 

Object and Subject of their ceremonial ſeem'd equal 

ly to require: For the Ideas of tutelary God and 
| King implied a local Reſidence. And a national 
| Act, created by the Relations ariſing from them, 
| requir'd a fix'd certain Place for it's Celebration; 
| and both together ſeemed to mark out the Capital of 
| the Cauntry for that Purpoſe. 1 
| Accordingly we ſee, after they had gain'd an 
E ſtabliſhment, a Temple was erected for them; 
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and all their Sacrifices were to be offered at Jeru- 
| ſalem only. 
Now Sacrifices conſtituting the Subſtance of 


be ſaid to ſubſiſt any longer than the Continuance 
of that Celebration. But Sacrifices could be per- 
formed only in one appointed Temple; ſo that 
XZ when this was finally deſtroy'd, the Inſtitution it- 
ſelf became aboliſhed. 

Again, if from the Nature of this Religion we 
go on to conſider its End, we ſhall find in it all 
the Marks of a Religion preparatory and introduc- 
RE tory to another, of which it contains the Rudi- 
ments and preſents the Shadow. And Chriſtia- 
EX nity, which eſtabliſhed its Pretenſions by the 
Power of Miracles and the Purity of its Doctrine, 
2X doth in fact ſupport theſe Concluſions, by repre- 
ſenting Judaiſin as only the Rudiments and Shadow 
ol its own more complete Economy. 

This being premiſed we ſay, that the more per 
fect Diſpenſation could not take place, till the leſs 
my which prefigur'd it was: ſet aſide and abo- 

iſh'd. | 
No by the above-mentioned all wiſe Diſpoſi- 
tion of Things, in which the Exiſtence of this pre- 


ie paratory Religion is made to depend upon the Ex- 
I- 2 iſtence of the Temple, this neceſſary Abolition of 
d 8 Fudaiſm became feaſible at God's appointed Time, 
al without offering any Violence to the Will; and 
n, FF notwithſtanding all the Perverſeneſs of the Jews to 
15 a it, by obſtinately adhering to it, and cal- 
of ing themſelves of it. 


From the whole then the Concluſion admits of 
no diſpute that it was originally in the Counſel of 
God, the great Diſpoſer of all theſe Events, to ef- 
fect this deſtined final Abolition by the Method of 
F deſtroying the Temple, and conſequently the total 
Deſtruction of it by Titus is undoubtedly a final 
| one, 


their national r their wor. ay could not 


* 


* 


- 
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one, and it never ſhall be rebuilt for the Purpoſe of 


Fewiſh Worſhip. 


This Inference from the Deſtruction of the 
Temple to that of their Inſtitution, is confirmed by 3 
our Saviour, who informs the Woman of Samaria i 
| dlition of the Law of Moſes 
by this Circumſtance, That Men ſhould ud longer: 


of the approaching Abo 
worſhip at the Temple of Feruſalem, John iv. 21. 


Thus alſo when the falſe Witneſſes againſt Ste- 


phen depoled, that they heard him ſay, that Jeſus of 


them, Acts vi. 13, 14. 


Laſtly, By this Method of aboliſhing Judaiſm ® 


in order to eſtabliſh Chriſtianity, we ſee for what 
Reaſon it was predicted, that when Shiloh came the 


Sceptre ſhould depart from Judah, A Prophecy, 


which in every other Scheme has and muſt create 
infinite Perplexity ; but in the View of Things 
here repreſented, the Senſe of it becomes quite 
eaſy and natural, 

But this is not all: A Point of ſo much Im- 
portance as the true Way, in which God providen- 
tially brought about thele great Events, is likewiſe, 
as we might well expect, predicted both by the 
Prophets of the Old and the Founder of the New 
Diſpenſation. And fully to comprehend the Force 
and juſt Value of their Expreſſions, was the End 
for which Things are here deduced from their 
original, and a general View given of the Courſe 
and Order of God's moral CEconomy z on which 
the Senſe of the Prophecies relating to it muſt 
needs be determined: And without which the ſe- 
veral Predictions of the Deſtruction of the Temple 
expreſſed in general Terms would be liable to Ob- 


jections, as in themſelves implying only a zofal 
| and 


-- 


| Nazareth would deſtroy the Temple, they drew their 
own Inference from it, that he would change the 
Law and the Cuſtoms, which Moſes had delivered to 


fiery Eruption at Feruſalem. 31 
jf and not a final Subverſion ; whereas now from the 
Nature of the Diſpenſations, we underſtand that a 
Deſtruction thus foretold neceſſarily implicd a final 
2. | 
The Prophet [/aiah predicting, as uſual, the Tri- 
= umphs of the Goſpel, under the Terms of a tem- 
"3K ral Deliverance of the Fews from their hoſtile. 
bs. Neiatbours: delivers himſelf in the following 
Words, If. xxv. ver. 6, 7, 8. And in this Moun- 
XX tain (viz. of Zion) ſhall the Lord of Hoſts make un- 
70 all People, a Feaſt of fat Things, a Feaſt of Wines 
on the Lees, of fat Things full of Marrow, of Wines 
on the Lees well refined. And he will deſtroy in this 

Mountain the Face of the Covering caſt over all Peo- 
Ple, and the Veil that is ſpread over all Nations. He 
will ſwallow up Death in Viftery. And to ſhew 
that ſome great Event in a remote and future Age 
was the principal Object of his Prophecy, he in- 
troduces it with this Song of Triumph. O Lord, 
thou art my God, I will exalt thee, I will praiſe thy 
Name, for thou haſt done wonderful Things, thy 
Counſels of old are Faithfulneſs and Truth, i. e. 
what thou haſt originally decreed, thou wilt in the 
latter Ages bring to paſs. Therefore, having in 
the ſixth Verſe enigmatically deſcribed that Salva- 
Z tion which ſhould ariſe from Mount Zion; in the 
ſeventh, he more openly intimates the Abolition 
of the Temple Worſhip, by the Figure of deſtroy- 
ing that Veil, which at the Crucifixion of the 
Lord of Life, the Evangeliſt informs us, as rent 
in twain from the Top to the Bottom; called by the 
Prophet from the confined Nature of the Fewi/h 
Religion, the Veil that hid Truth from the Na- 
tions. In this Senſe St. Paul appears to have un- 
derſtood the Prophecy; for he applies the con- 


cluding Words to the laſt Triumph of Chriſt over 
Death, 1 Cor. xv. 34. 
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Conformably to theſe Ideas, Jeſus ſays to the 
Woman of Samaria, Believe me the Hour cometh, 
when ye ſhall neither in this Mountain, nor yet at 
Feruſalem worſhip the Father — But the Hour cometh 
and now is, when the true Morſbippers ſhall worſhip 
the Father in Spirit and in Truth, John iv. 21—23. 
And to ſecure the Hope of this great Event, Pro- 
vidence had decreed that the City and Temple of 
Jeruſalem ſhould be deſtroy'd; of which the An- 
gel informs Daniel in the following Words; And 
after ſixty-two Weeks ſhall the Meſſiab be. cut off, but 
not for himſelf, and the People of the Prince that 


Hall come, ſhall deſtroy the City and the Sanctuary * 


and the End thereof ſhall be with a Flood, and unto 
the End of the War Deſolations are determined. And 
be ſhall confirm the Covenant with many for one Week : 
And in the midſt of the Week, be ſhall cauſe Sacrifice 
end the Oblation to ceaſe, and for the overſpreading 
of Abominations, he ſhall make it deſolate, even until 

. the Conſummation, and that determined ſhall be poured 
upon the Deſolate, Dan. ix. 26, 27. In which 
we ſee a plain and circumſtantial Deſcription of 
the Overthrow of the City and Temple by the 
Romans under Titus, Jeſus foretells the then ap- 
proaching Event in the following Manner : And 
when Jeſus was come near he beheld the City and wept 
over it, ſaying, The Days ſhall come upon thee that 
thine Enemies ſhall caſt a Trench about thee, and 
compaſs thee round, and keep thee in on every Side, 
and fhall lay thee even with the Ground, and thy 
Children within thee; and they ſhall not leave in thee 
one Stone upon another, Luke xix. 43, 44. Two 
other Evangeliſts, Matt. xxiv. 1, 2. 15. Mark 
xiii. 1, 2. 14. inform us, that Feſus went out and 
departed from the Temple, and his Diſciples came to 
him for to ſhew him the- Buildings of the Temple. And 
Jeſus ſaid unto them, See ye not all theſe Things ? 

Verily 


1 
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Verily I ſay unto you, there ſhall nat be left here one 
Stone upon another that ſhall not be thrown down: 
And when the Diſciples privately aſked him, whe 
theſe Things ſhould be; he anſwered, ben ye ſhall 
ſee. the Abomination of Deſolation ſpoken of by Daniel 
the Prophet, ſtanding in the holy Place; referring to 


the Prophecy quoted above. Hitherto we ſee a total 
Deſtruction indefinitely predicted: The following 
Poaſſage of St. Late's Goſpel marks the fix d Dura- 
tion of it. And Jeruſalem (ſays Jeſus) bell be trod- 
dien down bf the Gentiles, until the Times of the Gen- 


dis be fulfilled. But as the Period here meant 
XX admits of ſome Uncertainty ariſing from the gene- 
ral Expreſſions of theſe Prophecies conſidered alone, 
the only Way of coming to the Truth, is to re- 
Cur to what has been diſcourſed above concerning 
the Nature of the two Diſpenſations: In which we 
have ſhewn that Chriſtianity and the Temple Wor- 
ſhip cannot ſubſiſt together; and ſo muſt conclude 
that theſe Prophecies foretell not only the total 

but the final Deſtruction of the 7ewiſßh Temple. 
The Reader will obſerve that this Argument 1s 
drawn from the Courſe of God's Diſpenſations in 
bringing about the great Revolution from Judaiſin 
to Chriſtianity, There are indeed ſome curious 
Neaſonings interſperſed and much ſtrong colouring is 
every where beſtow'd on the Original. Theſe are 
not retain'd in the Copy: The firſt are very far, 1 
think, from having a good Effect in the Author's 
Deſign; and the colouring, tho? laid on with a bold 
and ſometimes with a maſterly Hand, yet ſeems to 
me to be altogether too flaring. Without theſe -I 
have endeavoured to repreſent the reaſoning in its 
full Force, and to that End have given it nearly 
in the Author's Words. However, it will not be 
amiſs to throw the Parts a little cloſer together, 
that ſo the whole may be taken in at one View, 
C and 
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and the Reader thereby be enabled to judge better 
of the Nature, and real Strengti of the Argument, 
and clearly ſee the Point upon which the whole 
reſts. | | 

. - Judaiſm was ſo peculiarly framed, that its Inſti- 
tution could be aboliſhed by the Deſtruction of Fe- 
ruſalem, and was intended in its End to be totally 
and finally aboliſhed upon the Introduction and 
Eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity. 

Nov the Deſtruction of the Temple by Titus 
was brought about under the particular Direction 
of Providence, and as Judaiſin was then fully and 
completely aboliſhed, ſo Chriſtianity had likewiſe 
at that Time it's full and compleat Eſtabliſhment. 

Conſequently, the Concluſion appears to be un- 
avoidable, that this Deſtruction of the Temple by 
Titus was not only a total but a final one. | 

Whence it follows from this Courſe of God's 
Diſpenſations, that the Temple of Feruſalem ſhatl 
_—_ be rebuilt for the Purpoſe of Jewiſh Wor- 

Ip. 

This is the Compoſition of the Piece, and, to do 
the Author Juſtice, it muſt be allow'd, that his 
Syſtem is curiouſly invented and finely imagined, 
and in the View of a poetical Performance has un- 
deniably no ſmall Share of Merit. The Conceit is 
quite new, and beſides the common Road]; now firſt 
_ {truck out by the peculiar Fire and Forge of his 
con Fancy. Here indeed lay the ſecret Charm 
which gave it an irreſiſtible Power, It was entire- 
ly an Offspring of his own Brain, and who then 
can condemn or even blame a natural geen for it? 
The Voice of this Hren is too apt to captivate the 
| beſt of us. We are firſt bribed by its enchanting 
Lore to wiſh the Story true, and from thence eaſily Þ 
and willingly ip into an Opinion that it is fo. R 4 
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And indeed were this cunningly deviſed and 
prettily fancied Fable nothing more than a mere 


harmleſs Phantom or ſimple Curioſity only, we 


might be allowed to indulge a little in diverting 
ourſelves with it, before we unhooded the Fathers 
Eyes. But that, I am ſorry to ſay it, is not the 


= Caſe. On the contrary, the Queſtion now before 
> us is of a very ſerious and important Concern; and 
the Pretenſions of Jeſus, as well as the Truth of 
his Religion will be found to be neceſſarily involved 


in it. We ſee it here confidently advanced, that 


4 it was the Purpoſe of God to aboliſh the Fewiſh 
Religion by the Deſtruction of Feru/alem, and by 
the ſame Means to perfect the Eſtabliſhment of 


Chriſtianity, Whence it follows, that the Inſtitu- 


> tion of the Jewiſh Religion was not fully and fi- 
= nally aboliſhed, nor Chriſtianity perfectly inſtituted 
in its Place, before that Deſtruction was com- 
X pleated. A Poſition, which, I will venture to ſay, 


is of the moſt pernicious Tendency, and ſuch a 


one as undermines, and in its Conſequences muſt 


neceſſarily ſubvert, that Religion of Chriſt which it 


2X pretends to eſtabliſh. | 


For I ſhall now proceed to ſhew that this Doc- 


= trine is utterly inconſiſtent with the Truth of the 
> Scriptures, both of the Old and New Teſtament ; 
where we are conſtantly taught to believe, that 
this important Revolution from Judaiſm to Chri- 
ſtianity was totally effected not only at a diffe- 


rent Time, but by Means quite contrary to the 
Deſtruction of the Temple of Jeruſalem. 

And that I may lay the whole Proceſs of this 
moſt important Tranſaction before the Reader in 


dhe cleareſt Light, 1 propoſe firſt to exhibit the 


Scripture Doctrine concerning it. And in the 


: next Place I ſhall apply that Doctrine to the pre- 


{ent Queſtion. 
2 | C4 The 
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FixsT. The Jewiſb Religion is declared to be a- 
boliſhed in the following Texts. 

The Law and the Prophets, ( ſays Jeſus) were till 
Jobn, ſince which the Kingdom of Heaven is preach- 
ed, Luke xvi. 16. 

Conformable to this Declaration St. Fobn is 
related to preach in theſe Words: In thoſe Days 
came John the Baptiſt, ſaying, Repent ye, for the 
Kingdom of Heaven is at hand, Matt. iii. 1, 2. 
which is given thus by St. Luke; Now in 
the fifteenth Year of the Reign of Tiberius Cæ- 
far, Pontius Pilate being. Governour of Judea, and 
Herod being Tetrarch of Galilee, and his Brother 
Philip Tetrarch of Iturea, and of the Region of Tra- 
chonitis, and Lyſanias the Tetrarch of Abilent—= 


Annas and Caiaphas being the High Prieſts; the 


Word of God came unto John the Son of Zacharias in 
the Wilderneſs. — And he came into all the Country about 
Jordan, preaching the Baptiſm of Repentance for the 
Remiſſion of Sins, and in the Words of the Prophet Iſaiah 
ſaying, I am the Voice of one crying in the Wilderneſs, 
Prepare ye the Way of the Lord, and make his Paths 
ſtraight , every Valley ſhall be filled, and every Moun- 
tain and Hill ſhall be brought low, and the Crooked 
ſhall be made ſtraight, and the rough Ways ſhall be 
made ſmooth ;, and all Fleſh ſhall ſee the Salvation of 
God. Then faid he to the Multitude that came forth 
to be baptized of him, O Generation of Vipers, who 
hath warned you to flee from the Wrath to come ? 
Bring forth therefore Fruits worthy of Repentance, 
and begin not to ſay within yourſelves, We have Abra- 
bam to our Father : For I ſay unto you that God is 
able of theſe Stones to raiſe up Children unto Abra- 
ham: And now alſo the Axe is laid unto the Root of 
the Tree, every Tree therefore that bringeth nat forth 
good Fruit is beton down and caſt into the Fire. And 
when the People aſked him, what ſhall we do then? 


He anſwered, He that hath two Coats let him impart | | 
| to | 
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to him that hath none; and he that hath Meat let 
him do likewiſe. Then came alſo the Publicans to be 
baptized, and ſaid unto him, Maſter, what ſhall we 
do? And he ſaid unto them, Exact no more than that 
which is appointed you. And the Soldiers likewiſe 
demanded of him, ſaying, and what ſhall we do? 


And he ſaid unto them, Do Violence ta no Man, net- 
ther accuſe any falſely, and be content with your 


Wages. And when the People muſed whether he were 
the Chriſt or not, he anſwered, I indeed baptize you 
with Water, but one mightier than I cometh ,, he ſhall 
baptize you with the Holy Ghoſt and with Fire, 
whoſe Fan is in his Hand, and he will thoroughly 
purge his Floor, and will gather the Wheat into his 
Garner, but the Chaff he will burn with Fire un- 
quenchable, Luke iii. 1, 2, 3. et ſeqq. 

In the ſame View, at the Transfiguration, Jeſus 
in the Preſence of Moſes and Elias and ſome of his 
Apoſtles having revealed the great Myſtery of 
Man's Redemption to be effected by his Death and 
Reſurrection; upon this Occaſion, as they came 


down. from the Mountain, theſe Apoſtles aſked 


him, Why then ſay the Scribes that Elias muſt fir 
come? Elias, ſays he, truly ſhall firſt come and re- 


ſtore all Things, but I ſay unto you, that Elias is 


come already; ſpeaking of Fohn the Baptiſt, Matt. xvii. 
„10, II. 

5 And to convince the Jews that John was endued 
with Power to effect this Abolition of their Reli- 
gion, he took a proper Opportunity when he ob- 
ſerved great Numbers of the People about him, 
and began to ſay unto the Mullitudes concerning 
Fohn, What went ye out for to ſee: A Prophet? 
Yea, I ſay unto you, and much more than a Prophet 
for this is he of whom it is written, Behold I ſend 
my Meſſenger before thy Face who ſhall prepare thy 
Way before thee. Behold I ſay unto you, among them 

C 3 that 
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that are born of Women there has not ariſen a greater 
than Jobn the Baptiſt ;, For all the Prophets and the 
Law prophefied until John. And if ye will receive 
it, this is that Elias which was for to come; he that 
bath Ears to hear let him hear, Matt. xi. 8. et ſeqq. 
To the ſame End the Birth of John is foretold by 
an Angel to his Father, while he was executing . 
i the Prieſtly Office before God in the Temple. 
[ When there appeared to him an Angel of the = 
h Handing on the right Side of the Altar = Incenſe, and 
when Zacharias ſaw him he was troubled, and Fear 
fell upon him, But the Angel ſaid unto him, Fear 
not, Zacharias, for thy Prayer is heard, and thy Wife 
Elizabeth ſhall bear thee a Son, and thou ſhalt call 
bis Name Fobn, and thou ſhalt have Joy and Glad- 
neſs, and many ſpall rejoice at his Birth: For be 
ſhall be great in the Sight of the Lord, and ſhall drink 
neither Wine nor ſtrong Drink; and he ſhall be filled with 
the Holy Ghoſt even from his Mother's Womb. And 
many of the Children of Iſrael ſhall he turn to the 
Lord their God. And be ſhall go before him in the 
Spirit and Power of Elias to turn the Hearts of the 
Fathers to the Children, and the Diſobedient to the 
Wiſdom of the Fuſt, to make ready a People prepared 
for the Lord, Luke i. 11, et ſeqq. 
| That Chriſtianity was introduced at the ſame 
k Time is evident from each of theſe Paſſages. 
I However it will be proper for a Reaſon which 
we ſhall ſee preſently, to produce others to the 
| ſame Purpoſe. 
= At the Baptiſm of Jeſus, The Holy Ghoſt deſcended 
| in a bodily Shape upon him, and a Voice came from 
W Heaven which ſaid, Thou art my Son; in thee I am 
15 well pleaſcd, Luke iii. 22. At the Trangſguration, a 
h bright Cloud overſhadow'd them, and behold a Voice out 
of the Clcud which ſaid, This is my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleaſed, Hear ye him, Matt. xvii. 5, 
"-"Thels 
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Theſe Words are explained by St: Peter, Acts x. 
18. where he lays, that God anointed Jeſus of Na- 
zareth with the Holy Ghoſt and with Power. And 
ſtill more fully in his ſecond Epiſtle, ch. i. Y 16. 
For we have not followed cunningly deviſed Fables, 
when we made knewn unto you the Power and Com- 


ing of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. But we were Eye- 
wouitneſſes of bis Majeſty, for he received from God the 
= Father Honour and Glory; Meſes forewarned 
the Jews a little before his Death of this Tranſla- 
tion of his Authority. Thy God will raiſe up unto 
** thee a Prophet in the midſt of thee of thy Brethren 
le unto me, unto Him fhall ye Hearken, Deut. xviii. 


x 5. To which Words thoſe of the heavenly Voice 
at the Transfiguration, Hear ye Him, plainly allude. 
Theſe Words of Moſes are likewiſe expreſly applied 
to Chriſt both by St. Stephen, As vii. 37. and St. 
Peter, As iii. 22. 

In conſequence of this Authority, Jeſus intro- 
duces his Religion; From that Time Jeſus began to 
XZ preach and to ſay, Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven 
is at hand, Matt. iv. 17. He likewiſe calls the 
= Twelve Apoſtles and then ſends them to preach 
the ſame Kingdom; gives them Power againſt un- 
= clean Spirits to caſt them out, to heal all manner 
of Sickneſs and all manner of Diſeaſe, and ſends 
them to preach the ſame Kingdom, and command- 
ed them, ſaying, Go not into the May of the Gen- 
the Gentiles, and into any City of the Samaritans en- 
rer ye not, But go rather to the loſt Sheep of the 
Houſe of Ijracl, Matt, x. 1. 5, 6. And they de- 
parted and went throughout the Towns, preaching the 
Goſpel, and healing every where, and when they were 
returned, they told him (Jeſus) all that they had done, 
Luke ix. 6, 10. That this Kingdom was actuall 
come he proves from the Signs of the Times, 
Matt. xvi, 3. And he tells the Jews the ſame in 
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theſe Words; If I caſt out Devils by the Spirit 7 
Ged, then the Kingdom of God is come unto you, 
Matt. x11. 28. And in his Diſcourſe with the Wo. 
man of Samaria he aſſures her, That the Hour com- 
eth and now is, when the true Worſhippers ſhall wor- 
ſhip the Father in Spirit and in Truth, John iv. 23. 
 SxconDLyY; I now proceed to ſhew that the 
Theocracy of the Jews was withdrawn, and the 
Kingdom tranſlated to Chrift at the ſame Time. 

At the Birth of Chrift the Angel ſays unto the 
Shepherds, Fear not, for unto you is born this Day a 


Saviour, which is Chriſt the Larp, Luke ii. 11. 


At this Time alſo there came wiſe Men from the 
Eaſt to Feruſalem, ſaying, Where is He that is born 
KING of the Fews.— And when they were come into 
the Houſe, they ſaw the young Child, —and fell down and 
worſhipped him, Matt. it. 2. 11. In this Idea he 
is uſhered by John Baptiſt as a Kino, Prepare ye 
the Way of the Lord, every Valley ſhall be filled up, 
and every Mountain and Hill ſhall be made low, and 
the crocked Ways ſhall be made ſtraight, and the 
rough Ways ſhall be made ſmooth, Luke iii. 4, 5. 
Jeſus is ſaid to make his Entrance into Feruſa- 
lem in the following Manner : And when they drew 
nigh unto Jeruſalem, then ſent Feſus two Diſciples, 
ſaying unto them, Go into the Village over-againſt 
you, and ſtraigbtway ye ſhall find an Aſs tied and a 
Colt with ber, looſe them and bring them unto me. 
And if any Man ſay ought unto you, ye ſhall ſay, The 
Lord bath need of them, and ftraightway he will ſend 
them. All this was done that it might be fulfilled 
which was ſpoken by the Prophet, ſaying, Tell ye the 
Daughter of Zion, behold thy King cometh unto thee 
meek and fitting upon an Aſs and a Colt the Fole of an 
Afs. And the Diſciples went and did as Feſus command- 


ed them, and brought the Aſs and the Colt, and put on 


them their Cloaths and they fet him thereon ; and a 
very 
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dery great Multitude ſpread their Garments in the 


nn); others cut down Branches from the Trees and 
| ftrewed them in the May. And the Multitndes that 


went before and that follow'd cried, ſaying, Hoſauna 
to the Son of David, bleſſed is he that cometh in the 


KB Name of the Lord, Hoſanna in the higheſt, Matt. xxi. 


1. et ſeq, St. John relates it thus: Haſanna. 


8 bleſſed is the Kine of Iſrael that cometh in the 
4 7 Name of the Lord, John xi. 15. x 


The Father judgeth no Man, but hath committed 


7% all Judęment nnto the Son: That all Men ſhould ho- 
nour the Son even as they honour the Father : He 


XX that honoureth not the Son, honoureth not the Father 


IX which bath ſent him. Verily T ſay unto you, he that 


heareth my Word and believeth on bim that ſent me, 
hath everlaſting Life. and ſhall not come into Con- 
demnation, but is paſſed from Death unto Life. Ve- 
rily I ſay unto you, the Hour is coming and now is, 
when the Dead ſhall hear the Voice of the Son of God, 
and they that hear, ſhall live: For as the Father has 
Life in himſelf, ſo hath he given to the Son to have 
Life in himſelf, and hath given him Authority to ex- 
ecute Fudgment alſo, becauſe he is the Son of Man, 


23 John v. 22. et ſeqq. 


Conformably to this he ſays to Peter, Thou art 


3 4 Peter, and upon this Rock I will build my Church, 


and the Gates of Hell ſhall never prevail againſt it. 
And I will give unto thee the Keys of the Kingdom of 
Heaven, and whatſoever thou ſhalt bind on Earth 


ſhall be bound in Heaven, and whatſoever thou ſhalt 


_ on Earth ſball be looſed in Heaven, Matt. xvi. 
18, 19. | 
Again, Teſus went on the Sabbath-Day thro* the 
Corn, and his Diſciples began Io eat; and the Pha- 
riſees ſaid, Thy Diſciples do that which it is not lau- 
ful to do on the Sabbath. Day. But he ſaid unto them, 
Have ye not read what David did when he was an 


4 bungred, 
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Bungred, and they that were with him. How he 
extered into the Houſe of God, and did eat the Shew 
Bread, which was not lawful for him to eat, neither 
they which were with him, but only for the Prieſts. 
Or have ye not read in the Law, how that on the Sab- 
bath-Days the Prieſts in the Temple profane the Sab- 
bath, and are blameleſs. But I ſay unto you, that 
iz this Place is one greater than the Temple : But if 
je Bad known what this meaneth I will have Mercy 
end not Saerifice, ye would not have condemned the 
Gwaltleſs. For the Son of Man is Loan even of 
the Sabbath- Day, Matt. xii. 1. et ſeqq. 

7 hen Pilate calld Feſus and ſaid unto him, Art 
thou the Kine of the Fews? Jeſus anſwered, My 
Kingdom is not of this World, my Kingdom is nat 
from bence. Pilate therefore "ſaid unto bim, Art 
thorn a KING? Then Feſus anſwered and ſaid unta 
Bim, Thou ſayeſt that I am a King: To this End 
was I born, and to this End came 1 into the Warld, 
that I ſhould bear Witneſs unto the Truth. Every 
exe that is of the Truth, heareth my Voice, Pilate 
faith unto him, What is Truth ? And when he had 
faid thus, he went out again unto the Jews and ſaith 
ante them, I find no Fault in him at all, John xviii. 
33. et ſedq. 3 

After his Reſurrection, The eleven Diſciples being 
an @ Mountain in Galilee, Jeſus came and ſpake 10 
them, ſaying, All Power is given unto me in Heauen 
end on Earth, go ye therefars and teach all Nations, 
&c. Matt. xxviil. 18, 19. 

And being aſſembled "with bis Di ſciples, they afted 
of him, ſaying, Lord, wilt thou at this Time reſtore 
again the Kingdom to Tjraecl (a Queſtion that evi- 
dently implies he had then taken it away from I 
rael) And he ſaid unto them, it is not for you to know 
the Times and the Seaſons which the Father hath 
par ia his own power; but ye ſhall receive Potcer af- 

leu 
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ter that the Holy Ghoſt is come upon you, Aud ye 
al be Witneſſes unto me both in Jeruſalem and in 
all Fudea and in Samaria, and unto the uttermoſt 
Parts of the Earth, Acts i. 6, 7, 8. And when 
Iitbe Day of Pentecoſt was fully come, they (the A- 
poſtles) were all with one Accord in one Place z, and 
ſtbey were all filled with the Holy Ghoſt, and began 
go ſpeak with other Tongues as the Spirit gave them 
Literance, Acts ii. 1. 4. | | 

In the Third Place, I ſhall ſhew, that Chriſt ſuc- 
; ceded into the High Prieſthood, and that his 
Entrance into that Office was made in ſuch a 
Manner as thereby all the Sacrifices, rightly affirm- 
d to be the moſt eſſential Part of their Religion, 
.. e. the Temple Worihip) were abundantly and 
for ever aboliſhed. 

= Teſus is made an High-Prieſt for ever after the 
Order of Melchizedec ; but this Melchizedek being 
Ming of Righteouſneſs, and having neither Begin- 
ning of Days nor End of Life, but made like unto 
be Son of God, abideth a Prieſt continually. If 
Wherefore Perfection were by the Levitical Prięſt- 
"Rood ( for under it the People received the Law) 
ohat further Need were there that another Prieſt 
"ould ariſe after the Order of Melchizedek, and 
ot Le call'd after the Order of Aaron? For the 
 Frieſthood being changed, there is made of Neceſſity a 


Change alſo of the Law. For be, of whom theſe 
Things are ſpoken, pertaineth to another Tribe, of 
which no Man gave Attendance at the Altar. For 
it is evident, that our Lord ſprang out of Juda; 
ef which Tribe Moſes ſpake nothing concerning 


* 
1 


Prieſthood. And it is yet far more evident; for 
that after the Order of Melchizedec there ariſeth 
another Prieſt, who is made not after the Law of 
J carnal Commandment, but after the Power of an 
edles Life: For be teſtifieth, thou art a Prieſt 
l for 


44 4 Reviewof the | 
for ever after the Order of Melchiſedec ; for there is 
verily a diſannulling of the Commandment going before 
for the Weakneſs and Unprofitableneſs thereof : For 
the Law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a 
better Hope did, Heb. vii. 1. et ſeqq. | 

He (Feſus) is made the Mediator of a better Co- 
venant, which is eftabliſhed. upon better Promiſes. 
For if that rt Covenant bad been made faultleſs, 
then ſhould no Place have been found ſor the ſe- 
cond: For, finding Fault with them, be ſaith, 
Behold the Days come when I will make a new Co- 
venant with the Houſe of Iſrael and the Houſe of 
Fedah.—And after having proved the Imperfec- 
tion of one and the Perfection of the other, he 
concludes. In that he ſaith, a new Covenant, he 
hath made the firſt old. Noto that which decayeth 
and waxeth old is ready to vaniſh away, Heb. viii. 
6, et ſeqq. 

Again; For the Law being a Shadow of good 
Things to come, and not the very Image of the Things, 
can never with thoſe Sacrifices which they offered 
Fear by Year continually, make the Comers thereunto 
perfect. For then would they not have ceaſed to be 
offered ? Becauſe that the Worſhippers once purged, 
ſhould bave had no more Conſcience of Sins. But in 
thoſe Sacrifices there is a Remembrance again made of 
Sins every Year, For it is not poſſible that the Blood 
of Bulls and of Goats ſhould take atay Sins. Where- 
fore, when he cometh into the World, he ſaith, Sa- 
crifice and Offering thou wouldſt not, but a Body haſt 
thou prepared me : In Burnt-Offerings and Sacrifices 
for Sin thou haſt had no Pleaſure : Then ſaid 1, Lo, I 
come (In the Volume of the Book it is written of me) 
to do thy Will, O God. Above, when he ſaid, Sa- 
crifice, and Offering,” and Burnt-Offerings, and Of- 
fering for Sin thou wouldeſt not, neither hadſt Plea- 
ſure therein (which are offered by the Law.) 7 

al 
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faid he, Lo, I come to do thy Will, O God. He taketh 
away the frh, that he may eſtabliſh the ſecond. By 
the which Will we are ſanctiſied, through the Offer- 

ing of the Body * Feſus Chrif once for all, Heb. x. 
1. et 

It may be here objected, that all this is very 
true indeed; but at the ſame Time very trifling 
withal. For what is here advanced reaches no far- 
ther than to a virtual Abolition, the Truth of 
which is not contravened by our Author. What 
Occaſion then could there be for drawing out the 
Proots of an unconteſted Fact through all its 
Branches, and expanding the whole in ſuch an am- 
ple Manner ? 

The Objection, I own, ſeems plauſible enough 
at firſt View; however, upon a nearer Inſpection 
into the Author's Meaning and Method, it will 
appear to be a little too haſtily made. Indeed I 
grant the Point in queſtion, is very clear and ob- 
vious, and I ſhould have grudged the Pains of pro- 
ving ſo diffuſively a well-known Truth, had there 
not been Occaſion for it. But fo it is, either the 
Weakneſs or Whimſicalneſs of our Author has 
made it neceſſary, and who can help it ? That this 
is really the Cale, will moſt evidently appear by lay- 
ing before the Reader the finiſhing Stroke of his 
Argument. It is introduced by way of Anſwer to 
the Objection, which ariſes from his own Ac- 
count of this Revolution, and is concerved in the 
following Terms, 

« It may perhaps (ſays he) be farther objected, 
that the reaſons here given for the neceſſity of 
« aboliſhing Judaiſm on the coming of Chriſtianity 
„ reach no farther than to a virtual Abolition ;. 


& whereas it is an aug! Abolition only that can 
« ſerve our Purpoſe.” 


* 


To 
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* To this J reply, that the Abolition of a pre- 
„ paratory Religion on the Appearance of that 
s which was to follow, is not a Matter of every 
« Day's Experience. There is but this one In- 
« ſtance in the World, and never will be another. 
« Let us diveft ourſelves therefore of all thoſe 
* common Notions we form from Analogies, and 
we ſhall ſee that Reaſon leads us to expect an 
«© actual Abolition, Indeed, according to our 
Ideas of the general Nature of Religion, an 
. Hua! Abolition could not be certainly had, 
< without a force upon Free-will; hence in ſuch 
< Caſes a virtual Abolition is all we are to ex- 
ic pect: And from a Conſideration of the general 
Nature of Religion, we are miſled into this 
« Odjection. But the Religion in queſtion was of 
« 2 peculiar Kind. The eſſential Part of it was a 
4 ſocal Worſhip. This might be actually aboliſhed 
« without any Force upon the Will. When there- 
« fore an abolition was foretold, and the neceſſity 
4c of it ſeen, muſt we not conclude ſuch a one to 
« be meant? On the whole, a virtual Abolition 
« of Circumciſion, Purification, Diſtinction of Meats, 
« c. which belong to the private Part of the 
« Jewiſh Religion, was all that could be expect- 
ed: But the Nature of Things ſeems to require 
« an actual Abolition of the publick Part, which 
« was the Temple-Morſbip. To theſe many other 
« Reaſons might be added; ſuch as the apparent 
« Neceſſity of ſhewing, that this Nation was no 
“ longer God's peculiar; which could hardly be 
« done, while they were in Poſſeſſion of a Wor- 
« ſhip that was the characteriſtic Mark of God's 
« DPecutiarity : And ſuch as the transferring the 
* King ſhip of the Jews from God to Chriſt, 
« which would not appear to be done while the 


« Temple- 
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© Temple-Werſhip, the ſpecific Art of Alle- 
« giance, was in being.“ 

ence we ſee indeed that it is manifeſt the Au- 
thor does not call in queſtion the Truth of a virtual 
Abolition; but it is equally manifeſt that he ex- 
preſsly denies the Sufficiency of it to anſwer the 
whole Purpoſe of Providence in framing the Con- 
ſtitution of the Fewih' Religion. For fince f 
that Means an actual Abolition could be had in the 
Deſtruction of that providential Frame of their 
Religion without a Force upon the Free-Will, we 
muſt conclude, ſays he, that ſuch an Abolition was 
originally intended by Providence; and in this 
Senſe it is moſt reaſonable to underſtand all the 
Predictions concerning it. 

Now, in order to ſhew that we have no Reaſon 
from this ſingular Frame of Judaiſm to infer any 
Deſign of fuch an actual Abolition as is here pre- 
tended; it became neceſſary to ſet forth in the 
cleareſt and fulleſt Manner what Kind of Abolition 
was actually intended by the great Diſpoſer of all 
Events. But this could not be done without a 
general Diſplay of all the Parts of this important 
Tranſaction, as we find them revealed to us by the 
great Author of it in the holy Scriptures. For 
thither muſt we go to have this Queſtion truly and 
deciſively reſolved, and not to any Fable of Man's 
Invention, how cunningly ſoever it may be deviſed. 
What was the Will of God herein can be known 
certainly from himſelf alone; and in this Point the 
Scriptures are the ſole Guide, which are ſufficiently 
able to lead us into the Truth. 


This Scripture Doctrine being for that Pur- 
ofe already exhibited, I ſhall now proceed in the 
—— of the Method I laid down, and ap- 
ply it to the preſent Queſtion. 1 
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Firſt then. Here we find Chriſt himſelf ex preſsly 
declaring in preciſe Terms, that both the 3 and 
the Prophets, i. e. the whole Religion of the Jeiſb 
Diſpenſation, did aFually terminate and was abo- 
liſhed at the Coming of John Bapriſt, and that the 
Chriſtian Religion here call'd the Kingdom of God, 
did then ſucceed in its Place. 

2. Agreeable to this full Declaration of Jeſus, 
the ſame Joby, we ſee, did actually preach this King- 
dom of Heaven. Which is alſo recorded by all the 
Evangeliſts, and St. Mart expreſsly calls his Preach- 
ing the Beginning of the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, Mark 
i. 1.—Nor was this Thing done in a Corner, or 
ſecretly, but openly, and before all the People. 
For the ſame Mark tells, that there went out unto 
bim (John) all the Land of Judæa, and 9 of Je- 
ruſalem, aud were all baptized of him, y 5. It 
was not delivered as a Hint only, or ſpoken in 

tranſitu, but ſolemnly, and with Authority. For 
in his Exhortations he ſpared not, but reproved 
even Herod the Tetrarch, or chief Governor of 
the Country; inſomuch chat the People began to 
think he was the Chriſt, or the Meſſiah himſelf, 

In all this Proceeding we ſee nothing which 

ints to any future or more perfect Abolition of 
Hadan or Introduction of Chriſtianity. On the 
contrary, all ſuch Views are utterly excluded; for 
Jobn expreſsly declares, that the Ax is now laid t0 
the Root of the Tree, and that all Fleſh ſhould ſee the 
Salvation of God. He aſſures the unbelieving Part 
of the People likewiſe, that the Law which had 
been given them as the choſen People of God and 
Sons of Abraham their Father was no longer of any 
ſuch Avail to them; for that the Time was come 
When God would life up to himſelf Children from 
among the Gentiles, who ſhould be Sons and Heirs 
of the Promiſes made to Abraham, of thac Salvation 
which 
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to them by preaching the Baptiſm of Repentance and 
Remiſſion of Sins, i. e. the Doctrine of Chriſtia- 
nity. 
To the ſame Purpoſe it is remarkable that 
the whole Syſtem of Chriſtianity is compriz'd in 
this Diſcourſe of Jobn Baptiſt, as recorded by St. 
Luke, The Nature of the Change then effected, 
the Relation which the two Diſpenſations bear to 
each other, the Defects of the Moſaic Law, and 
the Perfections of the Chriſtian Covenant are here 
finely repreſented and figured by the ſtrongeſt and 
livelieſt Metaphors, — Every Mountain ſhall be 
brought low : Every one that exalteth himſelf as 
being of God's choſen Nation and peculiar People 
ſhall now be rejected and held in no Eſteem in the 
Eyes of God. By this Revolution God our Sa- 
viour did put down the mighty from their Seats, and 
exalted them of low Degree. Theſe Things were hid 
from the Wiſe and revealed unto Babes.— The crooked 
Ways ſhall be made ſtraight, and the rough Ways made 
ſmooth : The multifarious Rites, the Yoke and Bur- 
den of the Law was made light and eaſy by the Goſpel. 
Come unto me, ſays Chriſt, all ye that are heavy laden, 
for my Yoke is eaſy and my Burden is light.T he Axe 
is now laid to the Root of the Tree: The ſecret Work- 
ings of the Heart ſhall now be judged by the Law 
of Chriſt, and not the outward Act only, which is 
all that the Law of Moſes extends to.—He that hath 
two Coats, let him impart to him that hath none; 
and he that hath Meat let him do likewiſe. The Re- 
ligion I am come to introduce amongſt you is not 
confined to Acts of Juſtice only, which the Jewiſh 
Law took Cognizance of ; on the contrary, Works 
of Mercy and Charity are the peculiar Marks which di- 
ſtinguiſh the Chriſtian. In the ſame Idea he intimates 
to the Publicans and Soldiers that they ſhould till 


preſerve their Allegiance to the Law of Moſes, by 
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collecting as much as was appointed by the Ma- 
giſtrates of that Government; but informs them 
further, that the Nature of the Economy which 
he was empowered to diſpenſe, more. particularly 
conſiſted in forbidding the Practice of ſuch Wrongs 
in their Occupations as, by the Secrecy with which 
they might unavoidably be perpetrated, would 
eſcape the Puniſhment of the Law. — After this 
he declares the ſovereign Power and Eminence of 
the great Founder of this new Diſpenſation and the 
Nature of his Office; One mightier than I cometh, 
the Latchet of whoſe Shoes I am not worthy to un- 
looſe; be ſhall baptize you with the Holy Ghoſt and 
with Fire. A much greater Perſon this than Mo- 
ſes, who gave you the Law; One whoſe Fan is 
in his Hand, and he will thoroughly purge his Floor. 
One to whom all Hearts are open, who is a Diſ- 
cerner of the ſecret Purpoſes of the Soul, and who 
will make theſe Secrets the chief Object of his 
Judgment; after which he will gather the Wheat 
into his Garner, but the Chaff he will burn with 
Fire unquenchable : The Rewards and Puniſhments 
of this Religion Chriſt which is now preach'd, are 
infinite and eternal, by which it is eſpecially 
exalted, and raiſed above the Moſaic Diſpenſation 
tor that reaches no farther than to temporal Views 
and temporal Sanctions only....Thus we ſee how 
fully and particularly this great Change in the 
Courſe of God's Diſpenſations is remarked in every 
Branch of it to be wrought at this Time. | 
Jeſus explicitly and poſitively declares in 
theſe Scriptures, that John Baptiſt was that Elias, 
which, according to the Prophets, was to come 
and reſtore all Things, to take away the Curſe 
which was till then by the Law of Works, and to 
reſtore Man to the Image and Favour of God by 
Faith and Repentance, bringing in the Doctrine 


and 
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and Remiſſion of Sins; and that he had actually 
executed this important Commiſſion, and had been 
put to Death by Herod for exerting this Au— 
thority. 

To convince the Jews alſo that 7obn was in- 
veſted with full Power and Authority to work this 
great Work, Jeſus fets forth the extraordinary E- 
minence of his Character and the Dignity of his 
Office in a very diſtinguiſning Manner. There is 
a peculiar Force and Majeſty in this Expreſſion, 
Of thoſe that are born of Women there has not ariſen 
a greater than John. He concludes with theſe em- 
phatical Words, He that hath Ears to hear let him 
hear. An Expreſſion very ſignificative, and never 
uſed by him, but on thoſe Occaſions, when he 
{trove to excite the attention of the People, and 
fix their obſervation upon the peculiar Importance 
of the doctrine then delivered by him. | 

Add to this, that John's miraculous Birth 
was announced by an Angel from Heaven, who 
declared, that by the ſpecial appointment of God 
he was ordained to be the Perſon who ſhould come 
in the Spirit and Power of Elias to introduce this 
extraordinary Change and Renovation. And far- 
ther, to make it apparent that this was done ac- 
cording to the Fore-knowledge and Purpoſe of 
God, his Diet, and particular Manner of Life, 
with the Place of his Abode and Preaching are 
declared to be foretold by the Prophets. Laſt- 
ly, it is very obſervable, that the particular 
Time when he opened this high Commiſſion is 
more circumſtantially marked, and exactly pointed 
out than any one act in the Goſpel-Hiſtory. 

Upon the whole therefore, when we fee the 
Abolition of Judaiſin ſo expreſsly and ſolemnly 
executed at this Time; and Chriſt.anity likewiſe, 
at the ſame Time actually introduced; and every 
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Thing done by the ſpecial Appointment of 
God; can the leaſt Suſpicion ariſe in the Mind of 
any reaſonable Perſon, that there was a Defect in 
this great Work, and that the Buſineſs ſtill re- 
main'd imperfect and unfiniſhed. When we ſee 
the particular Manner in which this Abolition was 
then performed to be foretold by the Spirit of 
Prophecy *, which is the Teſtimony of Jeſus; can 
any Man in his Senſes doubt whether this was the 
only Method in which God at the Time of fram- 
ing that Religion did fully intend to aboliſh it, 
or that his whole Intention therein was not fulfilled 
and completed ? *Tis as clear, I conceive, as the 
Sun at Noon-day, that the State of the Moſaical 
CEconomy was perfectly cloſed and ſhut up, and 
that the Era of Chriſtianity now took its Riſe, 
and commenced from this Period. 

2. But this is not all; for John having thus pre- 
pared the Way, Jeſus ſhews himſelf and takes Poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Kingdom, and is ſeated upon that 
Throne which by the Diſpoſition of Providence, 
and the ſettled Courſe of Succeſſion in the two 
Diſpenſations, devolved to the Son at the Expira- 
tion of the Father's Theocracy. 

At his Birth an extraordinary-Homage had been 
paid to him as KING of the Jews, by the miracu- 
lous Deſignation of Providence; and now at his 
Baptiſm we ſee the Government actually transferred 
to him; for he was then anointed by the Holy 
Ghoſt to the Office and Power of a KING. | 

Accordingly we ſee him uſhered in by his 
proper Herald and Harbinger ; who, according to 
the Cuſtom of great and powerful Kings b, but in 
the ſpiritual Senſe of the Words, agreeable to the 
Nature of his Kingdom, went and took down the 
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Hills and fill'd up the Vallies before him, making 
(in the Words of the Prophet) a High-way for bim 
that rideth in the Deſarts *, Thus the Ground of 
the Fewiſh Expectation was complied with; and 
even that Shadow of an Objection which might be 
made to his kingly Power from the Book of Ba- 
ruch was obviated; for thus ſays that apocryphal 
Prophet, God hath commanded and appointed that 
every high Mountain and Bank of long Continuance 
ſhould be caſt down, and every Valley filled up, that 
Iſrael may go ſafely in the Glory of God, ch. v. 7 *. 

In purſuance to this Character he firſt preaches 
this Kingdom himſelf, and then calls his Apoſtles, 
and appoints them his ſupreme Miniſters with an 
Authority; to which they all immediately paid 
Obedience : Theſe, aſſiſted by the LXX Diſciples, he 
ſends to proclaim and publiſh his Kingdom through- 
out all the Land of Judæa, and gives them ſuch 
Inſtructions, and inveſts them with ſuch miracu- 
lous Powers, as were neceſſary to enable them to 
execute this moſt important, difficult, and dan- 
gerous Commiſſion, 

After this we ſee him making his publick En- 
try into Ferufalem, the Metropolis of Judæa, and 
the Reſidence of the 7ewiſb Kings, amidſt the Ac- 
clamations of the People,who recognized and faluted 
him their King, the King of ael; and that Son 
of David which their own Prophets had foretold 
ſhould ſit upon his Throne. And left this Pro- 
ceeding ſhould be ſuſpected to take its Riſe from 
the giddy Madneſs of an infatuated Multitude, and 
to prevent any ſuch Miſconſtruction, the whole So- 


lemnity is conducted by his own expreſs Orders, 
which no Man durſt reſiſt. 


e Pſalm Ixviii. 4. r Whitby in Luke iii, 5 : 
| 3 eing 


34 A Review of the 
Being thus ſolemnly inaugurated, He immedi- 
ately begins to exerciſe his Power, firſt purges the 
Temple from the Abuſes and Profanations brought 
into it by the wicked Practices of the avaritious 
Prieſts, and then preaches openly therein, with 
Authority, controlling and reproving the chief 
Prieſts and Rulers of the Jews. Theſe being 
highly provoked by the Majeſty of his kingly 
Comportment, demanded of him to ſhew them 
. his Authority for theſe Proceedings ; upon which 
Occaſion he proves this Authority by ſuch con- 
vincing Arguments, as ſilenced all their Cavils a- 
gainſt it; at which, being mad with Vexation, 
they would have laid violent Hands upon him; 
but this Attempt was defeated by the great Num- 
bers of the People, who then acknowledged his 
juſt Title to the Kingſhip, and had yielded them- 
ſelves his Subjects. | 

On another Occaſion we find this King aſſerting 
and exerciſing his Power over the Law of Moſes in 
ſuch a Manner as clearly evinces that the Theocra- 
cy of the Father had then ceaſed, and that the 
royal Power was transferred to him the Son. His 
Diſciples had broke the Law of Moſes concerning 
the keeping of the Sabbath by plucking ſome Ears 
of Corn in the Fields and eating them, to ſatisfy 
their Hunger. The Thing was preſently remarked, 
and cenſured by the Phariſees. Now in Truth this 
was no better than a malicious Cavil, even had the 
Divinity of their Religion been ſtill remaining, 
which our Saviour does not omit to obſerve to 
them. But not content with giving only ſuch an 
Anſwer, as tho' ſufficient to ſilence their Cavil, 
might be apt to confirm their falſe Notion, that 
the Law was ſtill in Force by vertue of the Theo- 
cracy; he takes Occaſion from this Incident to 
ſuggeſt to their Notice, that theſe, his Diſciples, 
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were now to be eſteemed as Prieſts of his Religion, 
who had done this Thing while they were attend- 
ing on their proper Miniſtry, at his Command, 
who was come to aboliſh their Law of Sacrifices 
and inſtitute the new Covenant of Mercy in its 
ſtead, according to the Prediction of one of their 
own Prophets; and in doing this were authorized 
by Him, who was the Son of Man, a Character 
which imported him to be both King of the Fews 
and the Son of God, and conſequently one who 
was not only GREATER than the Temple, but 
Loxp alſo of their Sabbath. 

Conformable to this Title, the Idea of a King- 

dom is perpetually kept in view, the Truth of it 
brought into the Obſervation of the People, and 
the Impreſſion preſerved freſh upon their Minds 
during the whole Courſe of the Miniſtry of Jeſus, 
who in all his preaching every where, and 2 
all Occaſions, conſtantly and invariably diſtin- 
guiſhes his Religion by the Title of the Kingdom 
of Heaven and the Kingdom of God. 
In conſequence of the ſame Character he de- 
clares, that the Father had then committed all 
Judgment unto him, and given him a juſt Claim to 
the ſame Honour with himſelf, For farther Sa- 
tisfaction likewiſe, in order to remove ſuch Pre- 
judices as might ariſe againſt him from the Mean- 
neſs of his Appearance, he ſhews the Reaſon of 
this Diſpoſition, and declares the Ground and 
Foundation of his Claim to that Honour ; it was 
given him, he ſays, becauſe he was the Son of 
Man, 1. e. had condeſcended to take human Na- 
ture upon him for the great Work of Man's Re- 
demption, and to inſtitute the Means of Salvarion 
by his Religion. 

Farther it is notorious, that he was apprehended, 
committed, tried and condemn'd for alerting this 
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Title, and aſſuming this Character; and upon his 
Trial openly confefled and confirmed the Charge, 
nay he proved the Truth of his Kingſhip ſo clearly, 
that Pilate his Judge, and a Pagan, was convinced, 
and gave his Atteſtation to it by the Inſcription 
which he ordered to be put over him on the Croſs. 
After his Reſurrection we find him declaring 
himſelf to be actually poſſeſſed of his Kingdom in 
its full Extent, and aſſerting that his Power com- 
prehended both Heaven and Earth within its Do- 
minion. In vertue of this Authority he iſſues out 
his Commands to his Diſciples, to go and proclaim 
the Laws of his Kingdom to all Nations throughout 
the World, and delivers to them the particular 
Form of admitting Subjects into it. He had be- 
fore * apprized them of the many and great Difficul- 
ties and Dangers they would meet with in the Ex- 
ecution of this Commiſſion ; and he now animates 
them for the Undertaking by a ſpecial Promiſe of 
his kingly Aſſiſtance in the Work. But at this 
Time he gave them no additional Laws to pro- 
mulge, no farther Precepts to inculcate; on the 
other hand he obſerves to them, that his whole 
Doctrine, the entire Syſtem of his Religion, had 
been delivered by him during his Abode among 
them. Go to the Gentiles, ſays he, teaching them 
all Things whatſoever I have (already) commanded 
you, Matt. xxviii. 20. The Jews had ſufficient 
Means of Conviction given them by Chriſt before 
his Death, particularly by the Proof brought from 
their own Prophecies; an Argument peculiar to 
themſelves, who acknowledged the Line Au- 
thority of thoſe Prophecies of Chriſt. Indeed the 
whole Doctrine (we ſee here) had been declared to 
them, which by rejecting they had there put the 
laſt Hand to this new Religion, and the Covenant 
f Matt. x. 
being 
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being now ſealed with the Blood of the Mediator, 
was ready to be delivered to the Gentiles allo. 

After all that has been urged upon this Head, 
ſurely we muſt conclude that Blindneſs to be of 
the Jewiſh Kind, equally obſtinate, and alike in- 
curable, which ſhall perſiſt in affirming, that there 
was any farther Neceſſity of ſhewing, that the 
Kingſhip of the Fews was at this Time transferred 
from God to Chriſt, and that ſtill it is not ſuffi- 
ciently apparent that the Allegiance of this People 
was due to him while the Acts of the Temple- Wor- 
ſhip were in being or continued to be exerciſed. 

"Thirdly and laſtly, That eſſential Part of the 
Fewiſh Religion, their Sacrifices and Prieſthood, 
that is, their whole Temple-Worſhip, is ſo expli- 
citly aſſerted to be totally, finally, and actually abo- 
liſhed and diſannulled by the Sacrifice of the Death 
of Chriſt, and the Argument is ſo diffuſively ex- 
plained, and ſo convincingly urged by the Apoſtle 
himſelf, that this Point {the peculiar Foundation 
of our Author's Fable) neither needs, nor indeed 
admits of a fuller Application to evince the Foll 
of it. Away then with this childiſh abſurd Tal 
of the farther Neceſſity of a yet more actual, and 
another final Abolition, to make Way for intro- 

ducing, erecting, and founding Chriſtianity, 
The Concluſion, therefore, is moſt evident! 
apparent, that the Abolition of 7«daiſm completed 
at the Time pointed out by the Scriptures, was no 
ſuch ineffectual and unavailing Thing as our Au- 
thor would feign obtrude upon the Credulity of 
his Readers. Not ſuch an Abolition as is obſcure- 
ly hinted or tacitly implied and left to be inferred 
only from the local Frame and elementary Nature 
of it; nor ſuch a one as could only be proved by 
Men of great Science and deep Study ; nor by theſe 
neither, without the Help of refined Subtilties of 
Reaſon 
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Reaſon and far-fetched fanciful Conſtructions ' of 
Scripture; a Method of aboliſhing which ſurely 
very ill ſuits with the Nature and End of this 
Change in the State of God's Revelations, made 
for the univerſal Uſe. and Service of Mankind. 
On the contrary, a Fact of ſuch a general Concern 
and high Importance we have ſeen, is delivered in 
the plaineſt and cleareſt Terms, whereby it be- 
comes notorious to every Man of common Un- 
derſtanding, that the Inſtitution of the Fewihh Re- 
ligion (the Law and the Prophets) is expreſsly 
willed and declared actually to ceaſe and deter- 
mine by the fame Authority, which firſt gave it; 
and that the whole Deſign of Providence in the 
original Frame of that Conſtitution was, as to the 
Time and Manner of its Determination and end- 

ing perfectly fulfilled in this Abolition. 

All Objections that can be offered in reſpect to 
the Time of this total Abolition, are, I conceive, 
ſufficiently obviated by the Paſſages of Scripture, 
which have. been already produced ; but if any 
Cavil ſhould till ariſe, it muſt infallibly be put to 
Silence from our Saviour's Words ſpoken upon 
Occaſion of the Proofs which he had given the 
Jews of theſe Things. FI had not come and ſpoken 
unto them, and done the Works which none other 
Man did, they had not had Sin; but now have they 
no Clock for their Sin a. Now their Sin conſiſted in 
rejecting him for their King, and his Doctrine as 
their Law-giver, by which the Law of Moſes was 
aboliſhed and Chriſtianity introduced. But the 
Temple of Jeruſalem was ſtanding, and the Sacri- 
fices (as uſual) daily offered therein, at the Time 
when theſe Words were ſpoken. If then there 
was an apparent Neceſlity of ſhewing in the De- 
ſtruction of that Temple, that their Religion was 
aboliſhed, their Unbelict of that Abolition could 
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be no Sin before ſuch a Deſtruction; conſequently 
upon that Suppoſition, ſo far were they at this 
Time from having no Cloak for their Sin, that they 
had really no Sin to cloak, 

II. Ir being now evident, that the Religion of the 
Jews was perfectly aboliſhed, and the Deſign of 
God thereby to introduce Chriſtianity at the ſame 
Time completed before the Deſtruction of the 
Temple ; I proceed to ſhew, that this important 
Revolution was brought about by ſuch Means as 
were not only very different from, but utterly in- 
compatible with that vengetul Deſtruction, 


In the Sermon on the s Mount, Jeſus diſcloſes 
to his Diſciples the true Nature of his Kingdom, 
and the Laws thereof; and with the Dignity and 
Majeſty becoming a divine Law-giver, enjoins the 
Practice of thoſe Duties which peculiarly diſtin- 
guiſhed his Religion from the Law of Moſes. But 
theſe were ſuch Duties as plainly demanded Aﬀec- 
tions and Diſpoſitions totally different from thoſe 
which they had imbibed by being trained up un- 
der the Jewiſh Economy. This had taught them 
to bend their Minds wholly upon Earth, bid them 
reſt all their Hopes, and center all their Views in 
the Poſſeſſion of the good Things of the Land of 
Canaan, and to expect national Proſperity for the 
Reward of their religious Obedience : That di- 
rected them not to confine their Thoughts to any 
Society upon Earth, but to look upon Heaven as 
their proper Country, required them to ſet their 
Affections above, taught them even to count them- 
ſelves bleſſed when Men ſhould perſecute them for 
the Sake of their Religion, and enjoined them to 
perform all its Duties with a View only to the 
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Kingdom of Heaven. This Doctrine, no doubt, 
ſeemed, in their Opinion, to untie the Bonds of 
all Society, and particularly that of the Jes, which 
was founded entirely upon temporal Views, and 

calculated to ſuit.the Jeww;fo Natioft only. _ 
In order, therefore, to free his Diſciples from 
fuch uneaſy Muſings, our Saviour ſays to them, 
Think not that I am come to deſtroy the Law and the 
Prophets, I am not come to deſtroy but to fulfill. For 
verily I ſay unto you, till Heaven and Earth paſs, 
one Jot or one Tittle ſhall in no wiſe paſs from the 
Law, till all be fulfilled. Whoſoever therefore ſhall 
break one of theſe leaſt Commandments, ſhall teach 
Men ſo, be ſhall be called the leaſt in the Kiugdom of 
| Heaven. For I ſay unto you, that except your Righ- 
teouſneſs exceed the Righteouſneſs of the Scribes and 
Phariſees, ye ſhall in no caſe enter into the Kingdom of 

Heaven. | 

The Deſign of Chriſt's coming was not to put 
a Stop to the Exerciſe of the Jewiſh Law, either 
by any inward Force upon the Willsof the Peo- 
le, or by any outward Violence againſt their 
emple. None of theſe Things came within the 
Council of his Purpoſe. They might ſtill re- 
main, notwithſtanding that Change which he came 
to make. My Deſign, ſays he, is to take out the 
Sting of the Law, to blot out the Hand-writing 
of its Ordinances, by ſupplying the Defects, and 
filling up the Imperfections of it, by bringing in 
the Subſtance of which it preſents only the Types 
and Shadows, by eſtabliſhing the true ſpiritual 
Senſe of it, by reſtoring its Doctrines to their ori- 
ginal State of Purity; and in ſhort by advancing 
every Part of it to the utmoſt Pitch of Conſumma- 
tion. 
Agreeably to this Interpretation, he proceeds to 
ſhew by inſtancing in ſeveral Particulars, that his 
Purpoſe 
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Purpoſe was to bring in no Alteration of any Truth 
or Duty, or any ſingle Precept of their Diſpenſa- 
tion, by any other Means than this of fulfilling. 
Thus he does not deſtroy or deny the Truth of 
that Righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, 
which was according to the Law, but builds upon 
it; teaching that the Righteouſneſs of his Diſci- 
ples muſt exceed theirs. Hereby he plainly ſug- 
geſts to them, that being Jews, they were to look 
upon themfelves as Members ſtill of the Jewiſh 
Community, and that Allegiance was ſtill due to 
their Jetiiſb Governors: Though at the ſame 
Time they were to conſider themſelves as Mem- 
bers alſo of the Kingdom of Heaven. For in- 
ſtance, Thou ſhalt not murder; thou ſhalt not commit 
Adultery , thou ſhalt not ſwear falſely, All theſe 
were ſtill Duties as much as ever, even in the le- 
gal Senſe of them. I mean, that the Law of Mo- 
ſes which marked out and defined what ſhould be 
deemed Murder, what Adultery, and what Falſe- 
| ſwearing, and appointed alſo the particular Satis- 
faction which was to be made by the Offender, 
the Puniſhment to be inflited for the Offence, and 
the Teſtimony neceſſary to prove it, this Law, 
I fay, in all theſe Reſpects had till a proper obli- 
gatory Force, and the Duty of Obedience to it by 
its proper Subjects, the Jews, was by Intendment 
comprehended within the Religion of Chriſt. But 
then theſe Duties were by that Religion extended 
to raſh Anger, to Luſt, and vain Swearing, and 
likewiſe. to the Thoughts and Intentions, the 
Wiſhes and ſecret Workings of the Mind which 
lead to theſe Crimes. 

Again, Moſes had ordered that no one ſhould 
put away his Wife, but in due Form of Law, 
and in order to check cauſeleſs Separations, and a 
promiſcuous Abuſe of Marriage, had pointed out 


the 
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the particular Offences, upon the Proof of which 
a Divorce ſhould be granted. Now this Law was 
ſtrictly juſt, and founded in the Reaſon and Na- 
ture of Things ariſing from the particular State 
and Condition, Temper and Circumſtances of that! 
People, and as long as theſe remained unaltered, - 
muſt and did continue in Force. But this natural 
Relation of Things being changed, there was a 
Neceſſity likewiſe of changing the Law ; and thoſe 
Diſpenſations, which by the Law of Nature had 
been till then fit and reaſonable on account of the 
Hardneſs of their Hearts, and neceſſary to prevent 
farther Miſchiefs, were now, by reaſon of their 
exceeding Perverſeneſs, become immoral and un- 
fit to be allowed to that wicked and ſingularly adul- 
terous Generation; whence they were ſeen by the Eye 
of God to encreaſe thoſe Miſchiefs which they had 
been given to prevent, and actually in a great mea- 
ſure did prevent, while the People kept themſelves 
leſs corrupt. This divine Law-giver therefore, to 
whoſe View the whole Order, State, and Courſe of 
all Things are intimately preſent, ſets aſide theſe- 
Diſpenſations which he knew were now become 
an Inconvenience in the Law of Moſes, and gives 
them a new Law in this Reſpect, by which the 
State of Marriage is reſtored to its original Purity, 
admitting of no Separation at all, but what is 
founded upon the natural Breach of that ſacred 
Union eſtabliſhed by God between Man and Wo- 
man. And by the way, the divine Nature of 
Chriſt the Law-giver, is clearly manifeſted in 
this Inſtitution : For the Change and Alteration, 
which then, and not till then, had paſſed in the 
natural Relation of Things, whence aroſe the Fit- 
neſs of introducing this Inſtitution, could be known 
to none but God alone. 


But 


fiery Eruption at Jeruſalem, 63 

But what is moſt obſervable to our preſent Pur- 
pole is, that from hence evidently appears the ex- 
act Fitneſs and Fulneſs of the Time in which our 
Saviour came into the World. We ſee by this 
Improvement made by him in the ancient Law of the 
Jews, that it was become neceſſary at that particular 
Time, from the exact Pitch of perverſe Wicked- 
neſs, to which that adulterous Generation had then 
arrived, to aboliſh this Part of the Law. Whence 
it follows, that it is a Contradiction to the Reaſon 
and Nature of Things to ſuppoſe this Abolition 
not to be perfected till the — of Feruſa- 
lem. 

What has been ſaid conceenting the Nature of 
the Crimes and Offences defined by the Law 
of - Moſes, holds true with regard to the Pu- 
niſhments ordained for every Offence by that 
Law. In the fame Proportion the Duties were 
extended, the Penalties were likewiſe enlarged; but 
not deſtroyed. On the contrary, every Crime per- 
petrated by a Jew/h Subject was ſtill juſtly ob- 
[noxious to the Judement and the Councils, to the 
Puniſhments and Cenſures enjoined by the Courts 
of Juſtice eſtabliſhed by Moſes. But then they 
were now declared to be obnoxious likewiſe to 
another Tribunal, to the Inflictions of the King- 
dom of Heaven, and to that hire which goeth not 
Out. 

The ſame Reaſoning extends to the Sacrifice 
and Offerings of the Law ordained to be perform- 
ed only in the Temple. Thele Reparations were 
ſtill required ro be made in that Place, and had 
ſtill, by a natural Operation, Virtue enough to 
make amends to the Publick for the Diſhonour 
put upon their publick and national Religion, 
which reached no farther than to the external Act; 

for that was all that could properly come under 
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the * Cognizance of the Publick. Theſe Repa- 
rations were adequately proportioned to the Affront 
ut upon that Religion; and no Wonder that the 
lood of Bulls and Goats ſhauld always be deemed 
ſufficient Attonements, and effectual to waſh off 
Offences againſt a Religion, which conſiſted in the 
Sacrifices of Bulls and Goats. But theſe could not 
waſh away the Guilt and Pollution of the Heart 
and Conſcience. That muſt neceſſarily be a 
Satisfaction proportioned to the Mind, and its 
Thoughts juſt as theſe external Ceremonials of the 
Law were to the Body, and its Actions. Herein lay 
the eſſential Weakneſs and Imperfection of the le- 
gal Sacrifices; the Sting and Venom of Sin ſtill 
remained unpurged, and yet the perfect Righte- 
ouſneſs of God's Tribunal neceſſarily required ſome 
Satisfaction to be made for this Malignity. This 
Truth was ſeen by the Jews themſelves as long as 
they preſerved uncorrupt a right Notion of one in- 
finite all-knowing and juſt God. And they had alſo 
fomething which pointed to a Scheme of Things 
more perfect. The Prophets eſpecially are full of 
ſuch Expectations and even make noble Advances 
towards it, very frequently extolling real Piety 
and ſolid Virtue, not without expreſſing ſome com- 
parative Contempt for thoſe Shews which the Law 
of Moſes enjoined. And in all Times there were 
ſome among them who waited for this Renovation; 
Theſe were uſed to ſay with the Son of Sirach, The 
Power of the Earth is in the Hand of the Lord, and 
in due Time he will ſet over it ONE that is pRo- 


b Joſephus wonders at Polybius, who writes, that Antiochus 
theretore died, becauſe he would have ſpoiled the Temple of Di- 
ana in Pera; for ſince he had only intended to commit Sacrilege, 
but had not effected it, he deſerved no Puniſhment. Ts yay 
hun monoal, T0 tgyor Beunvoawunr d ifs Tipupin; ator, ſays 
that Hiſtorian, Antiq. lib. xii. c. 13, 

1 | FITABLE, 
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FITABLE, Eccleſ x. 4. And theſe Expectations 
were the genuine Leſſons and proper Uſe of the 
Law , the whole of which was in this Senſe a 
Prophecy, whereby it became . to 
lead the Fews to Chriſt, | 
* Accordingly when the Fulneſs of Time was 
come, the Faith and Hopes and Expectations of 
theſe People were fully ſatisfied, and this Imper- 
fection entirely filled up and aboliſhed. But how 
was this done ? Not by taking away the Uſe and 
Exerciſe of the imperfect Sacrifices. No ſuch 
Thing. For theſe, *tis well known, were per- 
mitted to continue on account of that relative Per- 
fection, by virtue of which, as they were perfectly 
adapted to the State and Temper, ſo they had a 
natural Operation to promote the Proſperity of the 
Jewiſh Nation. Nor, ſecondly, was there any 
teal and eſſential Change miraculouſly wrought 
and Perfection infuſed into theſe Sacrifices. For 
this could not be done without either tranſubſtan- 
tiating or conſubſtantiating the Body and Blood of 
Bulls and Goats into the Body and Blood of Chriſt. 
A-third Way then we ſee was taken, and a new Sa- 
crifice brought in, which was abundantly ſufficient 
to make up all the Wants, and ſupply all the De- 
fects of the old ones; and which conſequently fully 
anſwered all the Expectations, and fulfilled all the 
Purpoſes required. F very one ſees I am ſpeaking 
of the Sacrifice of the Death of Chriſt ; by which 
he blotted out the Hand-writing of the Jewiſb 
Ordinances, and took it out of the Way, nailing it 
to his Croſs, Col. ii. 14. But who beſides our 
Author can ſee, that this Sacrifice was not fully 
perfected upon that Croſs, and that Chriſt was not 
abſolutely and completely dead till he ſhewed him- 
ſelf alive by the viſible Diſplay of Majeſty and 
Power, in which he came to deſtroy and diſperſe 
his Fewifh Enemies. 
E In 
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In this Repreſentation of the Manner in which 
the State of Religion paſſed from one Diſpenſation 
to the other, there appears one uniform View of 
Providence under both. Thus to know what was 
the Religion of Feſus, we have nothing to do but 
to make every thing in Judaiſm perfect as our Fa- 
ther which is in Heaven is perfect. Hereby the Wall 
of Partition which incloſed the Jewiſh Nation, and 
diſtinguiſhed it from the reſt of the World, was 
pulled down, but the Nation not deſtroyed, Every 
Thing in the Law of Moſes, which is applied there 
to one Nation only, is by the Law of Chriſt extend- 
ed as far as the original Reaſon of it extends; and 
that is here made univerſal and infinite which is there 
limited and confined :—The Limits of the Jewiſß 
Law are taken away, but the Law itſelf ftill con- 
tinued to exiſt, There remains all the ſame Pro- 
portions, but only every Limb and Feature 
is infinitely ſwelled and filled out. Thus we 
ſee why the Apoſtle exhibits the Law as an exact 
Pattern, Model, and Examplar of heavenly Things, 
but not the heavenly Things themſelves. Theſe were 
reſerved, till the Fullneſs of Time, to be diſcovered 
by the preaching of the Goſpel; when the Veil 
was drawn aſide; when the Sun of Righteouſneſs 
aroſe; and ſo the great Myſtery of Ages was dif- 
cloſed. | 

By this Plan of Providence Chriſtianity appears 
not to be another Thing from the Law, but the 
Law itſelf filled up to the Meaſure of the Divine 
Being. In this View the ſame God is ſeen {till to 
preſide ; but no longer as the tutelar Deity of the 
Fews only : He now ſhews himſelf to be the God 
of the Gentiles alſo, and the Great God of the 
whole Earth. Jeſus Chriſt is by this Means clearly 
ſeen to be the Son and Heir of all Things : He is 
known to be the natural Lord of all the Truths 


diſpenſed 
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diſpenfed by his Miniſters and Servants at ſundry 


Times and in divers Manners from everlafting to 
everlaſting. He is diſtinguiſhed to be, the One 
Prophet in whom all their Iuſpirations are centered; 
the One Atonement in which all Propitiations are 
comprehended; the One King to whom all Ho- 
mage 1s due. 

In any other Suppoſition Jeſus would appear to 
be but Another Prophet how great ſoever, and his 
Doctrine but Another Doctrine, how wiſe ſoever ; 
and the God of the Chriſtians ſome other God, 
how much ſoever ſuperior. No Argument would 
lie from one Diſpenſation to the other: What was 
ſaid to the Jews would be ſaid to them only, and 
this latter Revelation might deftroy and annihilate 
the former, which Chriſt himſelf declares his did 
not, and conſequently the Deſtruction of the Tem- 
ple was ſo far from being any Part of the neceſſary 
Means for effectuating this Change of the two Diſ- 
penſations, that the Suppoſition of its being de- 
ſtroyed for that Purpoſe is incompatible with thoſe 
Means; for had not Chriſt completed his whole 
Deſign in aboliſhing Fudaiſin and introducing Chri- 
ſtianity, by fulfilling the Law and the Prophets 
in that View, while the Temple was ſtanding, and 
the Fewtifh State ſtill continued in being, the De- 
ſtruction of that Temple and Diſperſion of the 
People muſt neceſſarily have prevented it. The 
Religion therefore, which is ſaid to be founded at 
that Time, and to take its Riſe from that Means, 
muſt be another Doctrine, preached by another 
Chriſt, who muſt have been ſent by ſome other 
'God. 

From what has been hitherto diſcourſed con- 
cerning the Nature of our Saviour's Doctrine, it 

| evidently appears that the Deſtruction of the Tem- 
| ple was quite foreign to the Deſign and — 
| | $2 0 
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of introducing Chriſtianity. But this is not all; 


for the Knowledge of this End of his Doctrine was 
ſo eſſentially neceſſary for forming their Conduct 
and directing the Behaviour of his Diſciples, that 
we find him declaring in expreſs Words, that the 
whole Law and Religion of Moſes, notwithſtand- 
ing the Divinity of it, had ceaſed at the coming 


of Jobn Baptiſt, had ſtill a proper Authority which 


was to be obeyed, and that the Commands of the 
Fewti/hh Rulers were ſtill to be obſerved. For thus 
ſays St. Matthew, Then fpake Jeſus to the Multi- 

tude and to his Diſciples, the Scribes and Phariſees 
fit in Moſes's Seat. All therefore whatſoever they bid 
you obſerve, that obſerve and do, Matt. xxiii. 1, 2, 
3. that is, all their Doctrine, as far as it is agree- 
able to the Law of Moſes. The Scribes were ap- 
pointed Interpreters of the Law by their Conſtitu- 
tion, and Moſes had enjoined According to the 
Sentence of the Law which they ſhall teach thee, and 
according to the Judgment which they ſhall tell thee, 
thou ſhalt do: Thou ſhalt not decline from the Sen- 


ence which they ſhall ſhew thee to the right-hand nor 


to the left, Deut. xvii. 11. Nay, even in Things 
doubtful and undetermined in the Law, if not 
contrary to its Precepts, but ſubſervient to pro- 


.mote the true Practice of it, the Deciſions of theſe 


Judges were to be obſerved. Hence we ſee the 
Law in both theſe Caſes is declared to be ſtill in 
force by Jeſus Chriſt. Moe to you Scribes and Pha- 
riſees, Hypocrites; for ye pay Tithe of Mint, and 
Aniſe, and Cummin, and have omitted the weightier 


Matters of the Law, Judgment, Mercy, and Faith: 


Theſe ought ye to have done, and not to have left the 
other undone, Matt. xxiii. 23, Theſe have a na- 
tural Goodneſs in relation to your particular State 
and Circumſtances, and the other are uſeful in 
aſſiſting the natural Operation of theſe z and bath 

are 
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_—_ be complied with for Peace and Order's 
8 D a : 
Our Saviour's own Practice in both theſe Points 
was entirely * conformable to this Doctrine; for af- 
ter his firſt Miracle at Cana in Galilee, he went up 
to Feruſalem to keep the Feaſt * of the Paſſover, 
the firſt that had happened after he had aboliſhed 
the Jewiſh Religion, where he obſerved the Fewi/h 
Rites which were to be obſerved at that Feaſt, 
After this he went again to that © Feaſt, and 
aſſiſted at every Paſſover, except one, during his 
Miniſtry, where he performed all the Rites re- 
quired by the Law at theſe Feſtivals. We find 
him alſo keeping the Feaſt of Tabernacles *, in 
obedience to the Command; theſe Feaſts were 
both inſtituted by Moſes. But in the ſame Manner, 
he complied with the Rules for keeping the Feaſt 
of Dedication ©, now *tis well known, that this 
was the Feaſt of the Dedication of the Altar and 
"Temple after the Prophanation of them by Anti- 
ochus Epiphanes, the Celebration of which was. 
pointed by Judas Maccabeus.—e* Moreover Judas 
“ and his Brethren, and the whole Congregation 
„of I/frael, ordained that the Days of the Dedica- 
« tion of the Altar ſhould be kept in their Seaſon 
6 from Year to Year, for the Space of eight 
« Pays f.“ So that the Obligation is founded: upon 
the Authority of a mere human Inſtitution; and 
yet we ſee Chriſt, (who was born under the Law,) 
paid Obedience to it, after he had declared chat 
Obligation to be cancelled which had its Force 
from the divine Inſtitution of the Law of Moſes:- > | 
Bhy virtue of Chriſt's Command, and in Confor- 
mity to his Example, we find James the Biſhop 
and the Elders with him at Jeruſalem, continuing in 
« Luke iv. 16. et ſeqq. Here he aſſerts too that the Law was 
aboliſhed. b John iii. 1. vi. 4. vii. 10. Chap. x. 22, 
23, Vide Grot. in locum. f 1 Macab. iv. 59. 
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the Obſervation of the whole Law, and the Ferofo 
Converts are ſo far from being blamed for their Zeal 
in this Reſpect, that by the joint Advice ana Re- 
queſt of theſe Elders, St. Pau! (who was born a 
Ferw,): went into the Temple to obſerve the Law of 
Purification, and there to offer the proper Offers 
ings required by that Law ; in order to ſatisfy theſe 
Fewiſb Converts that he walked orderly and ſtill 
continued to keep the Law; and that he had not 
taught thoſe 3 which were among the Gentiles 


to forſake Moſes, and not to wall after their Cu- 
ſtoms as they had been falſely enen, Acts xxi. 
y 21, et ſeqq. 


In the ſame Spirit be begins his Defehee before 
Felix in theſe Words; Foraſmuch as I know. that 
tham Baſt been for mary Years à Fudge to this Na- 
tion, and ſo.cannot be ignorant of the Things belong- 
ing to: Chriftianity or to tbe Jews, I do the more 
chearfully anſwer for myſelf;/ becauſe that thou mayſt 
underſtand that there are get but Twelue Days ſinct I 
went up 10 Jeruſalem to wworſbip in the Temple, ac- 
cording to the Ordinances of the Jewiſh Law. But, 
notwithſtanding this, I confeſs unto thee, that after 
the Way which they call Hereſy, ſo worſhip I the God 
ö according to the Law of Chriſt, be. 
lieving all Ibings which are written in the Law _ 
the Prepbets, Acts xxiv. 10, 11, 14. 
In ſhort Chriſt aboliſhed * that was ne- 
ceſſary to maintain an Order and Regularity in the 
ewiſh Government, but only ſuperadded tb lit a 
erfection ariſing from the Conſideration of an 
eternal Kingdom. The proper Uſe and Tendeney 
of both Diſpenſations is preſerved. In one is ſeen 
the Importance of a national Form of Worſhip, 
and a national Inſtitution of Juſtice to this World, 
and the Proſperity of a Nation; in the other, the 
abſolute Importance of the true Religion of the 
1 Heart 
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Heart 'to our conſummate Happineſs in the next 
World, and the Kingdom of Heaven; a King- 
dom which does not exclude, but like that Heaven 
above us, does in the true Spirit and Defign of it, 
comprehend within it not only the Nation of the 
Jetos, but all the Nations and Kingdoms of the 
Earth. 

After God had withdrawn his tutelar Protection 
from the Jes, and their Inſtitution had loſt its 
peculiar Divinity, there yet remained in that Go- 
vernment a juſt Authority derived from the ge- 
neral Ordinance of the "God of the whole Earth: 
whence Kings reign and Princes receive their Power, 
and in virtue of which all human Laws rig htfully 
claim the Obedience of — proper Subjects. 
To preſerve that Peace and promote that Proſ- 
perity of the Jes, which were {ſtill the natural 
and genuine Effects of their Conſtitution, was one 
great Object of his 5 Care, and he taught his Diſci- 
ples, that Obedience to the Jewiſp, as their rightful 
Governors, was a neceſſary Duty of Chriſtianity, 

And no Wonder that a Duty of ſuch Import- 
ance as this was ſo clearly and expreſsly inculcated 
by 'him : For from a Miſtake in this Point ſprung 
thoſe miſchievous Tenets in the laſt Age that Ma- 
giſtracy ſtands not with Chriſtian Liberty, and 
that only Chriſt in Perſon is the lawful and rightful 
Governor of the Earth. The genuine Offspring 
of which was this monſtrous Aſſertion, that there 
are ſome inward and extraordinary Calls to an 


Office which owe an Account of their Truth and 


Reality ſolely to the Spirit which feels them. This 

was that arch Rebel Cromcwell's Call to the Kings 

dom of the Saints amongſt us, and over Men of 

ſuch Saint-like Principles as theſe: he ereQed: an 

abſolute Dominion, by playing himſelf off for the 
E Matt, xvii. 24. et ſeqq. 

E 4 greateſt 
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greateſt Saint among them. But then ſo much is 
certain, that while he practiſed theſe pious Frauds 
upon his Creatures, he himſelf was not ſo weak 
as to become the Dupe of his own Impoſture ; for 
we ſee, that if theſe ſanctified Means had not their 
deſired Effect, as often as the Fleſh grew ſtubborn 
and rebelled againſt the Spirit, he knew very well 
what he had to do; he was provided with a pro- 
per Remedy ; and whenever that happeaed to be 
the Caſe, he never failed to play the Devil with them. 


Upon the while, the Concluſion is unavoidable, 


that the Repugnancy in the Co-exiſtence of the two 
Diſpenſations is no ſuch Thing as our Author 
would pladly obtrude vpon us, viz, a fanciiul In- 
compatibility in the Exiſtence of Chriſtianity with 
the Exiſtence of the Temple. On the contrary, 
tis now evident, that the particular Faith and Obe- 
dience' required by the Religion of Chriſt is very 
conſiſtent - with the Practice of the Temple- Wor- 
ſhip. Nay, that a Compliance with that Worſhip 
in the Jed Converts was a neceſſary Part of 
Chriſtianity. 3 5 

HFenee too it follows, that tho' the Religion in 
queſtioñ was of a peculiar Kind, the eſſential Part of 
which was a local Worſhip; and this might be 
actually aboliſhed without any Force upon the 
Will: Ver God has fully declared by his Son, that 
in this Appointment he had no View of preparing 
the Way for the Introduction of Chriſtianity by a 
local Abolition of Fudaiſm. When therefore an 
Abolition was foretold, and the Neceſſity of it ſeen, 
muſt we not conclude ſuch a one not to be meant 


as is contrary to the declared Will of the Divine 


Founder of it? 


a If a virtual Abolition, privately executed, of 
Circumciſion, Purification, Diſtinction of Meats, Sc. 


which 
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which belong to the private Part of the Jewiſb 
Religion, though eſtabliſhed by a divine Inſtitu- 
tion, was all that in the Nature of Things could be 
expected : Then all,. that the fame Nature of 
Things ſeems to require, is, that the ſame Aboli- 
tion of the publick Part being inſtituted by the ſame 
divine Command ſhould be pudlickly declared. 

In ſhort, to argue in this trifling Manner from 
the Erection of a local Worſhip to the Neceſlity of 
a local Demolition of that Worſhip, and from the 
national Frame of a Religion to infer the-Deſign 
of a national Diſſolution, is not indeed arguing from 
Analogy, which, though condemned“ by our Au- 
thor, is undoubtedly, in many Caſes, not only a 
very allowable, but. a very rational and uſeful Me- 
thod, of [diſcovering Truth: Yet it is only fo, 
when founded upon a ſufficient Obſervation and . 
-Knowledge of the Nature and Relations of Things, 
when 'tis applied with an exact Caution, and ke 
within the Guidance of a chaſte and ſolid Judgment b. 
For otherwiſe, if Fancy be let looſe to ſtrike her 
adulterate Reſemblances upon the Nature of Things, 
inſtead of exhibiting real Analogies, it runs into an 
idle Vein of empty, unmeaning, analogical Conceits 
and Quibbles; whence, if indulged, we ſee it fre- 
T degenerate into that ſingular Kind of Ri- 

icule, the Frenzy of reaſoning ſeriouſly from Puns 
and Conundrums. 
Thus the Way of reaſoning, now under Conſi- 
deration, we have ſeen ſtands upon no Foundation 
in the true Nature of Things or Courſe of God's 
Diſpenſations, and is ſupported by nothing elſe 
but a mere parallel, conjugate, ſimilar Gingle of 
Words. From ſuch kind of Correſpondencies and 
Similitudes as theſe firſt ſprung forth thoſe truly 


a pag. 19. b Vide Butler's Analogy, &c. and ſeveral Ap- 
plications of the Method of Fluxions by Sir Jaac Nero. | 
| nobie, 
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noble, uſeful, and rational Sciences of Chir #, 
Metopoſcopy, and Oneirocritickt. The Delirium 18 
firſt occaſioned by a preternatural Vigour in an ill 
diſciplined Imagination, which when blown up 
and inflamed by an equally well grounded Expe- 
rience in the Event, (as here by the actual Deſtruc- 
tion of the Temple) the unfortunate Enthufiaſt 
is abſolutely brought under the Power of the Infa- 
tuation and led Captive at its Will; and being 
thus befool'd himſelf, preſently grows wiſe enough 
in his own Conceit to ſet up for a Teacher of 
others in the Principles of this ſound Doctrine. 
Hence we find Artemidorus telling his Reader, that 
he doubted not to put to Silence all the Gain- 
Jayers of Divination by Dreams, 04ewv die picor % 
Tyv Tay dx m uαντονν E:½j· ay b, « by bringing be- 
<<. fore them the evident Teſtimony of Events ſue- 
„ ceeding.“ And in another Place ſays, that he 
had ſufficiently aſſured the Art of interpreting 
Dreams, becauſe not truſting to weak Simili- 
<« tudes only, but to Experience and the ſteady 
« Teſtimony of Events,“ & $145 ai, d vi 
rei N Tal; TW ix tiννι wy pcglveins νννννν ©. 
"Tis well worth obſerving, that theſe are a very 
flattering Kind of Likeneſſes, and have moreover 
this pleaſing Recommendation, that it puts the 
creative Faculty to no great Strain to produce 
them. Nay, an ordinary Fancy, if ſufficiently 
heated, may ſometimes teem them forth at Plea- 
ſure, and ſtrike out ſuch too as exactly ſuit the 
preſent Turn. Thus, for Inſtance, in the Que- 
ſtion before us, an Argument of the ſame Stamp, 
and equally concluſive with our Author's for an ac- 
tual Abolition of Judaiſm, may be raiſed up againſt 
it; and that too drawn from the Nature and End 
of that Religion. For it may as truly, and juſt as 

b Lib, Oneirocrit, Præf. © Ibid lib, iv. c. 1. 

appoſitely 
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appoſitely be obſerved in this Caſe, that © the 
« Abolition of a preparatory Religion on the Ap- 
40 7 of that which is to follow, is not a 
« Matter of every Day's Experience. There is 
de but this one Inſtance in the World, and never 
« will be another: Let us diveſt ourſelves there- 
<« fore ot all thoſe common Notions we form from 
« Analogies, ,and we ſhall ſee that Reaſon leads 
e us to expect [no] actual. Abolition.” Indeed, 
according to our Ideas of Mie national and local 
Nature of Judaiſm, an a&tull Abolition might be 
had without a Force upon the Will: And from 
this Conſideration we are apt to conclude, that a 
virtual Abolition is not all we are to expect. Bur 
it muſt be obſerved, that the Religion in queſtion 
was of a peculiar Kind; the eſſential Frame of it 
was temporary, typical, pedagogical, and remarkably 
weak, ſhadowy, and unſubſtantial, ſuch in ſhort 
as muſt apparently vaniſh of. courſe, and die away 
without any actual Force by the natural Infirmity 
of its Conſtitution, when the Fulneſs of its Time 
was come z and conſequently the Nature of Things 
apparently required that ſuch a Religion ſhould 
become extinct by a ent unnoticed virtual Aboli- 
tion. Whereas the Way in which Jeruſalem and 
the Temple were deſtroyed. by Titus, would from 
the Nature gf. Things unavoidably lead us into an 
Opinion that there muſt needs be ſome extraor- 
dinary Strength and uncqmmon Stability in the 
Conſtitution of that Religion, to eflfectuate the 
Deſtruction of which ſo much heavenly Tercoc 
and earthly Force were conjointly employed. 

1 allow there was an apparent Neceſſity of ſhey- 
ing in the Manner of aboliſhing the Jew: Reli- 
gion, that their Nation was no longer God's pe- 
culiar People. But this, it has been proved, was 
evidently done by the true Way in which Provi- 


dence 
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dence brought about this great Event, even while 
the People were in actual Poſſeſſion of an unpecu- 
liarly inſtituted Worſhip, which, during the pecu- 
liar Inſtitution, had been the characteriſtic Mark 
of God's Peculiarit . E eee 

In like Manner the transferring of the Kingſhip 
of the Jews from God to Chriſt, was neceſſary to 
be made evident; but this Evidence, we have * 
was evidently ſubſtantiated, even though they con- 
tinued to perform th Temple Worſhip after the 
ſpecifick Command for that Performance was ac- 
tually withdrawn; in virtue of which ſpecifick 
Command only, that Worſhip was the ſpecifick 
Act of their Allegiance. R 


Although it may be thought, perhaps, that 
enough has already been urged on this Head, yet, 
becauſe we frequently ſee this Conceit, of an extra- 
ordinary Inſight into any of the Myſteries of God's 
Mor at GovERNMENT, to be hugg'd with an un- 
common Fondneſs, by ſuch otherwiſe worthy d Per- 
ſons as are unluckily poſſeſſed with it, I ſhall not 
think it any undervaluing of my Pains, to throw 
in one or two Obſervations more to confirm my 
general Propoſition. we 

And firſt, however ſuitable it was to the Nature 
and End of the Jewiſb Economy to fee it abo- 
liſhed, by a total Subverſion of their City and 
Temple; yet the fingular Means which were em- 
ployed by the extraordinary Diſpoſition of ' Provi- 
dence to effect that Deſtruction, are a convincing 
Proof that they were not uſed with a Deſign either 
to introduce or to complete the Eftabliſhment of 

4 Vide Dr. Zackſon on the Creed, and his other Works 
a e 
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The Inſtitution of the Fews was formed under 
2 temporal Covenant, eſtabliſhed upon temporal 
Promiſes and temporal Curſes. By the Conditions 
on God's Part, He was to be their God; to give 
them the Gate of their Enemies for a Poſſeſſion, and 
the Land of Canaan for their Inheritance. In Pur- 
ſuance of this Agreement, God firſt brought this 
People out of Egypt with Signs and Wonders, with 
a mighty Hand and a ſtretched out Arm; after this, 
with the like fearful Wonders and terrible Judg- 
ments, he rooted out the Nations from the Coun- 
tries before them, and planted them therein; and 
in carrying on this, they were forewarned, when they 
ſhould prevail, and when they ſhould not prevail 
againſt rhe Children of Moab, Ammon, Edom, and 
the Philiſtines, the Nations againſt whom the 
were led to Battle. In ſhort, the Hand of God 
viſibly appeared in all the Changes of their For- 
tune, throughout the whole Courſe of their Æco- 
nomy. The Nature of their Covenant required, 
that theſe temporal Bleſſings and Puniſhments 
ſhould be viſibly adminiſtered by the Interpoſition 
of God. The Nations around them experienced 
their Viciſſitudes of Proſperity and Adverſity ; to 
account for which, they were left to their own Ob- 
ſervations on the Conduct of his general Provi- 
dence : But to the Fews he ſtood obliged to diſtin- 
guiſh himſelf to be their peculiar Deity, which 
could not be done without ſuch viſible Marks of 
his Adminiſtration as were not granted to any 
other Nation, | | 
Whenever, by the Condition of their Covenant, 
it became . neceſſary to puniſh them for their Dit- 
obedience, they were conſtantly forewarned of it 
by their Prophets, and the Manner and Meaſure 
61 the ſeveral Succeſſes which on theſe Occaſions 
the Kings of Egypt, Aſſyria, and Babylon ſhould 


have 
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have againſt them were foretold; that they might 
know and underſtand it to be the very Hand of 
God, of their own God, which was upon them. 
After the Captivity, when by the Increaſe of their 
Wickedneſs they torfeited theſe Bleſſings of their 
Covenant; there was a gradual remarkable Leſſening 
of the Glory of God, and the divine Appearances 
among them. The heavenly Fire was withdrawn, 
the Ark of the Covenant not renewed, the Cheru- 
bins, the Shechinah, the Oracles by Urim and 
Thummim were no more; and the Spirit of Pro- 
phecy ceaſed ſoon after. Hence the Govern- 
ment elapſed from Kings to Dukes, from Dukes 
to the Sanhedrim, ' and from the Sanhedrim to the 
Romans. In all which Seaſons, God never ſhewed 
himſelf viſibly in their Behalf. The Succeſſes of 
their Enemies againſt them were frequently ſo 
great, that they were often brought near Ruin, ſo 
that it was evident God had withdrawn his ſingular 
Favour from them; but eſpecially after their reject- 
ing the Son of God, this Protection was ſo viſibly 
withdrawn, and the Judgments brought upon them 
were ſo remarkable, that nothing but a judicial 
Blindneſs could hinder them from ſeeing and ac- 
knowledging it. J/rael had once been Holineſs to 
the Lord, and the Firſt Fruits of his Increaſe, all that 
devoured him did offend, Evil came upon them from 
the Lord, Jer. ii. 3, — Whereas, after this the Suc- 
ceſſes of all that attempted any thing againſt 
them were ſo conſtant, that to fight againſt this 
Nation ſeemed to be a ſure Way of obtaining Vic- 
tory, and procuring the divine Aſſiſtance. We 
ſee now, I conceive, the Reaſon why ſuch an ex- 
traordinary Diſplay of the Divine Power and Ma- 
jeſty was exhibited at the Deſtruction of Feruſalem. 
The whole Operation was plainly formed upon the 


Plan, and -executed -in the Spirit of the Moſaic 
Economy. 
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Economy. The Nature and End of their Con- 
ſtitution required, that its Ruin ſhould be foretold 
by a Prophet of their own Nation, and viſibly 
brought about by that very God who had ſet it up. 
Their Law was given in the Terrors of Thundrings 
and Lightnings, from a Mountain that quaked 
greatly, and that burnt with Fire to the midſt of 
Heaven, Exod. xix, 18. Deut. iv. 11. And it was 
taken away in dreadful Horrors and Deſolations, 
in Famines, and Peſtilences, and Earthquakes, in 
Troops of armed Men ſeen in the Clouds, and a 
flaming Sword which hung over the City from 
the Top of Heaven ©. | 

But if the Manner of executing this Deſtruction 
was ſo peculiarly adapted to the State and Condi- 
tions of the Covenant eſtabliſhed under the Law, 
upon that very Account it is apparently inconſiſtent 
with the Nature and Spirit. of the Covenant of 
better Hopes in Chriſt. This, we know, is a ſpi- 

ritual Covenant founded upon ſpiritual Promiſes, 
and which was to be carried into Execution by 
ſpiritual Means only. Here there were Enemies in- 
deed to be ſubdued, but theſe were Sin and the Pow- 
ers thereof: The promiſed Kingdom is to ſuffer 
Violence, and the Violent take it by Force, but 
this is the Kingdom of Heaven to be poſſeſſed 
bereafter, and the Right to it ſecured. here by 
the Force of a broken and contrite Heart, a ſub- 
dued Will, and Affections mortified to all tempo- 
ral Concerns. This Repugnancy in the Deſign 
and Temper of Chriſtianity with that of Judaiſin 
required a very different Conduct in the great Au- 
thor and Finiſher of our Faith, from that which 


had been obſerved according to the Terms of the 


'* Joſeph. de J. B. lib. vii. c. 12. The Author of the Book. of 


Maccabees relates, that ſomething like theſe were ſeen before the 


3 of the Temple by Antiachus Epiphanes, 2 Maccab. 
„ V. 


Theocracy. 
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Theocracy. The Jes had long lived under their 
Law, which was viſibly of Divine Original, and 
which they had been frequently warned not to for- 
fake, nor to ſuffer any ſtrange Cuſtoms to grow up 
among them, Theſe Cautions, joined to the ſteady 
Experience of treading upon the Necks of their 
Enemies, and enlarging their own Borders as long 
as they continued to obſerve their Statutes and to 
keep their Laws, might eaſily, and did eventually, 
beget the ſtrongeſt Prejudices in the Belief of the 
abfolute Perfection of their Religion; prepoſſeſſed 
with this Notion, they concluded, that whenever 
that Prophet, whom they were to hear, ſhould come, 
his Doctrine muſt needs be ingrafted upon the old 
Stock, muſt draw its Strength and Growth from 
the ſame Root, and ſpread its Branches by the 
ſame Rule and Method of Cultivation, Hence 
they obſtinately maintained, that the Law of Moſes 
was ſtill to be the Law of the everlaſting King- 
dom under Maeſiab the Prince, and the Promiſe 
made by the Covenant of better Hopes was this, 
that their Kingdom would be ſecured to an ever- 
laſting Duration, and by the ſame Means an intire 
Conqueſt of the whole World ſhould be made, 
whereby theirs ſhould become the real univerſal 
Monarchy *, whence all the Nations of the Earth 
would be ſubjected to their Law. 

This was the fundamental Error which conti- 
nually oppoſed itſelf to the Deſign which Provi- 
dence had in view by the Eſtabliſhment of their 
Religion. In this Reſpect there was a manifeſt 
Repugnancy in the Coexiſtence of the two Diſpen- 

* Ti yag avis [T8 Your] Tis av fila init, 1 Ts xd ig. 
Joſeph. contr. Appion. p. 1073. B. 

b This Notion was the principal Incentive that puſhed them 


into that Rebellion againſt the Romans, which ended in their total 
Deſtruction. Vide ibid, J. B. ubi ſupra. 


ſations. 
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ſations. The Lat indeed is nat made void but eſta- 
Bliſbed by Faith ; but how ? Not in the Letter, but 
according to the true Spirit of it. The Divine 
Adminiſtration of their temporal Affairs was to be 
taken away, and to give Place to the Divine Ad- 
miniſtration of their ſpiritual Concerns. Hence it 
became neceſſary for the Purpoſe of removing theſe 
Prejudices occaſioned eventually by the Imperſec- 
tion of the Law, that no ſuch temporal Means as 
were made uſe of to ,eftabliſh and ſupport the 
Covenant of Works ſhould be employed in found- 
ing and eſtabliſhing the Law of Faith; That fo 
every Thing being done for their Conviction, they 
might be left utterly without Excuſe. 
I o0o this End they had early Notice given them 
by their Prophets, not only of the ſpititual Nature 
of this Kingdom, but likewiſe of that extraordi- 
nary Meekneſs of Spirit in which it was to be 
eſtabliſhed : Of this Kind there are ſeveral Decla- 
rations in Jaiab, ſtyled the evangelical Prophet, 
becauſe of the many Prophecies to be found in 
him expreſsly relating to the Nature and Economy 
of the Chriſtian Diſpenſation. In this Idea he de- 
ſcribes, the Office of Chriſt in theſe Words; Behold 
my Servant whom I uphold, mine Elect, in whom my 
Soul delighteth.: I have put my Spirit upon him, be 
fhall bring forth Judgment to the Gentiles, And 
that Diſpoſition of this Spirit, in which the Goſpel 
was to be eſtabliſhed among the Gentiles, is declared 
in the Verſes immediately following, He ſball not 
cry, nor lift up, nor cauſe his Voice to be heard in the 
Street. A bruiſed Reed ſhall he not break, and the 
ſmoaking Flax fhall-he not quench. For the Deſign 
of his Coming is to take away the Promiſes of 
the Covenant eſtabliſhed by temporal Means, and-to 
ſupply the Defects of it for he fball bring forth 
Judgment unto Truth, Ls xlii. 1, 2, 3. 1 

| 0 
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To the ſame End we find him repreſenting 
Chriſt in the Miniſtry of this Office as a Man 4 
. Sorrows and acquainted with Griefs, who was ſo 
far from triumphing over his Enemies that he gave 
Bis Back to the Smiters, and his Cheeks to them 
"that plucked off the Hair, and bid not his Face 
from Shame and Spitting, ch. I. 6. Conforma- 
ble to this Character Jeſus repreſents the Manner 
in which his Kingdom was to be founded and pro- 
pagated by theſe Parables, The Kingdom of Heaven 
is like unto a Grain of Muſtard-ſeed, which à Man 
took and ſot d in bis Field, which indeed is the leaſt 
of all Seeds; but when it is grown, it is the greateſt 
Herbs, and becometh a Tree, ſo that the Birds 

of the Air come and lodge in the Branches thereof. 
The Goſpel from a ſmall Beginning ſhall by the 
Force of its native Vigour become the greateſt of 
all Kingdoms. Again, Another Parable ſpake he 
unto the People; The Kingdom of Heaven is like unto 
Leaven, which a Woman took and hid in three Mea- 
| fures of Meal, till the whole was leavened. Chri- 
ſtianity muſt be mean and obſcure in its Founda- 
tion, but by its powerful Influence will in Time 
diffuſe itſelf through the Maſs of Mankind, Matt. 
Xili. 31, 32, 33. | | 

In the ſame Spirit, and with the ſame Deſign to 
convince the Fews that no temporal Force could 
be uſed conſiſtently with God's appointed Method 
of bringing about this Change, when the People 
would have taken and made him a King by forcible 
Means in a triumphant Manner, he privately 
and mairaculouſly withdrew and Bid themſelves from 
them : And when the Time was come in which he 
. was to be inaugurated into this Office, he came 
mee and fitting upon an Aſs; and the Jeros had 
been torewarned of this particular Manner of his 
Entrance 
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Entrance fo contrary to the Nature of their ¶Æco- 
nomy, by a Prophet * of their own. 

Inſtances of this Kind may be found in almoſt 
every Page of the Goſpel ; and whoever will be at 
the Pains to peruſe that Hiſtory with the leaſt At- 
tention; muſt be ſatisfied from the uniform Tenor 
of our Saviour's Conduct throughout the whole 
Courſe of his Miniſtry, that he governed himſelf by 
this Rule, vi. to avoid every Appearance of tempo- 
ral Force in eſtabliſhing his Covenant: Yet it will 
not be amiſs to produce one or two more, wherein 
this Deſign is more expreſsly declared thanelſewhere. 

The firſt I ſhall take Notice of is related 
thus by St. Luke, When the Time was come—he 
(Jeſus) jet bis Face to go to Jeruſalem, and ſent 
Meſſengers before, and they went —into a Village of 
the Samaritans, and they did not receive him. — And 
when his Diſciples =ſaw this, they ſaid, Lord, wilt 
thou that we command Fire to come down from Hea- 
wen to conſume them, even as Elias did ? But he— 
rebuked them and ſaid, Ye know not what Manner of 
Spirit ye are of; for the Son of Man is not come to 
deſtroy Mens Lives, but io ſave them, And they went 
to another Village, Luke ix. 51. et ſeqq. The 
Proceeding of Elias was very juſt and right under 
the Law; he was commiſſioned to put in Force 
the Terms of that Covenant by which ſuch tempo- 
ral Judgments were ſtipulated. But ye do not 
ſufficiently underſtand the Oppoſition berween the 
two Covenants. That Reaſon which juſtifies Elias, 
is your Condemnation in taking the ſame Method 
ſuch Proceedings are a Breach of the Conditions of 
my Covenant, and quite contrary to the appointed 
Means of eſtabliſhing it in the World, Repreſs 
then that Spirit of Judaiſm which ſtill poſſeſſes your 
Hearts, and remember that as I am not come to 

f Zach. vide c. 9. v. 9, 
54 uſe 


Xn > 


- - — — — >——— 2 x > * — - 
— h — — - — — 4 2 2 — — — — >= E — — * 
— — ' V — — — 4 — — 2 5 ** MY 
- — — - - - > l — — — — — — 5 = : 4 
_— — : - - - — = — — — 
1 — 2 — — —— — — - -— — — - 2 — . — — bo — — - _ — * = _ A 
— — * * — — — — 49 - * r - — he A nt — 2 * 
_ - : < SEL 3 I — — — — — — —-— — > 
— 2 — os — — ky — — 


— 
— 82 222 i >. _ — — — 


2 vl l = 
a = - - 


—— 
— 


be anſebured, The Kingdom of God cometh not by 


— — — 


1 CC = — 
2 — . 
— — — — 
— — — 1 — — 


84 4 Review of tbe 


uſe any violent Means If in bringing about 
this Change of Religion, ſo you, as my Prophets 


and Meſſengers, muſt be 3 careful herein 
to tread in the Steps of your ur Maſter, 1 


The next Inſtance which I ſhall produce is HY 


becauſe it ſeems to point particularly to the De- 
| ſtruRtiori of Jeruſalem, and clearly proves that no ſuch 


Signs and Wonders, as appeared in the Heavens 


upon that Occaſion, were to be employed either in 
the negotiating or carrying into Execution the Ar- 
' ticles of Peace by the Chriftian Covenant. For 


when the Phariſees demanded 'a Sign of bim (Jeſus,) 
Ob- 
ſervation, but tbe King dow of Cod is within you. 
This all-powerful Plenipoteritiary had given the 


Femps repeated Signs and Wonders, ſuch as ſuited 
the appointed Gentleneſs of his Inſtructions: But 


they were ſtill unſatisfied, and often came s requeſt- 


ing and requiring a Siem from Heaven of 'him ; 


ſignifying that without ſome immediate Manifeſta- 


tion from, or a miraculous Impreſſion upon Heaven, 


they ſhould not have that particular Reaſon which 
their own Prophets required for their Belief that He 
was veſted with full Powers perfectly to ſettle this 


new League of Salvation, as he pretended. The 
Kingdom of the true Metab they thought (and he 


knew the Thoughts of their Hearts) ought in rea- 
ſon to come atteſted by Signs of as great Luſtre 
as thoſe with which the Words of former Prophets 


and their own Economy had been confirmed, ſuch 


as the Speaking of God from Heaven, rhe Deſcent of 


the Fire upon the Holy Offering. Bread given from 


Heaven, mighty Tbundrings and Lightnings, and the 
ſtopping of the Sun in Heaven: Nay, they had a — 
ticular Aim in. theſe Words, and required to ſee 

coming to them not in that Humility and Weak- 


s Mark Xvi. 1. 5 Mark vii. 11. 
neſs, 
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neſa, but with Power and Glory in the Clouds of 
Heaven, and the Thrones of Majeſty ready placed 
to receive his Approach, as that Sign from Heaven 
with which alone they would fit down reſolved: 
This Perſuaſion of ſome ſuch Sign to diſtinguiſh 
the coming of his Kingdom was grounded gene- 
rally u the Words of Daniel vii. 9, 10. I be- 
beld, tilt the T hrones were caſt down, and ibe Ancient 
of Days did fit, whoſe Garments were white as Snow, 
and the Hair of his Head like the pure Wool, bis 
Throne was like the fiery Flame and his Wheels as 
burning Fire. A fery Stream iſſued and came forth 
from before him, thouſand Thouſands minifterd unto 
him, and ten thouſand Times ten thouſand ſtood be- 
fore him, the Judgment was ſet, and the Books were 
opened, 19, 14.— And I ſaw and: beheld one like 
the Son f Man came with the Clouds of Heaven, 
and came io the Ancient of Days, and they brought 
him near before him. And there was giuen him Da- 
minion and Glory, and a Kingdom that all People, 
Nations, and Languages ſhould ſerve bim: His Do- 
minion is an everlaſting Dominion, which ſhall not 
paſs away, and his Kingdom that which ſhall not be 
dejtroyed. - $72. 

This general Perſuaſion of the Jets in our Sa» 
viour's Time may be one Reaſon why he fo often 
uſes this Title of the Son of Man alluding to this 
Prophecy; and that they generally underſtood 
that his Coming ſhould be ſolemn and pompous 
in the Clouds of Heaven, appears probable trom the 
Gloſs of one of their ancient Maſters upon that 
Text cited by Raymundus i, M N 11Jy D 128 
% meruerint Judæi, veniet in nubibus cœli, i. e. ſays 
he, if the Jews deſerved that the Metab ſhould 
come, he ſhall come gloriouſly, according to the 
Prophecy of Daniel; and then he tells us, Ideo mo- 

i Raymund Pugio fidei, Part ii. c. 5, 
3 derni 
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derni Fudai dicunt Maſſiam non veniſſe, quia nondum 
viderunt eum venire in nubibus cah, | A traditional 
Error probably derived from their Anceſtors from 
and before our Saviour's Time; we may ſafely 
then conclude that the Anſwer here given by 
Him was levelled againſt this erroneous Tradi- 
tion of the Phariſces. But there is ſtill, 1 con- 
ceive, a further Aim in theſe Words, and it is 
reaſonable to ſuppoſe he had the Deſtruction of 
Jeruſalem then particularly in his Eye: For when 
the High-Prieſt in the ſame Spirit adjured bim to 
tell whether be were the Chriſt, Jeſus anſwered, 
Thou baſs ſaid : Nevertheleſs I ſay unto you, hereafter 
ſhall you ſee the Son of Man fitting on the Right- 
Hand of Power, and coming in the Clouds of Heaven, 
Matth. xxvi. 64. Of which Words the plain and 
unforced Senſe is this, That I am the Chriſt who 
came to preach the Kingdom of Heaven to you is 
a great Truth, and has been aſſured: ſufficiently al- 
ready by the Works I have done, and the ſecret 
Perſuafions of your own Minds : Nevertheleſs, to 
ſhew you that your Notion of the Coming of the 
Meſſiab in the Clouds of Heaven is not entirely 
without Foundation: I aſſure you, you ſhall ſoon 
ſee that Sign ſpoken of by Daniel, viz. Me the Son 
of Mau coming in the Clouds of Heaven with Power 
and Majeſty : But not to renew the Glad-tidings of 
Salvation; no ſuch Thing. On the contrary the 
Deſign of my Coming then will be to bring De- 
ſtruction upon you to the uttermoſt, in Purſuance 
of the Terms and Conditions of your own Covenant. 
In viewing the State of Things here repreſented 
the Reader, no Doubt, is beforehand with me, in 
obſerving that this Opinion of the Coming of 
Chriſt to eſtabliſh his Kingdom at the Deſtruction 
of Jeruſalem is of Jewiſh Extraction, and accord- 
ingly he will find hereafter that the Jews _—_— 
Al 
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laid Claim to the Miracle which is now pretended 
by our Author to be wrought in defence of it. 
And it is much to be obſerved that the contrary 
Means which were made choice of for that Pur- 
poſe by the Author and Finiſher of that Eftabliſh- 
ment, viz, the Meanneſs and Meekneſs of his Ap- 
pearance, was the great ſtumbling Block, the Stone 
on which that unhappy People fell, and upon 
whom, in Puniſhment for this their Blindneſs, it fell 
Judicially at laſt, and ground them to Powder. 

And the Fall of it, I think, is enough to cruſh 
into its original Nothingneſs this Conceit which has 
grown up in theſe latter Days, that it was ſpecifi- 
cally ordained to give Chriſtianity its firſt Riſe. For 
if this were the Caſe, how comes it to paſs that 
this ſpecifick Means is ſo cautiouſly concealed 
throughout the Hiſtory of the Goſpel,” where we 
ſee all the other Means appointed to that End fully, 
frequently, and explicitly declared : Nay, why is it 
there ſo frequently inculcated in the moſt pathetic 
Terms, that this Judgment was brought upon the 
Fews purely in Vengeance of their many Sins; one 
of which was their Blindneſs in refuſing to fee the 
true Day of their Viſitation, when it was abun- 
dantly revealed to them, that this was not the ap- 
pointed Means and Manner in which Chriſtianity 
was to take its Riſe. For St. Matthew introduces 
our Saviour ſpeaking to the Expounders of the 
Law who had corrupted the true Intention of it, by 
teaching that the Meſtah ſhould eſtabliſh his King- 
dom in the Deſtruction of his temporal Enemies, 
Woe unto you Scribes and Phariſees, — Bebold T ſend 
to you Prophets and wiſe Men and Scribes, my Diſ- 
ciples, which tell you the true Spirit of the Law, 
and the Prophets, and ſome of them ye ſhall kill, 
that upon you may come all the righteous Blood ſbed 
upon the Earth. Verily I {© unto you all theſe Things 


4 ſhall 
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ſhall come c — this Generation: Oh Jeri Je- 
{ak thou that - killeft. the Propbets and oneſt 
them which are ſent unte f bes, how often wuld I 
Bape 844 th 7 Children together, even. as à Hen 
200 9 EE ickens under ber. Wings; but ye would 
Jigently have I-uſed all the ordained 
lebe ef eſtabliſhing my Religion among: you, 
5 ye would not hearken unto me. Bebold your 


ouſe ts left unto you deſolate, Matt. xxiii. To the 
ame Purpoſe another Eyangeliſt informs us, that 
when he (Jeſus) was come near, be beheld the City and 
wept: over it, ſaying, F thou bai known, even thou at 
leaſt in Ibis Lay tbe Things which belong to thy 
eace, 37 naw ' they are hid frem-thine Eyes; for the 
ays ball come, when thine Enemies. ball nat leave in 
thee one, Stone 275 another, hecauſe. thou kneweſt not 
27 179 25 th Viftation,, Luke xix. 41. et ſeqq. 
olpel 3 is expreſly called the Eftabliſhment, 
te bring: in Glad Tidings of great Joy, which 
ge be to all People; now it nah needs be great 
no Doubt to the Jews, to know that theſe Glad Joy 
Tidings were to be brought, in through, their utter 
Deſtruction. Chriſtianity was to take its Riſe 
amongſt that People whilſt they continued to be a 
Nation :. There this Kingdom was to be eſtabliſhed, 
and is to extend its Borders from thence over the 
Face of, the.Earthz but how this could .be done 
by deſtroying them as a Nation, is a Myſtery paft 
all human Underſtanding. In Truth, this Doc- 
trine of eſtabliſhing Chriſtianity in the Zewiſb Na- 
tion, by, annibilating that Nation, is ſo glaring a 
Contradiction, that our Author has induſtriouſly 
kept it out of Sight; it would not bear to have its 
Face ſhewn not ſo much as in profil: But the Fact 
could not be hid; That was neceſſary to raiſe the 


Building 
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which e upon. — that Abolition of Judaiſin, 

om its preparatory Nature, was neceſſarily 
9 1 — Chriſtianity cpuld take 
Place „ was for that Reaſon neceſſary for its 
Eſtabliſhment among the Fews. But this Chri- 
ftian Religion was <ſtabliſhed among the Fews 
whilſt they were a Nation; therefore if that Aboli- 
tion which was neceſſary for the Eſtabliſhment of 
Chriſtianity, was performed by the Deſtruction of 
Feruſalem, the — is unavoidable, that the 
Chriſtian Religion was eſtabliſhed in that Nation of 
the Jews by the Deſtruction of the Nation. If it 
be ſaid that a virtual Abolition was all that was 
neceſſary for - eſtabliſhing Chriſtianity among the 
Fews, then ſurely that Abolition was ſufficient for 
eſtabliſhing Chriſtianity among the Gentiles, the 
contrary Suppoſition is as repugnant to common 
Senſe, with regard to the State of the Gentiles, as 
that of an aual Abolition is contradictory to the 
Mature of Things in reſpect to the Jews. 
hut this is not all, for this Doctrine of the Ne- 
ceſſity of the Abolition of Judaiſm by the Deſtruc- 
tion of Feruſalem, it underſtood not to reſpect the 
Riſe of Chriſtianity among the Fews, but amon 
the Gentiles only, is even after the Allowance- of 
this Abſurdity repugnant to the expreſs prophe- 
tic Declaration of our Saviour, the Author of this 
Eſtabliſhment, and likewiſe to the cleareſt Teſti- 
mony of St. Paul, the chief Executor of it. Jeſus 
ſpeaking of this Deſtruction, ſays, And the Goſpel 
muſt firſt ve publiſped among all Nations, Mark xiii. 
10. The ſame is recorded by another Evangeliſt in 
theſe Words; And this Gofpel of the Kingdom ſhall 
be preached in all the World for a Witneſs unto all 
Nations, and then ſhall the End come, Matt. xxiv. 
14. The fulfilling of theſe Prophecies is atteſted 
by St. Paul in ſeveral Places. Thus he tells the 


Church 
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Church eſtabliſhed. at Colo, That the Truth of the 
Goſpel was come not to them only, but to all the World, 
and: preached to every Creature, Coloſſ. i. 6. 23. He 
likewiſe aſſures - the Church ſettled - at Nome, That 
their. Faith was ſpoken ef throughout the World, 
Rom. i. 8. And of the Preachers of the Goſpel 
he declares, hat their Sound had gone forth into all 
the Earth, and their Words to the Ends of the World, 
Rom. x; 18. Eee N 'J 

We ſee then that Chriſtianity was eſtabliſhed 

the Gentiles alſo before this actual Abolition 

of the Jeiſh Church, and that this was the Time 
when the Kingdom was taken from the Jews and 
given to theſe Strangers, appears from the aforecited 
Place in the Epiſtle to the Romant, where the 
Words of Moſes and the Prophets which predict- 
ed this Change, are applied by the Apoſtles to 
theſe Preachers, As it is written, How beautiful are 
the Feet of them that preach the Goſpel of Peace, and 
bring Glad Tidings ef good Things. But they have 
nat all obeyed the Goſpel, for Eſatas ſaith, Lord, who 
baih believed our Report. —But I ſay, Have they not 
beard? yes verily, their Sound went into all the Earth. 
Bat T ſay, did not Ifrael know ? Firſt Moſes ſaith, 
Iwill provoke you to Jealouſy by them that are no 
People, and by a fooliſh Nation (the Gentiles) I 
will anger you. But Iſaias is very bold, and ſaith, I 
was found of them that ſought me not ; I was made 
manifeſt unto them that aſked not after me. But to 
' Iſrael be ſaith, All Day long have I ftretched forth 
my Hands unto a diſobedient and gain. ſaying People, 
Rom. X. | : | 

But how, and by what means did the Goſpel make 
'this rapid Progreſs? Not by fearful Signs in Heaven 
and Terrors upon Earth, to frighten or force Men into 


hat is the Reſtraint of preaching it to them only was taken 
away, for in what other Senſe was it ever taken from them? 


Subjection; 
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Subjectlon; but firſt by the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt 
enabling them to ſpeak to all Nations in their own 
Language; and then by the calm Words of Miſdom 
beard in Quiet; in a ſmooth; and ſerene Temper 
by Miracles of a gracious and benign Nature; by 
unwearied Diligence and Perſeverance, thra? many 
fiery Trials and the moſt cruel Perſecutions ; and by 
the extraordinary Aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit, 
by which our Saviour had promiſed to co-operate 
with them in all this Labour of Love. 7, 
This Oppoſition between the Manner of eſta- 
bliſhing the Law and the Goſpel is finely contraſted 
by the juſt cited ſublime Author, who makes Uſe 
of it very appoſitely to animate the Jewiſb Con- 
verts ta a Steadineſs in the Chriſtian Faith. For 
ye are not come (ſays he) unto the Mount that might 
be touched, and that burned with Fire, nor unto 
Blackneſs, and Darkneſs, and Tempeſt, and the Sound 
of a Trumpet, and the Voice of Words; which Voice 
they that heard intreated that the Word ſhould not 
be ſpoken to them any more, for they could not en- 
dure that which was commanded. — And ſo terri: 
ble was the Sight, that Moſes ſaid, 1 exceedingly 
fear and quake : But ye are come unto Mount 
Sion ©, ink unto the City of the living God, the hea- 
venly Jeruſalem, and to an innumerable Company of 
Angels e, Heb, xii. 18. et ſeqq. The heavenly 


Eccleſ. ix. 17. | 
c This Author ſeems ta have an Eye upon this Oppofitton, in 
deſcribing the Chriſtian Panoply as it is called, Ephe/. vi. at leaſt 
the Metaphor in this View has a pecuiiar Elegance and Force, 
d The Argument from this Contratt is urged by Biſhop Sher- 
lock with that maſterly Force of Eloquence which ſo peculiarl 
diſtinguiſhes his Writings, that I make no doubt the Reader will 
chuſe to ſee it in his own Words. He grounds it upon that Paſ- 
ſage in Deut. xviii. where Moſes ſays, God quill raiſe up unte 
* thee a Prophet like unto me, according to all that thou defiredft of 
* him in Horeb in the Day of the A/lemoly, ſaying, Let me not hear 
| eruſalem 
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Frruſalim is frequently ftyled by the Prophets che 
City of — —— 
actually entitled the Prince of Peace by Iſaiab ix. 
6. the Peace in which this heavenly City 
ſhould be built ſeems to be pointed at by the ſame 
vVhen he repreſents the happy State of the 
New Jeruſalem by this Circumſtance, I/ hev. 24. 
And it ſhall come to paſs, that before they call, I will 
anſwer, and whilſt they are yet ſpeaking, I will bear. 
Which Words-are- emphatically explained by thoſe 
of our Saviour ſpoken to his Diſciples, in reſpect 
to their preaching the Goſpel to the Gentiles, Aud 
in that Day ye ſhall aſt me nothing : Verily verily I 
ſay unto you, Whatſovever ye ſhall aſt the Father in 
my Name, he will give it you. And, At that Day ye 
ſhall aſt in my Name, and I ſay not unto you that-[ 
will pray the Father for you : For the Father bim 
toveth you, John xvi. 23. 26. The former Words 
in Jaiab are followed by theſe, The Wolf and the 
Lamb fhall feed together, and the Lion ſball eat Straw 
like the Bullock ; and Duſt ſhall be the Serpents Meat, 
They ſhall not hurt nor deſtroy in all my boly Moun- 
tain, ſaith the Lord. At the Time here prefigured 
10% again. the Voice of the Lard my God: Neither let me ſee this great 
% Fire any more, that I die not. And the Lord ſaid unto me, They 
* have well ſpoken I will raiſe them up a Prophet from among 
their Brethren lite unto thee, and will put * Words in bis 


«© Mouth, and he ſpall ſpeak unto them, all that I Sal command 
« him, &c. 


It is to be obſerved, ſays this excellent Author, that this 
« Requeſt of the People was made at the giving of the Law in 
*« Hareb, Moſes had often prophefied to them before, and they 
were not put under any Tertor by it; but when the Law was 
1% delivered, and God deſcended in Fire, and the whole Mountain 
* guaked greatly, they deſired that Mo/es might ſpeak to them, 
« and not God, leaſt they ſhould die; Upon this the Promiſe is 
„given, I will raiſe them a Prophet like unto thee, and put my 
** Words in his Mouth, Is it not evident, that this new Prophet 
*« was to do that in a familiar and gentle Way, which God did 
in the Mount, ſurrounded with Majefly and Terror?“ The 
Uſe and Intent of Prophecy, Dicc. vi. v: 
t 
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the Prophet ſays, Duſt hall ze tbe * 
And our Lord arly gives his — 
Power to tread upon Serpents as to eſta 
dliſh this Kingdom. And it this Prophecy — 
to. chat: Time, then tis clear there wato be no 
Deſtruction like that of Jeruſalem, in oder to raiſe 
this holy Mountain. 

Tis true, there was a Deftrudtion to be mad at | 
"this Time, but it is of a very different Kind from 
cht of Jeruſalem, as is evident from this ſame 
„ch. xxv. 6, 7. where predicting the Na- 
ture of the Gufpel-Triumphs, he delivers himſelf 
in the following Words, And in this Mountain (viz 
of Zivn) ſpall the Lord of Hoſts make unto: all People 
@ Feaſt of fat ' Things, a Feaſt of Wines upon the Lees, 
"of fat Things full of Marrow, of Wines on the Lees 
well refined. And be will deſtroy in this Mountain 
the Face of the Covering caſt over Pall P eople, and the 
Veil that is ſpread over all Nations. He il feoallow 
up Death in Victory. Here that Peace and Joy 
which are over and over exhibited by this Prophet, 
as the characteriſtick Marks that ſhould diſtinguiſh 
the Coming of this Kingdom, are aptly repreſented 
under the Figure of a Feaſt, the Metaphor is uſed 
in the ſame View by Chriſt himſelf in the Parable 
of the Marriage Feaſt. Conformable to this peace- 
ful Deſign, in the next Verſe, the Prophet prefi- 
gures the Nature of that Abolition of Fudai ſin, 
which was neceflary for the Introduction and Eſta- 
bliſhment of Chriſtianity under the. Figure of 
taking away the Veil which was ſpread over all Va- 
tions, pointing to the Veil that was rent in twain 
from the Top to the Bottom at the Death of Chriſt; 
by which the limiced and imperfect Nature of, Ju- 
daiſm was fully and perfectly taken away, and the 
Confinement of preaching the Goſpel to the Jes 
only was deſtroyed. Atter this the Prophet, con- 
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clades with an explicit Declaration of the ſpiritual 
Nature of the Enemy that he conquered, which 
neceſſarily implies the ſpiritual Nature of the Con- 
queſt, l it not evident now that every Idea of 


a tem eſt over temporal Enemies, as 
was — ——— of Jeruſalem, is ex- 
cluded from the View of this Prophecy, and that 
ſuch a Conceit is quite contrary to the whole Scope 
and Deſign of it? i 1 
What muſt we think then of the bold Attempt 
of our Author, who has ventured to cite this Pro- 
phecy as one of thoſe which foretell the final De- 
ſtruction of Jeruſalem? Indeed the Comment em- 
ployed to make the Words ſpeak this Senſe, be- 
trays a Conſciouſneſs, that without great Art and 
much Force they could not be bent to ſerve the 
Purpoſe. ' For 0 ſuch a Head- piece as the Pro- 
« phet Jaiab predicting the Triumphs of the Goſ- 
4 pel under the Terms of a temporal Deliverance 
of the Jews from their hoſtile Neighbours, to 
have affixed a Body in theſe Terms, the Prophet 
openly intimates the Deliverance of the Fews and 
their Temple to be for ever deſtroy'd by their ho- 
ſtile Neighbours, however neceſſary for his Reader 
to ſwallow, yet was clearly ſeen to be too ridicu- 
lous an Abſurdity to be obtruded in its genuine 
Appearance upon the Faith of the moſt implicit 
Believer; a proper Veil therefore is caſt over the 
Face of this intended Meaning, which is wrapt up 
in theſe Words; He (the Prophet) openly inti- 
« mates the Abolition of the Temple-Worſhip. 
« How ſo? Why, by the. Figure of deſtroying 
« that Veil, which, at the crucifying of the Lord 
-6 of Life, was rent in twain from the Top to the 
% Bottom ; called (ſays he) by the Prophet, from 
e the confined Nature of the Jeiſb Religion, the 
Veil that hid Truth from the Nations.” 
5 Now 


% 
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Now if we may believe the Author of the Epiſtle 
to the Hebrews, the Veil that was rent at the Death 
of Chriſt figuratively repreſented the Rent that was 
made at that Time in his Fleſh, whereby an Ent- 
rance was opened-into the Heavens. For thus that 
inſpired Writer animates the Brethren to a Steadi- 
neſs in the Faith, We have now Boldneſs to enter 
into the Holieſt by the Blood of Jeſus, by a new and 
living Way which be hath conſecrated for us through 
the VEII, that is to ſay, his FLRSH. If it be aſked 
how the Death of Chriſt came to have this Efficacy, 
we are here informed, that thereby was obtained 
the Remiſſion of Sins, a Grarit which had been 
ſtipulated at the firſt Delivery of the new Covenant 
to them upon the Terms of Faith and Repentance, 
This is the Covenant, that I will make with them after 
thoſe Days, ſaith the Lord; I will put my Laws into 
their Hearts, and in their Minds will I write them, 
and their Sins and Iniquities will I remember no more. 
Whence is inferr'd, as a neceſſary Conſequence, 
the actual Abolition of the Temple-Worſhip and 
thoſe Sacrifices which could not take away Sin; 
Now, ſays the Apoſtle, where Remiſſion of theſe is, 
there is no more Offering for Sin.—It is obvious, 
that the Chriſtian Covenant is here declared to be a 
Law which extends to the Heart and Mind, and to 
be a new and living Way, in Oppoſition to the old 
and k:/ling Covenant of Moſes, which reached no 
farther than to the external Actions. In the ſame 
Idea likewiſe the Perfection of the Sacrifice of Chrift 
is contraſted with the Yeakneſs of the legal Sacrifices, 
which could not purge the Conſcience of Guilt. 
We ſee then wherein lay the true Repugnance in 
the Coexiſtence of the two Religions, and that the 
Temple Edifice has no kind of Relation to it. 
Tis very remarkable, that this Proof by the Apoſtle 
of the firſt Conqueſt of Chrift over Sin and the Law 
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is introduced, with a Declaration of the laſt Triumph 
of Chriſt over all his Enemies: But this Man, after 
be bad offered one Sacrifice for Sins, fur ever ſat drum 
on the Right-Hand of God; from benceforth expecting 
till his Enemies: be mude bis Footſtoul, J 12, 13. 
Does not the Author then ſeem to have this very 
Prophecy of Jaiab in his Eye throughout the 
whole? But the Probability of this will appear 
r by and b. N 
If by the Veil tbat is 


ſpread. over all Nations be 
underſtood the Veil that hid Truth from the Na- 
tions, this Veil was likewiſe actually deftroyed at 
the firſt coming of Chriſt. For thus ſays St. Jobn 
i. 17. The Lau was given by Moles, but Grace and 
Truth CAME by Jeſus Chriſt. The ineffectual Law 
of Works which was given by Moſes, 4 meer Man, 
was ſuperſeded and vacated at the coming of Grace 
and Truth by Jeſus Cbriſt, who was the true God. 
For ne Man hath ſeen God at am Time; the only 
begotten Son which is in the Boſom of the Father, be 
HATH declared Him. He who being in the Boſom 
of the Father, ſees him Face to Face; the diſtin- 
guiſhing Character which Moſes gave of that Pro- 
— to whom he had forewarned the Jes to 
earken. After this Preface the Evangeliſt pro- 
ceeds in the ſame Idea to relate the particular Man- 
ner of bringing this Truth, viz. by the precedent 
Preaching of John Baptiſt. That Elias who was 
commiſſioned to deftroy the Law of Moſes, that 

Veil which hid Truth from the Nations. 
If by the Veil or Face of the' Covering caſt over 
all People, the Prophet points at the Confinement 
of the Fewi/h Worſhip to the Temple only; then 
this Veil muſt have been in a State of Inanition at 
that Time, when Jeſus ſaid unto the Woman of Sa- 
maria, the Hour cometh, and now is, when the true 
 Worſhipers ſhall worſhip the Father in Spirit and in 
Truth. 
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Truth. For the Father ſeeketh ſuch. to worſhip 
him, John iv. 23. The Confinement of any re- 
ligious Worſhip, either Jewiſh or Samaritan, to 
one Place only is now taken off by the new Law, 
which I have inſtituted, ſays Chriſt. For all ſuch 
Confinement is inconſiſtent with the Nature of the 
Worſhip required by my Law, a Law which re- 
gards the Spirit and the Truth. For God is a Spi- 
rit, and they that worſhip him muſt worſhip bim in 
Spirit and in Truth, V 24. The Woman know- 
ing that he could not have effected this Change in 
the Worſhip of God unleſs he was the Meſſias, 
queſtions him upon that Point : To convince her 
therefore of the Certainty of what he had told her, 
and of his Authority to perform it, he aſſures her 
he was indeed the Maſiab, y 25, 26. A ſpiritual 
Worſhip is unlimited in its Nature, and equally 
reſpects all People in every Nation, for all are en- 
dued with a Soul or Spirit, and therefore ſuch a 
Worſhip cannot be confined to any one Place, and 
conſequently both the real Command for worſhip- 
ing at Feruſalem, as well as the Miſtake of a 
Command for worſhipping at Samaria are now 
equally, ſays our Saviour, at an End. All Foun- 
dation for any ſuch Diſputes or Differences is en- 
tirely taken away: For the Hour cometh when ye 
ſhall neither in this Mountain, nor yet a, Jeruſalem, 
worſhip the Father, V 21. Thus the 234 and 24” 
Verſes are declarative of the Senſe: of ine Words 
in the 2i*. And this I take to be the obvious 
drift of this Diſcourſe, as will 2ppear to any one, 
I think, who reads the whole with Attention. 

I am glad to find the inimitable Author juſt 
mentioned delivering his Opinion * to the ſame 
Purpoſe. © It is abſurd, ſays he, if the Law 
% was intended for all People, that the main Per- 


2 In the Diſcourſe above cited. 
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e formances of it ſhould be confined within the 


« Territories of one particular People only: And 
« therefore when the Chriſtian Law 8 take 
4 place, every Country was to be a proper Place 
% of divine Worſhip : Which is the true meaning 
« of our Saviour's Words to the Woman of Sa- 
* maria, Jobn iv. 21.” 2 

"Tis evident then, that theſe Words point to the 
Temple on Mount Gerizim, in the ſame ſenſe that 
they do to the Temple of Mount Sion, and that no 
particular Reference to the Deſtruction of the 
Temple of Jeruſalem is here intended. 

We ſee now that in any Senſe that is not ab- 
ſurd, the pretended actual Abolition of the Tem- 


ple- Worſhip is excluded from the View of this 


r 


Prophecy. 


But in this Senſe, ſays our Author, St. Paul ap- 
pears to have underſtood the Prophecy ; for he ap- 
plies the concluding Words to the laſt Triumph of 


Chrift over Death, whence it is inferred, I ſup- 


pa by Parity of Reaſon, that the preceding 
ords are to be applied to this laſt Abolition o 
Fudaiſm, And queſtionleſs there would be ſome 


ſeeming at leaſt of a Foundation for this analogical 


Argument, if any fuch Parity of Reaſon could be 
brought to appear. Bur the Caſe is quite otherwiſe, 

For at the time when the ' Apdſtle makes the A 

lication here obſerved, he evidently appears to 
raiſed into that Degree of Warmth which the 
Greatneſs of his Subject naturally inſpired. So 
(ſays he) when this Corruptible ſball have put on In- 
corruption, and this Mortal fhall have put on Im- 
mortality, then ſhall be brought to paſs the ſaying 
tbat is written, DEATH IS SWALLOWED UP IN 
Victory. + Wrapt in this delightful Idea, he 
breaks forth in his uſual ſublime Manner into a 
Tranſport of Joy, and cries out, O Death where 
| | is 
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is thy Sting? O Grave where is thy Victory; The 
Sting of Death is Sin, and the Strength of Sin is 
the Law, but Thanks be to God 2 us the 
Victory, through our Lord Feſus Chriſt. Theſe 
latter Words declare the firſt Victory of Chriſt over 
Death, and are plainly animated by the ſame unin- 
terrupted Spirit of Joy with the former, and con- 
ſequently the Prophetic Words declare the firſt Vi- 
ory of Chriſt over Death as well as the laſt, and 
by Parity of Reaſon, muſt be underſtood'to be ex- 
tended to both by the Apoſtle, as appears from their 
comprehenſive Brevity, to be the Intention of that 
Spirit which dictated the“ Prophecy. Whereas, on the 
other Hand, this laſt Abolition of Juddiſin is full of 
nothing but Horror, Deſolation, and Milery ; Ideas 
abſolutely incongruous to that uniform Flood af 
Joy, which viſibly ſpreads itſelf over the Face of 
the whole Prophecy, and therefore it cannot be 
. without a manifeſt Abſurdity, to admit 
of any ſuch Senſe. | = 
In Truth, the Method here taken by our Au- 
thor of applying this Prophecy to the Deſtruction 
of Feruſalem, would, if indulged, unavoidably fink 
the Prophets into ſo many Dreamers, and the Book, 
d In deſcribing the two ViQories of Chriſt, the fame inverted 
Order is obſerved by this Author in this Place, as we ſee oþſery- 
ed in Heb. x. cited above. Does not this ſeem to be the Effe 
of the ſame Genius? whoſe Fire datting thro the whole Courſe 
of the Chriſtian Oeconomy from firſt to laſt, naturally begins 
the Deſcription there, where the. Impreflion is freſheit, and the 
Idea likewiſe moſt glorious and ſtriking. Add to this, that the 
Words in 1 Coy. xv. 25. For he _ reign, till he hath put all 
Enemies under his Feet, repreſept the laſt Enemies of Chriſt, in 
the ſame Figure with thoſe in Heb. x. 12, 13. He for ever ſat 
down at the Right-hand of God; from henceforth expecting till his 
Enemies be made his Fortfionl, If there be any thing in this Re- 
mark, it brings an additional Proof for the Genuineneſs of the 
Epiſtle to the Hebrews. Both Epiſtles ſeem to challenge the 
ſame Author St. Paul. And hence too it becomes more probable 


(as is ſuggeſted above) that in the xth Chapter to the Hebrews 
he had an Eye to this . I/aiah. a 
2 O 
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of the Prophecies into a Collection of Dreams; 
which, according to the Views or Humour of the 
Interpreter, may be made to look. fairly upon any 
Event that falls out. And ſo we find in Artemi- 
dorus ©. one and the ſame Dream, thought to be 
fulfilled by eight or nine very different and diſ- 
agreeing Events. What wonder then that we have 
ſeen ſome licentious Wits in the Gaiety of their 
Hearts digniſying the Prophets of God, with the 
| burleſque Title of Fortune Tellers. 


Our Author cloſes his Argument with this im- 
portant Remark taken from Scripture. ** The 
« Prophecy. of Jeſus concerning the approaching 
« Deſtruftion of Feruſalem by Titus is conceived 
« (he ſays) in ſuch high and ſwelling Terms, that 
not only modern. Interpreters, but the Ancients 
& likewiſe have ſuppoſed that our Lord inter- 
&« weaves into it a direct Prediction of his ſecond 
«Coming to Judgment. Hence it grew into a 
c current Opinion in thoſe Times, that the Con- 
« ſummation of all Things was at hand; which has 
'« afforded a Handle to an infide] Objection in 
«© theſe Times, that Jeſus, in order to keep his 
% Followers attached to his Service, and patient 
$ under Sufferings, flattered them with the near 
* Approach of thoſe Rewards which compleated 
6“ all their Views and Expectations, To which 
| $* the Defenders of Religion have oppoſed this 
„ Anſwer, That the Diſtinction of ſhort and long 
% in the Duration of Time is loſt in Eternity; 
« and with the Almighty a Thouſand Years are 
« but as Yeſterday, Sc. | 

But the Principle both go upon is falſe ; and 
« if what has been ſaid be duly weighed, it will 
©© now appear, that this Prophecy does not reſpect 
God's ſecond coming to Judgment, but the firſt ; 

| © Oneiroc, lib. ult. | 


* 
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ce in the Abolition of the Jewiſb Policy, and eſta- 
„ bliſhing Chriſtianity, that Kingdom of Chriſt 
„ which commenced in the Total cealing of the 
«© Theocracy, For as God's reign over the Jews, 
naturally ended with the Abolition of the 
« 'Temple-Service, ſo the Reign of Chriſt in 
« Spirit and Truth, had then its firſt Beginning. 
This was the true Eſtabliſhment of Chrittia- 
* nity, not that effected by the Donations or Con- 
„ verſion of Conſtantine. Till the Fewih Law 
* was aboliſhed, over which the Father preſided 
« as King, the Reign of the Son could not take 
place, becauſe the Sovereignty of Chriſt over 
« Mankind, was that very Sovereignty over the 
« 7ews, tranferred and more largely extended. 

This therefore being one of the moſt impor- 
% tant Eras in the Economy of Grace, and the 
« moſt awful Revolution in all God's religious 
* Dilpenſations, we fee the Elegance and Pro- 
&« priety of the Terms in queſtion to denote ſo 
great an Event together with the Deſtruction 
« of Jeruſalem, by which it was effected. For in 
* the old Prophetic Language (vid. Div. Leg. 
« Vol. II.) the Fall of Principalities and Powers, 
« whether Spiritual or Civil, are ſignified by the 
<« ſhaking of Heaven and Earth, the darkning of 
&« the Sun and Moon, and the falling of the Stars; 
& as the Riſe and Eſtabliſhment of new ones, are 
by Proceſſions in the Clouds of Heaven, ſound 
c of Trumpets, and the aſſembling together of 
« Hoſts and Congregations, Matth. xxiv.“ 

In this Remark I am fo far entirely of the Au- 
thor's Opinion, as to think that the amazing Phæ- 
nomena in the Heavens, and the dreadful Calami- 
ties on Earth that preceded and accompanied this 
Deſtruction, were really big enough of themſelves 
to fill up all the Leftineſs and Pomp of the De. 
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ſcription ; which is perfectly adapted to the Nature 
and Genius of the Eaſtern Nations and Language. 
What Interpreters thoſe are who have merely from 
thence alone concluded, that our Saviour has inter- 
woven into it a direct Prediction of his ſecond Com- 
ing, is not worth our Enquiry. Since it is well 
known, that the ancient Jews made uſe of the ſame 
Terms in deſcribing the Ruin of a Private Perſon, 
or ſingle Family only 4. And Maimonides* informs 
us, that the ſame Cuſtom prevailed among their 
Neighbours, in theſe Words, Apud Arabes, de eo 
cui ſingulare aliquod infartunium accidit, dicitur, 
quod calum ipſius in terram converſum fit, vel ſuper 
terram ejus ceciderit. And Artemidorus *, (who is 
uſeful for his Knowledge of the Opinions, Cuſtoms, ä 
Phraſes, Traditions, and common Hieroglyphics of 
the Ancients) tells us, Ha a hαο i VOayuGrs 1 
j0ppoguy, rde worte d yivelau., The Sun 
obſcured, or ſomewhat bloody, or making thro* beat a 
kind of Murmur, is an Image which ſucceeds very 
unhappily to all Men. And in another“ Place, 


"Oils xalaninloles en iu bY acer tuch dyalel, Jr 


a Pavifeprvor TahAav yas AF pQY Aale Neither 
are the Stars falling to the Earth, or. vaniſhing 
away good Indications, but rather faretel. the Bebra. 
Zion of many Men. 

Vet that ſome Parts of the Deſcription given in 
this Chapter, reſpect the great Day of final Retri- 
bution, is notoriouſly evident; I fee no Interpre- 
ters but what agree in this Point. The Difficulty 
lies in the goth and 31ſt Verſes. And then "Ball 
appear the Son of Man in Heaven: And then ſhall 
all the Tribes of the Earth mourn, and they ſball ſee 
the Son of Man coming in the Clouds of Heaven, 
with Power and great Glory, And he ſball ſend his 
_ 4 Vide Lightfoot in loc, More Neyoc. par. ii. cap. 29. 
* Oneiroc. lib. ii. cap. 36, * Ibid. cap. 38. 

| Angels 
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Angels with a great Saund of a Trumpet, and they 
ſhall gather together bis Elett from the four Winds, 
from. one End of Heaven to the other. Now this 
Difficulty our Author has removed with fngular 
Succeſs, For if from the Nature of the prophetic 
Language, this Proceſſion in the Clouds, ſound of 
Trumpets, and the aſſembling together of the Elect 
here predifted, denote the Riſe of ſome new King- 
dom; then ſince there is no Circumſtance in the 


Deſtruction of Jeruſalem to correſpond with ſuch . 


Characters ; it follows, that theſe Words muſt re- 
fer to the ſecond Coming of Chriſt ro Judgment, 
as the like Phraſes evidently do in * other Places 
of Scripture, where he has manifeſtly interwoven 
theſe two Events together. 

That Inference: from this Deſcription which 
gave riſe to the Opinion, that the great Day of 
Judgment was then at hand, is, no doubt, an ob- 
vious. Miſtake ; and the Unbelievers Inference, that 
Jeſus did it to keep his Followers attached ro him, 
and patient under Sufferings, is another Miſtake, 
equally obvious, and a proper Companion to the 
Firſt. But our Author's Inference, that our Sa- 
viour by the Pomp and Loftineſs of his Terms 
meant to prefigure the Riſe of Chriſtianity, and 
the fir? — of his Reign, in Spirit and 
Truth, is a Third, and far the greateſt Miſtake 
of the Three, and is very well fitted by its enor- 
mous Size, to protect and keep in Countenance the 
two former. How can we expect any other thing, 
but that the Infidel will plume and chuckle, and 
ſwell with inſolent Alacrity on this Occaſion? Here 
we muſt expect he will take his Stand, and not 
content now with ſimple Inſinuations only, he 
will no doubt openly triumph in the Strength of his 


b Matth. xvi. 27, 28. Luke ix. 26. Mark viii. 3 f. Chap. ix. 
Vide itidem, Heb 10. 25, ad finem cap. _ 
G 4 Objection , 
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Objection; an Objection, which he will ſay, admits of 
no Anſwer, but ſuch a one as is contrary (you ſee) 
to the whole Tenour of the Bible, and conſequent- 
ly muſt end in the total and final Overthrow of the 
pretended divine Original both of the Moſaic and 
Chriſtian Syſtem. However ſome ſmall Check 
at leaſt, I hope, may be given by this Review 

to the ſpreading of the Infection. For if what 
has been ſaid be duly weighed, it will now appear, 
that this Prophecy reſpects God's ſecond Coming 
to Judgment, as well as the firſt in the Abolition 
of the Jewiſh State and Policy for the Rebellion 
and Murder of their King, becauſe he had, with- 
out any Force upon the Will and notwithſtanding 
all the Perverſeneſs of their Oppoſition, inſtituted 
and eſtabliſhed his Kingdom : That Kingdom 
which commenced in the Total ceaſing of the 
Theocracy. For as God's reign over the Fews 
naturally ended with the Abolition of his own In- 
ſtitution of the Temple- Service; ſo the Reign of 
Chriſt, in Spirit and Truth, had then it's irt Be- 
ginning. . 8 

This was the true Eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity; 
and not that effected by the Donations, and Con- 
verſion of Conſtantine, tho' more eſſentially by 
theſe than by the Deſtruction of Jeruſalem. Till 
the Jewiſh Law was aboliſhed, over which the 
Father preſided as King, the Reign of the Sox 
could not take place, becauſe the Severeignty of 
Chriſt over Mankind was that very Sovereignty 
over the Jews, transferr'd and more largely ex- 
cended, . 

This therefore being abſolutely the moſt impor- 
tant Ara in the Oeconomy of Grace and Mercy, 
and the moſt benign and gladſome Revolution in 
all God's Diſpenſations either civil or religious; 
we cannot but ſec the notorious Abſurdity of ap- 


plying 
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plying to it the awful Loftineſs, and terrible Pom 
of thoſe Terms, in which the Deſtruction of Feru- 
ſalem is with peculiar Elegance and Propriety re- 
preſented. | 

Our Author is ſurely the firſt Believer who has ven- 
tured to aſſert, that the Reign of Chriſt in Spirit 
and in Truth had its firſt Beginning at the Deſtruc- 
tion of Feruſalem; and we may reaſonably preſume 
will be the laſt in maintaining a Doctrine ſo noto- 
riouſly contrary to the expreſs Declarations of 
Scripture as this 1s. Firſt, Let us hear our Savi- 
our's own Words * in this Point: All things are 
delivered unto me of my Father : That is, ſays Dr. 
Sam. Clarke, ©* the whole Diſpoſal of all Things 
« relating to the Salvation of Man is now com- 
& mitted to me by God the Father.” And, in 
Purſuance of this full Grant and Conveyance, St. 
Paul aſſures the Epheſians, that after his Reſurrec- 
tion the Father had ſet him (Chriſt) at his own 
Right-hand in the heavenly Places, far above all 
Principality, and Power, and Might, and Dominion, 
and every Name that is named, not only in this 
World, but alſo in that which is to come; and hath 
put all Things under his Feet, and given him to be 
the Head over all Things to the Church, St. Stephen 
k actually ſaw him thus ſeated in the Throne of 
his Kingdom. He diſpoſed of Places in this King- 
dom to his Apoſtles, and gave a full Manifeſtation 
of his kingly Power, in ſending the Holy Ghoſt 
with the Gift of Languages to his Diſciples, which 
had a principal Efficiency in eſtabliſhing this his 
Kingdom. 

»Tis true, Dr. Lightfoot has applied the above- 
cited Text in St. Matthew : And he fhall ſend his 
Angels, Sc. not indeed ſo as to prefigure the firſt 
Beginning of Chriſt's Reign in Spirit and Truth 
I Matth. xi. 27. k Epheſ. i. 20, 21, 22. l Acts vii. 55. * 
NO (that 


to preſerve its Continuance. For thus that learn- 
ed and, ingenious Interpreter gives.the Senſe of the 
Words: When, Feruſalem ſhall be reduced to 
« Aſhes, and that wicked Nation cut off; then ſhall 


the Son of Man fend his Miniſters (Chriſtians) 


cc of ſeveral Nations from the four Corners of the 
« Heavens: ſo that God ſhall not want a Church, 
e although that ancient Nation. be rejected, and 
« caſt off; the Churches of the Gentiles ſucceed- 
e ing to her.” And in this Opinion he has been 
followed, as far as I ſee, by the general Voice of our 
modern Interpreters ſince his Time, who herein 
have been mainly ſupported by that prevailing No- 
tion of the miraculous Powers with which theſe firſt 
Propagators of Chriſtianity were endued for this 
Purpoſe, But as the falſe Bottom upon which. that 
Pillar ſtood ſo long, and figured it ſo much in the 
Eccleſiaſtical World, has been of late ſufficiently 
expoſed; we may perhaps be more inclined to 
acquieſce in Dr. Haummand's Interpretation, who 
thus paraphraſes the 3 iſt Verſe: And he will, 
« as wh a loud Herald and a loud ſounding 
«© Trumpet, gather together all the perſevering 
%% Believers, that Remnant which he purpoſed to 
6 preſerve from this Deſtruction, whereſoever 
« they are in any Part of Judæa. This Senſe of 
the Words ſeems to be countenanced by the Manner 
in which St. Luke relates the ſame Prediction, who 
connects theſe two things together. For having de- 
ſcribed all the other Signs mentioned by St. Mat- 
thew, he concludes with this: And then ſhall they 
fee the Son of Man coming in a Claud with as 
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and great Glory. And, when theſe things, begin to 
come to paſs, then look up, and lift up your Heads 
for. your Redemption draweth nigh, Luke xxi. 27, 
28. Our Saviour had promiſed this Deliverance, 
* 18. which agrees with Matth. xxiv. 13. And it is 
evidently his Deſign,* in all this Diſcourſe, to ani- 
mate his Diſciples under the ſevere Trials which he 
foreſaw would come upon them at that Time, with 
a certain Aſſurance of a Delivery at laſt, Ze ſhall 
be perſecuted, ſays he to.them, but in your Patjence 
Poſſeſs ye your Souls, There ſhall not a Hair of 
your Heads ſuffer. The Hopes of. this Salvation 
were ſo neceſſary to preſerve the Faith of theſe 
new Converts, that this Promiſe 1s frequently re- 
peated with the greateſt Confidence, and urged 
in the moſt pathetic Texzms by St, Paul, St. 
Peter, and indeed by all the inſpired Apoſtolic 
Writers, and was fo truly performed in the Event, 
that Euſebius * relates, there was not, a. ſingle 
Chriſtian in the whole Land of Judæa when Titus 
laid Siege to the capital City. Whereas any ex- 
Dein Effect, that this their Salvation ſhould 
have in ſpreading. the Faith, is no where (if not 
here) predicted. Nor do we find any thing ſo di- 
ſtinguiſhingly wonderful in the Progreſs of the Go/- 
pel, at this Juncture, which was not equalled at 
leaſt by its ſurprizing Succeſs in after Ages. I am 
very ſenſible that the ſpreading of the Goſpel was 

reatly furthered by the Apoſtles and Diſciples, who 
— themſelves by flight from the Deſtruction at 
Jeruſalem; but *tis evident, their Stay in Fudæa 
was nat owing to any Neceſſity that the Deſtruc- 
tion of the Temple ſhould commence before their 
Departure out of the Country. It was occaſioned 
by. this, that they had not completed the Courſe of 
m Rom. xiii. 11. Heb. x. 36, 37. a 1 Pet. iy. » Eccl. 

Hiſt, lib. iii. cap. 5. ; 
their 
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their Miniſtry therein, before that Deſtruction hap- 

pened. For this our Saviour had foretold ?, Yerily 
J fay unto you, ye ſhall not have gone over the Cities 
of Tfrael, till the Son of Man be come. And the 
Reaſon why this ſhould be ſo, is given by him in 
another Prediction concerning this Event. "Except 
thoſe Days [of Tribulation] ſhould be ſhortened, 
there ſhould no Fleſh be ſaved; but for the Elefts 
Sake thoſe Days ſhall be ſhortened %, The particu- 
lar View of Providence in this Deſignation of the 
Time, is here expreſsly declared to be a perſonal 
Favour to the Diſciples, whilſt the farther Propa- 
gation of their Religion is paſſed without any par- 
ticular Notice, as being a natural Conſequence of 
it, which was to follow in the ordinary Courſe of 
the ſame Providence. For an extraordinary Ap- 
pointment had been already made to that End, by 
miraculouſly raiſing up St. Paul, on purpoſe to 


_ eſtabliſh the Faith among the Gentiles *, before 


this Deſtruction ſhould come. 

Me have ſeen already that the Eſtabliſhment of 
Chriſt's Religion throughout the World in that 
5 Polity, which was neceſſary according to his own 
Mind, was ordained by Chrift to be one of the 
Signs which ſhould precede the Deſtruction of the 
Temple : that is, ſhould precede that Abolition of 
the Temple-worſhip, which is ordained by our Au- 


thor to precede the Eſtabliſhment of bis Religion 


and its neceſſary Oeconomy, A Religion, which 
therefore muſt evidently be another than that eſta- 
bliſhed by Feſus, preached by another Chriſt, who 
muſt have been ſent by anotber God, and not by 
the God of the Chriſtians. It is not improbable 


p Matth. x. 23. 4 Chap. xxiv. 22. Acts ix. 15. and 
Chap. xxii, 21. Gal. i. 16. and Chap. ii. 7, 8, 9. Epheſ. iii. 
Cclofſ. i. 6. Matth. xviii. 15. et ſegg. Acts xv? 6. et ſegg. 
and St. Paul's Ep. zo Timothy, Titus, the Corinthians, Cc. 


that 
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that Chriſt, who well knew his own. Purpoſe to 
withdraw the Gift of Miracles from his Church 
about the Time of this End, was upon that Ac- 
count particularly careful to provide this Eſtabliſh- 
ment for it. before that End ſhould come, by the 
Miniſtry of his Apoſtles while theſe miraculous 
Powers till ſubſiſted. And it is very remarkable, 
that theſe firſt Founders were preſently ſucceeded by 
falſe Pretenders to the ſame Powers,, who, accord- 
ing to their true Nature, ſoon ſpawned a countleſs 
Profuſion of forged Miracles, which lived and did 
ſo well, as to procure a laſting Eſtabliſhment for 
the Religion and Kingdom of Antichriſt, 

Hence it is manifeſt, that Chriſtianity was H- 
. bliſhed in all its Pretenſ ons by the Purity of its 
Doctrine, and by the whole Power of all the Mi- 
racles deſtined to this End by the great Founder's 
Will and purpoſe before the Deſtruction of FJeru- 
ſalem. If then * the more perfect Diſpenſation 
« could not take place, till the leſs perfect, which 


e prefigured it, was ſet aſide and aboliſhed,” and 


this was not ſet aſide and aboliſhed till the Deftruc- 
tion of the Temple by Titus: How came it to 
paſs that the more perfect Diſpenſation had perfect- 
ly taken place before that Deſtruction ? 

There is indeed a Senſe in which the Eftabliſh- 
ment of Chriſtianity may be truly ſaid to be at this 
Time more completely perfected, than it was at any 
Time before it. This Religion, as we have juſt ob- 
ſerved in our Author's Words, was to eſtabliſh its 
Pretenſions by the Power of Miracles, and that Deſign 
being fully accompliſhed, the appointed Time of its 
Completion was ſtrongly marked by this conclud- 
ing Miracle. This was the deſtined Period and 
Conſummation of the miraculous Age of the 
Church; and that Age was thus finally cloſed and 
ſhut up, with the greateſt Wiſdom and Propriety, 


by 
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by the moſt awfu! Miracle, taken in all its Circum- 
ſtances, that ever had been wrought by the Foun. 
der, It commenced * in the Miracles effected by 
the eſpecial Finger of Chriſt himfelf, and conclud- 
ed in a Combination of Miracles produced by the 
immediate Agency of the ſame divine Perſon, | 

In this Idea we ſee a very good Reaſbn why all 
the Particulars of this extraordinary Event are fo 
circumſtantially predicted; that ſo by this Means the 
Truth of the Miracle might not be liable to be 
called in Queſtion, at a Time when there were no 
Prophets nor appointed Interpreters of the divine 
Will to aſcertain it. To this we may add, that 
the Diſperſion of the Jews ever ſince has been, 
and ſtill continues to be ſuch a ſtanding Monument 
in all Parts of the World of the Reality of this 
Miracle, and therein of the divine Power and Fore- 
knowledge of Chriſt the Author of it, that it 
may, at leaſt, not abſurdly be thought ſufficient to 


t The Preaching of Fohn Baptif, who wrought no Miracles, 
was only the Daring 2 the Day before the Sur of Righteouſ- 
xe/s aroſe with Healing in his Wings, | 

u A very worthy and pious Author has lately given his Opi- 
nion, that Foſephus was raifed up by an extraordinary Providence 
to this Purpoſe, See Remarks on Ecclefiaſtical Hiſtory, pag. 34, 
tt fg. He was drawn, into this Notion by obſerving, that the 
Tous ha aſſured Veſbaftan of his coming to be Emperor, at a 
Time when there was no Appearance of ſuch an Event. But 
forely nothing can be more evident than that this Piece of Aduſa- 
tion was only a Stratagem invented by the Prieſt to fave his own 
Life; and fo he tells us himſelf it was underſtood by the Roman 
General: Tho' as might be expected, he was pleaſed ſo much 
with the Flattery, as both to pardon and reward the Flatterer, 
who afterwards, when Veppaſian was ſeated on the Throne, hay- 
ing breathed the Air of that Court, underſtood the proper Ule of 
his prieſtly Character, and confirmed himſelf in his Beriefac- 
tor's good Graces, by interpreting the Prophecies concerning 
the univerſal Kingdom of the Maſſiab, to relate to that Empe- 
ror's Dominion. /. de B. J. lib. vii. cap. 12. 

ſuper- 
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ſuperſede the Neceſſity of working any ſubſequerit 
Ones in the Defence of his Cue, , hls 
After the Chriſtian Religion had been efabl;/bed 
upon the Foundation of the Apaftles and Prophets, 
Feſus Chriſt being 4he Head Corner-flone ; tis 
true, the Deſtruction of Jeruſalem did greatly con- 
tribute, in the natural Courſe of Things, eventually 
to the furtherance of the Goſpel. This is clearly, 
tho? clumſily repreſented by Dr. Whitby -The 
« Deſtru#ion of Feruſalem, and the unbelieving 
„ Fews (ſays that Pains-taking Commentator) in 
*« this extraordinary Manner, was ſo exact a Com- 
i pletion of our Lord's Prediction; ſo great a De- 
% monſtration of his Indignation againſt Unbelievers, 
t of his Protection of his faithful Servants, and 
** ſuch a Juſtification of this Prophet againſt their 
&« y Accuſations, and ſuch an Evidence of their 
„ Sin, who crucified and rejeZed- him, that it 


© might well prepare the Gentiles more freely to 


&© embrace the Chriſtian Faith.“ 

Add to this, that it could not fail of procur- 
ing ſome Degree of a like Succeſs amongſt the 
remaining Jews. In as much as the laſt Subter- 
fuge they had left was hereby entirely cut off. 
They knew from their own Prophecies, and had all 
along hitherto acknowledged, that the Meſſiah was 
to come while this ſecond Temple was ſtanding. 
To them therefore the total Deſtruction of bat 
Temple, and that too, without any Promiſe of its 
Reſtoration according to their own moſt received In- 


* Vide his Comment on Matth. xxiv. 31. 

? Fuftin Martyr ſays they very early ſent Ambaſſadors to all 
Countries againſt the Chriſtians, repreſenting them as digte 
beg 2 does. contr. Tryph. 

2 Their Writing called Seder Olam, of great Authority 
amongſt them, affirms, that after their ſecond Ejection out of the 
Land of Canaan, the Fews ſhall never return thither again. 


terpretation 
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terpretation of theſe Prophecies, joined to the preſent 
feeling of their forlorn Condition, preſented a very 
perſuaſive Argument, that he was already come; 
which would naturally be a Means of opening many 
of their blinded Eyes, and bring them to /ee the 
Things which belong to their Peace, Nor were the 
Primitive Chriſtians' * probably wanting on this 
Occaſion in their Diligence to promote the Cauſe 
'of Chriſt, by preſſing theſe Things home upon 
both Jews ar 4 Gentiles in the ſtrongeſt Terms. 
But then ir cannot be denied, that Chriſtianity 
was firſt eſtabliſhed more fully in this Senſe of the 
Word, by the Donations and Converſion of Conftan- 
tine. Then commenced that remarkable Era, when 
the Powers of the Earth were firſt joined to that of 
Heaven, in the Completion of its Settlement. The 
Condition of the Church before this Time was pri- 
vate, mean, and obſcure, nay it was frequently perſe- 
cuted, diſtreſſed, and afflicted. But things put on a 
new Face from this Period. Chriſtianity was now firſt 
eſtabliſhed by Law; it was raiſed to be the State 
Religion, arid its Polity farther advanced by the 
new Eſtabliſhment of general ecumenical Councils, 
Beſides, it was now firſt crowned with Dominion and 
Wealth, Honours and large Poſſeſſions; and con- 
ſequently now properly commenced the firſt Begin- 
ning of its flouriſhing State. In this Idea we find 
the Prophets, eſpecially 1/aiah, more frequently 
predicting, and more diſtinctly marking this im- 
portant Era of the Kingdom of Chriſt than any 
other after its firſt Erection by himſelf in Perſon: 
Thus ſaith the Lord God, Behold, I will lift up 
mine Hand to the Gentiles, and ſet up my Standard 
to the People. They ſhall bring thy. Sons in their 
Arms, and thy Daughters ſhall be carried upon their 
Shoulders. And Kings ſhall be thy Nurſing-fathers, 
a See Euſeb. Eccl. Hiſt. lib. v, vi, vii, viii. | 


and 
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and their queens thy nurſing-mothers, They ſhall 
bow down to thee with their face toward the earth ; 
and lick up the duſt of thy feet, and thou ſhalt knoty 
that I am the Lord; for they ſhall not be aſhamed that 
wait for me. At this time alſo was a clear ma- 
nifeſtation of that power of Chriſt, after his exal- 
ration to his heavenly kingdom, which was fore- 
told in theſe words, The Lord ſaid unto my Lord, 
Sit thou on my right-hand, till 1 make thy foes thy 

footſtool ©. | 

However, this kingdom of Chriſt ſhall be firſt 

| eſtabliſhed in a ſtill much greater perfection, when 
Antichriſt, the myſtery and mother of harlots, and 
the abominations of the earth ſhall be deſtroyed ; 
wwhen the angel ſhall come with the key of the bottom- 
leſs pit, and a great chain in bis hand; and ſhall lay 
hold on the dragon, that old ſerpent, which is Abe 
Devil and Satan, and bind him a-ihouſand years; and 
caſt him into the bottomleſs pit, and ſhut bim up, 
and ſet a ſeal upon him, that be ſhall deceive the na- 
tions ub more, till the thouſand years ſhall be ful- 
filled: when the ſouls of them that have been behead- 
ed for the witneſs of Feſus, and for' the word of 
God, and which ſhall not have worſhipped the beaſt, 
neither his image, neither ſhall have received his 
mark" upon their foreheads, or in their hands, ſhall 
it upon thrones ;, and judgment ſhall be given unto 
them, and they ſhall live and reigu with Chriſt a 
thouſand years *. 

This eſtabliſhment will likewiſe firſt begin to be 
farther completed after the times of the Gentiles, 
ſpoken of by Tobit the Prophet, ſhall be fulfilled, 
when after the Fews have ſeen the Son of Man 
come in the clouds, and the children of 1ſrael go into a 
very long captivity, the bleſſed Lord ſhall remember 
them,and gather them from the four corners of the earth. 


d Iſa. xlix. 22, 23. c Pfalm cx. 1. © Rev. xx, 1. et ſeqq- 
| Then 
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Then TAngul Gow of Kg 18 did, the times of the 
age, according to the ſame. Prophet, ſhall be. ac- 
compliſhed. Then ſhall the Jews return to their own 
2 and ſhall build up Jeruſalem gloriouſly, and 
the bouſe of God ſhall be built in it with great glory, 
as the Prophets have ſpoken thereof. When many 
nations ſpall come from far to the name of the Lord 
God, with gifts in their bands, even gifts to the 
KinG+os Hzeaven, when his tabernacle ſpall be 
rebuilt again with joy, and he ſhall make his cap- 
tives joyful in Jeruſalem, yea all nations ſhall turn 
and fear the Lord God f TRUELY, When there- 
fore not only the old Temple-worſhip ſhall be doom- 
ed to an everlaſting ſtate of inanition, but alſo 
circumciſion, purification, diſtiniFion of meats, &c. 
the private part of that antiquated religion, ſhall 
be finally and forever aboliſhed by the Fews them- 
ſelves, under the guidance of that deliverer, who 
ſhall come out of Sion, and ſhall turn away ungodli- 
* from Jacob *, 

But this perfect religion ſhall, in this ſenſe, re- 
ceive its truly, abſolute, unchangeable, and im- 
mortal eſtabliſhment at that ſeaſon, which will be 
at once both the meſt tremendouſly awful and 
joy fully triumphant juncture: When the Sow of 
Man fhall come forth conquering, and to conquer, 
and ſhall fwallow up death in victory, when the 
laſt little of the law and the Prophets ſhall be fal- 
filled, and he ſhall have ſubdued, not only his 
Fewiſh, but all his other enemies, and put them 
under his feet : When the church now no longer 
militant ſhall appear in triumph, prepared as @ 
bride adorned for her huſband with pure gold, and 
garniſhed with all manner of precious tones: When 
the marriage of the Lamb ſhall be finally conſummat- 

e Tob. xiv. 15, f Ibid. v. 10, 11. 8 Rom. xi. 26. 
h 1 Cor. xv. | 7 

cas 
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ed: When all former things [and religions] ſhall 
paſs away, and all things ſhall be made new. When 
- there ſhall be no more curſe , but paradiſe ſhall be 
reſtored, and the fountain of the water of life 
ſball be given freely to the ſons of the inheritance ; 
Be tree of life yield her fruit again, and her leaves 
then ſhall ſhall be for the healing of the nations. 

Thus we ſee that this conceit of calling the or- 
dinary encreaſe, which Chriſtianity received by the 
end and deſtruction of the 7ewiſh ſtate and nation, 
the firſt eſtabliſhment of Chriſt's reign, neceſſarily 
involves in it the ridiculous abſurdity that this reign 
ſhall firſt receive its perfect and complete eſtabliſh- 
ment, by the deſtruction and end of itſelf : That 
end, when this king [Chriſt] ſhall have deſtroyed 
all his enemies; and for that reaſon ſhall deliver up 
the kingdom to God, even the Father, to whom 
the Son himſelf ſhall then be ſubjef, that ſo God 
may be all in all, 


Our author's argument from the Prophecies is 
berieath any kind of notice, even that low one of 
| contempt. He has declared, that his interpreta- 
tion of them ſtands upon the ſole ſtrength of that 
which is drawn from the nature of the two diſpen- 
ſations. Conſequently they muſt needs both fall 
together; and in order to the burial of the pro- 
phetic evidence, a friendly ſilence, I am certain, is 
the kindeſt ſnroud it can be wrapt in. But, on 
the other hand, it is well worth while to obſerve, 
that as the Prophets mention nothing more than a 
total deſtruction, their teſtimony is of great weight 
againſt the credibility of a final one; and from 
hence we may, with great probability, conclude, 

that no more than a total deſtruction was intended. 
The final deſolation of Babylon and Tre ', is 

i Rev. xxi. and xxii. k Jer. 1. 39. and li. 26, 37, 64. 

Fzech. xxvi. 14, 21. and xxvii. 39, Iſaiah xxili. 19. 
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foretold by them in the moſt explicit terms: And 
no tolerable reaſon can be given why that of Jeru- 
ſalem is not ſo declared, if it was ſo to be under- 
ſtood ; unleſs our author's be allowed to paſs for one, 
who maintains, that they muſt therefore neceſſarily 
be underſtood to predict a final one, becauſe there 
was no neceſſity for ſuch a prediction. Theſe are 
his words. 
& If it be aſked (as there is now no ſecret in the 
« counſels of God, but what audacious man will 
« demand a reaſon for) why the final deſtruction 
c of the Temple was ſo doubtfully delivered, that 
« there was need of our having recourſe to the na- 
« ture and genius of the two diſpenſations, to com- 
e prehend the full meaning of the Prophecies ? I 
„ anſwer in general, that it ſeems very irreverent, 
« when God hath clearly made known his will to 
& us, to cavil with his wiſdom for not doing it that 
e way, which to us ſeems the moſt direct and ſim- 
4e ple. But in this caſe it happens we ſee great 
ends obtained by the very way he hath been 
<«« pleaſed to uſe. For by obliging us to have re- 
<« courſe to the nature of his diſpenſations, in order 
* to aſcertain the full meaning of his Propbecies, 
he hath put us under the neceſſity of having al- 
* ways in view a circumſtance of great moment, 
* which we might otherwiſe be apt to forget; a 
< circumſtance which impreſſeth on us the ſtrongeſt 
idea of the divine wiſdom. Had the abolition 
of Zudaiſm, on the eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity, 
been only expedient, and not neceſſary, as even 
ein that caſe we may be aſſured it had been in 
God's counſel never to ſuffer the Temple to be 
rebuilt; ſo we may well believe that the revela- 
tion of this counſel by Prophecy had been in 
< the expreſs terms of a nal deſtruction ; becauſe, 
from the expediency only of an abolition, gene- 
| es ral 
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* ral terms could never lead us to conclude the 
<< predicted deſtruction to be nals But now, as 
the abolition was neceſſary, that alone would ſuf- 
e fice to fix the preciſe meaning of general terms. 
And as the uſe of general terms would oblige us 
<* to have recourſe to thoſe circumſtances on which 
the neceſſity was founded, and the conſtant view 
* of thoſe circumſtances is highly uſeful for reli- 
_ «© gious purpoſes, therefore were general terms 
very wiſely employed.“ | 

We ſhall know what to think of this argument 
by trying its force in the proof of a total deſtruc- 
tion,— Thus —If it be aſked (as there is now no ſe- 
cret in the counſels of God, but what audacious man 
will demand a reaſon for) why the total deſtruction 
of the Temple was ſo clearly delivered by the Pro- 
phets, that there was no need of our having recourſe 
to the nature and genius of the two diſpenſations, to 
comprehend the full meaning of the Prophecies? I 
anſwer in genera], that it ſeems very irreverent, 
when God has clearly made known to us his will, 
to cavil with his wiſdom for not doing it in that 
way, which to us ſeems moſt ſimple and fitting. 
But in this caſe it happens we ſee great ends obtained 
by the very way he has been pleaſed to uſe. For 
by obliging us to have recourſe to the Prophecies, 
in order to aſcertain his full intention in framing the 
nature of the two diſpenſations, he has put us un- 
der the neceſſity of having always in view a circum- 
ſtance of great moment, which we might otherwiſe 
be apt to forget; a circumſtance which impreſſeth on 
us the ſtrongeſt idea of the divine wiſdom. Had 
the abolition of Fudaiſm, on the eſtabliſhment of 
Chriſtianity, been only expedient, and not neceſſary, 
as even in that caſe we may be aſſured it had been 
in God's counſel never to ſuffer the Temple to re- 
main undeftroyed ; ſo we may well believe that the 
3 evelation 
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revelation of this counſel had been in the expreſs 
terms of a total deſtruction ; becauſe from the ex- 
pediency only of an abolition, general terms could 
never lead us to conclude the predicted deſtruction 
to imply a total one. But now if the abolition, was 
neceſſary, that alone would ſuffice to fix the preciſe 
meaning of general terms. And as the uſe of general 
terms would oblige us to have recourſe to thoſe cir-. 
cumſtances on which the neceſſity was founded, and 
the conſtant view of thoſe circumſtances, is highly 
uſeful for religious purpoſes, therefore had general 
terms been very wiſely employed. Wherefore ſince 
we find expreſs terms are actually employed, we 
muſt neceſſarily conclude from this argument, that 
it is an impeachment of the divine wiſdom to ſup- 
Poſe the total deſtruction of the Temple, to be ne- 
ceſſary from the nature of the two diſpenſations. 
Had the Prophets predicted a final deſtruction in 
expreſs terms, then indeed the total one had been 
neceſſarily implied; but the argument from a total 
deſtruction to a final one is not altogether ſo clear, 
and the want of clearneſs in this reciprocation, was 
clearly ſeen by our author, as clearly appears from 
the neceſſity he lay under of patching this defect, 
by making the two arguments reciprocally to ſup- 
port each other. Now therefore what are we to 
infer from all that has been ſaid by him on this 
head, but that the artiſt was here clearly loſt, and 
bewildered in the immenſe perplexity of his own 
ideas. | | 
However, he has produced three paſſages of 
ſcripture, in order to confirm the ſeveral parts of 
his argument from the nature of the two diſpenſa- 
tions, independently from the other Prophecies ; 
upon which account it may not be amiſs to beſtow 
a word or two upon each. 
The 
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The firſt is, that in St. Jobn iv, 21. where the 
neceſſary connexion between the exiſtence of the 
Temple, and that of the divinity of the Fewifo re- 
ligion, is ſhewn, he ſays, in this: That when Je- 
{us informs the woman of Samaria of the approach- 
ing abolition of the law of Moſes, he expreſſes 
himſelf by this circumſtance, that men ſhould no 
longer worſhip at the Temple of Feruſalew. But 
I have already ſhewn from the following part of 
this diſcourſe of our Saviour's with that woman, 


that his meaning is to declare the true worſhip of 


God to be then no longer confined to any place, 
and conſequently the divine inſtitution of the local 
worſhip at the Temple to be then aboliſhed. 
Again, when the falſe witneſſes againſt Stephen 
depoſed, that they had heard him ſay, that Feſus of 
Nazareth would deſtroy the Temple, they drew (ſays 
he) their own inference from it, that he would chan 
the law and the cuſtoms, which Moſes had delivered 
to them: The fact is thus related, Fs vi. 13, 14. 
They ſet up falſe witneſſes which ſaid, we have heard 
this man ſay, that Feſas of Nazareth ſhall deſtroy 
this place, and ſhall change the cuſtoms which Moſes 
| delivered us. Here we lee theſe witneſſes make no 
inference of their own, but on the contrary charge 
St. Stephen with having ſaid all the words. What 
then is the true inference, is it not plainly this? That 
the whole is a falſe charge, for were they not falſe 
witneſſes ? But our author will have it, that the 
falſeneſs of their teſtimony conſiſted only in the 1n- 
ference, viz. that Jeſus would change the Fewi/ 
law by the deſtruction of their Temple: For Ste- 
phen, ſays he, could never have ſpoken fo crudely of 
the deſtruction of the law, when his maſter had 
ſaid, He was not come to deſtroy the law, but to fu!- 
fl it, Matth. v. 17. Here then we have his own 
atteſtation, that this ſancy of the neceſſary con- 
H 4 nection 


- 


,.# 
4 - 


120 A Review of the 


nection between the demolition of the Temple, and 


the introduction of Chriſtianity was an error of the 
Jews, who therein clearly miſunderſtood the pro- 
yidential plan of theſe two diſpenſations. 

To make the remark then conſiſtent with his 


own repreſentation of the fact. it ought to run 


thus : Theſe conſequences are ſo evidently uncon- 
nected in the plan ofthe tworeligions, and at the ſame 
time were 15 clearly miſunderſtood by the Jews, 
that tho? in acquainting the woman of Samaria with 
the actual abolition of the law of Moſes, Chriſt ex- 
preſſes himſelf by this circumſtance, that men 
ſhould zo longer worſhip God who is a ſpirit either 
on mount Gerizim, or at Feruſalem, but in ſpirit 
and in truth, without beipg eſpecially confined to 


any one place : Yet when the falſe witneſſes againſt 
Stephen depoſed that they heard him ſay, that Feſus 


of Nazareth would deſtroy the boly place, they drew 
this falſe inference from it, that he would change 


the Iaw und the cuſtoms that Moſes had delivered 
them, which could not be done in their opinion 


without deſtroying the holy un notwithſtanding 
0 


this ſame Jeſus whom they ſo much abuſed by ſuch 


a miſrepreſentation of his deſign, had expreſsly told 


them that he was not come to deſtroy the law, but 
zo fulfil it, or to effect this change without deitroy- 

ing the Temple. | 
Upon the whole it is obſerveable, that as the 
great Founder of Chriſtianity was crucified by the 
Jews for aſſerting his kingly power over them, and 
eltabliſhing his kingdom among them upon the 
extinction of the theocracy ; ſo the firſt of his 
ſubjects that ſuffered martyrdom for his ſake was 
ſtoned by theſe people, upon a pretence of his hav- 
ing declared his royal maſter's purpoſe to exerciſe 
this kingly power in their utter national deſtruction. 
2. The remark is more immediately to our preſeat 
purpoſe, 
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purpoſe, that if the Jews greatly injured the Chriſ- 
tian Martyr by bearing falſe witneſs againſt him, 
another Diſciple of Chriſt has returned the injury 
in kind by bearing falſe witneſs againſt the Jewiſh 
falſe witneſſes. 3. As it is evident, that theſe wit- 
neſſes had not heard Stephen ſay, that Jeſus would 
deſtroy the Temple; ſo it is nat probable that 
Stephen could have ſpoken ſo crudely of this de- 
ſtruction that it ſhould be heard by the Jews. Since 
ſuch unſeaſonable talk could do the cauſe of Chriſt 
no ſervice, and he muſt know, from the temper of 
the Jews, would infallibly procure his own deſtruc- 
tion, However he might have forewarned them, 
that they muſt unavoidably bring ſuch an act of 
vengeance upon themſelves, in purſuance to the 
terms of their own covenant, if they did not re- 
pent and acknowledge Jeſus to be the Chriſt, 

Theſe two paſſages ſeem to be thrown in only 
for ſhew ; bur in the third he felicitates himſelf in 
a peculiar ſtyle, and burſts into a tranſport of glee, in 
having found out by the help of this new hypothe- 
ſis the right clue for unravelling one of the moſt 
intricate myſteries of God's moral government ; 
for hereby we are furniſhed with an eafy and ob- 
vious ſolution of that difficult text, The ſceptre ſhall 
not depart from Judah, until Shilob * come. Now 
if the eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity neceſſarily re- 
quired the deſtruction of the Temple, then Shiloh 
or Chriſt cannot be faid to have come in the fu} 
ſenſe of the words till he came to that deſtruction, 
and then, and not till then, did the ſceptre com- 
pletely depart from“ Judah. 

The excellent Hooker o obſerves of the enthuſiaſts 
in his time, that when they and their Bibles were 
got together there was no doctrine or opinion ſo 

m Gen. xlix. 10. " Vide Baſnage Hiſt, de Juifs, lib. 1. c. 5. 
See Preface to Eceleſ. Polity. = 
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wild and extravagant that they could not bring 
ſome. text of Scripture to vouch : And this is re- 
markably the caſe in the application of the above- 
cited text to illuſtrate and confirm the wild notion 
of the Chriſtian ceconomy advanced by our author; 
who, becauſe the ſceptre did not depart from Judah 
in one ſenſe viz. as to the exerciſe of it till the 
utter diſperſion and breaking of the Jewiſh nation, 
clearly ſees that therefore Chriſt did not begin his 
reign before that time; notwithſtanding this very 
Chriſt himſelf has over and over declared, that he 
commenced this reign during his miniſtry upon 
earth, and that too, in purſuance of the Jewiſh pro- 
hecies; that this kingdom likewiſe was a ſpiritual 
— and that the enemies to be ſubdued were 
not temporal, but ſpiritual, that is, ſin and death, 
the powers of which he not only conquered then in 
his own perſon, but likewiſe both taught his faith- 
ful ſubjects the way, and endued them with might 
to obtain the ſame victory for themſelves. Hence 
we ſee the obſtinate force of infatuation 3 and hence 
appears the abſolute neceſſity there was of diſplay- 
ing ſo fully, and obtruding ſo diligently as has: 
been done a moſt evident and obvious truth; but 
the obvious nearneſs of it was clearly the very rea- 
ſon why it was over/ooked, For tho? “the inte- 
«« ority and dignity of the ſimple and perfect na- 
e ture of the Chriſtian doctrine refuſes all fellow- 
<« ſhip with the adulterate arts of Grecian learn- 
<& ing ;* yet © the admirable diſplay of divine wiſ- 
« dom in diſpoſing the parts, and conducting the 
& courſe of the grand ſyſtem of redemption,” has 
not hitherto been able to ſubdue that meretricious 
ſpirit of fetching glittering tinſel from the brothels 
of philoſophy, to adorn the ſanctity of religion. 
A devoted ſlave to this inveagling harlot our 
author, not only in the inftance now before us, but 
| through- 
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throughout the whole courſe of the preſent work 
is ſeen, with undeviating ſteps, conſtantly to fol- 
low That Philoſopher to the bottom of his well, 
where he maintained all truth to lie wrapt in depth 
and darkneſs ; notwithſtanding his Chriſtian ma- 
iter has made it a rule to deliver all his important 
and uſeful truths in the utmoſt plainneſs, ſimpli- 
city, and clearneſs. According to this rule the 
words until Shiloh come, in their molt natural and 
eaſy ſenſe, reſpect his firſt coming to the Jews; 
and *tis equally evident, that the ſceptre did not 
depart from Judab till tbat firſt coming; and that 
this is the true meaning of the promiſe contained 
in this prophecy appears from hence : It is part of 
the bleſſing which was given by Jacob on his death- 
bed to his children then under ſlavery in Egypt, to 
confirm them in an aſſurance that they ſhould one 
day (according to God's promiſe made to him, 
which he had. declared before to Zo/eph) poſſeſs the 
land of Canaan for their inheritance ; each in the 
diviſion of his own tribe : In this ſpirit he prophe- 
ſies of Fudah in particular, that the ſceptre ſhould 
not depart from bim, nor a lawgiver from between 
his feet, until Shiloh came. Now it won't be denied, 
I ſuppoſe, that the theocracy was eſtabliſhed for the 
ſecurity of this promiſe : At the time therefore when 
that was withdrawn, this promiſe became vacated, 
and the ſceptre did then depart from Judab in the 
ſtricteſt and moſt emphatical ſenſe of the words: But 
the theocracy *tis evident was withdrawn, and the 
kingdom transferred to Chriſt at his firſt coming, 
who then only likewiſe acted as lawgiver : Conſe- 
quently h]t was the time when this prophecy was 
principally and moſt properly fulfilled. It may be ob- 
ſerved in favour of this interpretation, that it is clog- 
ged with no material difficulties : whereas our authoi's 
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clue, even granting for the purpoſe the truth of it, 
leads us quite out of the way of the moſt obvious 
ſenſe of the words, until Shiloh come, which as juſt 
now obſerved, naturally preſent to our apprehen- 
ſion his firſt coming to the Jews. In a word, this 
humour of valuing nothing elſe and thinking only 


of ſuch truths as lie hid, and remote from common 


obſervation, 1s rather adapted to-find out what may 


Poſſibly be true, than what is moſt probable and 
likely to be ſo. 


To conclude. The' whole pains which the rea- 
der has ſeen laid out in rooting up this wild con- 
ceit, that the deſtruction of the Temple was that 
abolition of the Jewiſß religion, which was ne- 
ceſſary to prepare a place for Chriſtianity, have 
been fo Jaid out, becauſe it is really very hurtful 
in its conſequences to the true intereſts of religion ; 
and for that reaſon chiefly I have laboured ſo 
much to expoſe the folly and weakneſs of it; 
partly however induced thereto, by a ſerious and 
ſincere reſpect to it's author. For otherwiſe there 
was no manner of occaſion for it, in an anſwer 
to his argument. It is true he has ſet it for the 
root of his whole hypotheſis framed to ſupport the 
miracle, and I was willing therefore to pluck out 
every fibre of this pretended root ; I call it a pre- 
tended root, for tho* indeed it ſtands in the place 
of a root, and the final deſtruction of the Temple 
is cemented to it by ſtrong aſſertions, and the whole 
is conſtantly exhibited to the reader's view as being 
in one piece; yet, in reality, it is evident, there is 
no ſuch thing as any natural and congenial union 
between them; nay, the natural compoſition of 
each is ſo heterogeneous to the other, that it is paſt 


the art of man to ſeal them hermetically to- 
gether, 


For 
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For if it be true, which our author maintains, 
that the divine inſtitution of the Temple - worſnip 
was completely aboliſhed by the total deſtruction 
of the Temple; ſo that Chriſtianity did at that 
time receive its complete eſtabliſnment; then no 
rebuilding of that Temple, by meer human 
means, without an expreſs ſpecific divine com- 
mand for it, can, in any ſenſe, be ſufficient to re- 
ſtore the divine inſtitution of that worſhip. 

The author was very ſenſible of this, and has 
endeavoured in the concluſion to graft this final 
deſtruction into the total one, which only would 
bear to be ſhewn in the courſe of the argument. 
To effect this neceſſary purpoſe it is that the pro- 
phecies are produced; and by that addition the 
argument comes to aſſume this new form. The 
final, abolition of Fudaiſin was effected by the de- 
ſtruction of the Temple; but it is evidenc, from 
the very ſound of the words, that a final aboli- 
tion could only be effected by a final deſtruction : 
Ergo, the total deſtruction neceſſarily implies it 
to be final, Now the Prophets expreſsly pre- 
dict a total deſtruction, and conſequently by the 
force of the foregoing argument, they mult be 
underſtood to intend a final one. The candle of 
the Prophecies, being thus lighted up from what has 
been ſaid upon the nature of the two diſpenſations, 
is found to burn by virtue of its own compoſition, 
and by this means a new diſcovery is made of the 
natural force of the prophetic words, which lay in 
darkneſs before; and it is now clearly ſeen that 
they are independently, and of themſelves virtuouſly 
expreſſive of a final deſtruction. This being once ob- 
| ſerved, no wonder that they are brought to reflect 
a mutual aſſiſtance for the better ſupport of that 


argument, whence they borrowed the light of this 
tenſe, | 


1 
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In this ingenious manner it.is brought about, ac- 
cording, to ihe natural courſe of things, that the 
ſame virtue communicated from the ſtrength of 
one argument invigorates the other ſo, that it 
ſtrikes root, and ſhoots out new branches; which 
being inſerted into the parent ſtock, thither recon- 
duct that virtue now improved by their own, which 
which was originally received from thence ; and by 
this means the whole ſap is contrived to circulate reci- 
5 1 thro' both plants; they are united into 
a perfect coalition, and ftand tho? ſeverally upon 
their own proper roots, yet in a congenial friend- 
ſhip mutually ſupporting and ſupported by each 
other. So admirable are the ways of providence 
„ when we happen to find out the clue that leads 

eto the right opening.“ a 
But let us hear the author ſpeaking for himſelf 
on this occaſion, that if any injuſtice be done to 
him, it may not paſs uncenſured; he cloſes his 
argument in theſe words: And now what are we 
to conclude from all this to the caſe in hand? 
« It is evident a repugnancy in the coexiſtence of 
« Tudaiſm and Chriſtianity would require God's 
<« 1nterpolition to prevent the reſtoration of the 
„Temple. It is evident a Prophecy of its final 
deſtruction would do the fame, Either of theſe 
e facts therefore being ſufficient to eſtabliſh our 
point, fo much diſcourſe had not been employed 
on both, bad they ftood independent of one an- 
«* other; but the Prophecies being ſo delivered, 
as to be of themſelves ambiguous, there was a 
* neceſlity of calling in the nature of God's diſpen- 
« ſations, to explain their preciſe meaning, which 
would then reciprocally ſupport what we infer 
from the different genius of the two religions.“ 
We ſee here that though neither of theſe arguments 
taken ſingly, confeſſedly proves any more than a 
total 
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: total deſtruction ; yet, when put together, they be- 
| come a ſubſtantial accumulative evidence of a final 
one; thus tho? each ſingle thread be weak, or ra- 


ther of no ſubſtance at all, yet when twiſted toge- 
ther they make a ſufficiently ſtrong cord. 
As we all love to be thinking of our betters, I have 
now and then amuſed myſelf with eſſay ing a ſearch 
| into the labyrinth of our author's thoughts upon 
| this ſubject, to find out (if poſſible I might attain 
5 thereto) how and by what ſteps he was led into this 
unlucky miſtake, that the Ina religion was fram- 
ed with a particular view of building Chriſtianity 
upon the ruins of the Temple. And as ſuſpenſe is 
| the moſt uneaſy ſtate of the mind, and moreover is 
| aggravated in fuch caſes as theſe by the ſenſe of a 
defeat, therefore in theſe kind of flights efpecially, 


. ſome hypotheſis is always framed for the mind to 
| reſt upon. Forced by this weakneſs, I fat down 
contented with the following concluſion, which 


though it may very likely not prove to be. the 
| +2» true ſolution of this inſuperable difficulty; yet the 
; reader will, I hope, ſee reaſon enough why I ſhould 
be induced to acquieſce in it. 
Firſt then it was eaſy to ent y- __ this opi- 
nion concering the perpetuity of the Fewi/b e piu 
| had been cel and confidently affirmed by fe. 
: veral of the ancient fathers of the Chriſtian church, 
| and even by the Jews themſelves. The fingular 
"indignation ſhewn in executing this vengeance gave 
this notion its principal rooting. In this ſituation 
of mind it was natural for the fathers both to ſearch 
and to find in the Prophets farther and fuller ſatisfac- 
tion in the point. Accordingly Dr. Hammond ob- 
ſerves, that all this (belief) ſeems to have foun- 


dation in the expreſs words of Daniel *, He hail 
mate it deſolate until the conſummation; which words 
' q Vide Hammond, in Rom x. 15. et Baſnage Hiſt, de Juifs, l. 1. 
1 Dan. ix. 27. 
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are . brought by our author for this very 
rpoſe.*, But his delicacy not rightly liking the 
ground on which this interpretation of that Pro- 
phecy was built, ſet his wits to work to provide 
another foundation, which lying deeper, and under 
the firſt ſhould give the building all that ſtrength 
and firmneſs which it wanted. In making this in- 
quiry it was obvious to remark, that the 7ewi/þ 
Temple-worſhip was framed expreſsly with a par- 
ticular view to the preſervation of their religion: 
Hence it was eaſy to collect, that this Temple-worſhip 
was framed with a particular view to the deſtruc- 
tion of that religion. Theſe things will appear to 
be naturally connected, when we conſider the all- 
comprehenſive mind of the infinitely-ſkilful archi- 
rect (who muſt neceſſarily have a complete view of 
his deſign from one end to the other) together with 
the peculiar ſingularity of the whole conſtitution of 
Oo * 2/003 
Thus far we ſee the work advanced without any 
ſtrain upon the inventive faculty. But another 
difficulty was yet behind, how to find out a way 
of connecting the neceſſary preſervation, of Chrit- 
tianity with hat deſtruction of Judaiſm : A diffi- 
culty fo great, that I am apt to think the deſign 
would have dropt here, had not that quickening 
ſhame which we all feel on any occaſion of having 
our wits baffled, now proved an irreſiſtible impulſe 
to riſque every thing rather than ſubmit to the re- 
proach. | | E 
In this extremity therefore we are not to won- 
der if we find an unexpected condeſcenſion ſhewn 
to the Mathematicians. The Poet tells us, that in 
extreme caſes, fas eſt et ab beſte doceri. Now it had 
happened very luckily for the purpoſe, that the 
great modern Father of the mathematics had in- 
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vented a new and curious way of improving that 
ſcience by a fiction; according to which quantities 
are ſuppoſed to be generated by the continual flux or 
motion of others. In the application of this me- 
thod it became neceſſary to conſider theſe quanti- 
ties, ſometimes in a naſcent, and at other times in 
an evaneſcent ſtate, by which ingenious contrivance 
they could be made either, continually to tend to 
and at laft abſolutely to become nothing, or vice 
ver ſa, according to the intention and occaſions of 
the Artiſt. Now by extending this noble invention 
to the two religions, it evidently appeared, that, 
from the time of the firſt coming of Chriſt, 
Tadaiſm entered into its evaneſcent ſtate, as on the 
other hand Chriſtianity did into a naſcent ſtate, by 
which means both being put into a proper flux, one 
was ſeen continually decaying, and the other conti- 
nually improving, till at laſt by the deſtruction of 
the Temple Fudaiſin actually vaniſhed and became 
nothing, and the Chriſtian religion then burſted 
out a perfectly generated Entity. This it can't be 
denied was a lucky hit; and there was this farther 
advantage attending it, that as the great author of 
the mathematical method of fluxions had for very 
good reaſons ſtudiouſly avoided giving any defini- 
tion of the preciſe magnitude of thoſe moments, by 
whoſe help he diſcovers the exact magnitude of 
the generated quantities, ſo our Author, by the ſame 
rule of application, and under the influence of the 
fame authority, was fairly excuſed from defining 
that preciſe degree of perfection and imperfection 
in which the two religions ſubſiſted, during the 
reſpective evaneſcent and naſcent ſtate of each, by 
the help of which he diſcovered the preciſe time, 
when Judaiſm was perfectly aboliſhed, and Chriſtie 
anity perfectly * | Y 

1 
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But we may well ſuppoſe, that the moſt alluring - 
charm in this extraordinary piece of ingenuity, was 
the creating of a new character by it: For queſtion- 
leſs he may now be juſtly tiled the great founder 
and inventor of the fluxionary method of theology. 
I am the more inclined to give into this opinion, 
that the thought of giving an air of probability to 
his ſcheme was taken from the mathematicians, as 
we ſee theſe gentlemen made the conſtant butts of 
his wit upon every occaſion that offers throughout 
this treatiſe; for it is well known to be no uncom- 
mon practice among very ingenious wits to abuſe 
thoſe moſt to whom they are moſt obliged. 

Thus we are arrived at the finiſhing ſtroke of the 
whole fabric: In which however the greateſt diffi- 
culty of all is ſtill ſeen ſtanding and unremoved. 
For all that has been hitherto produced reaches no 
farther than to a total deſtruction of the Temple, 
whereas it was a final one only that could ſerve his 

urpoſe. What was now to be done? to remove 
the obſtacle was not in the compaſs of man's wit: 
But having advanced with ſo much ſucceſs to the 
concluding point, all talk of receding was given to 
the winds; and if the mountain could not be clear- 
ed away, yet a proper pair of wings would enable 
him to fly over it. For this 5 big as it is, 
yet no notice is taken of it, that ſo under the cover 
of that ſilence the change might not be diſcerned 
by the reader, when he ſaw it roundly afferted to 
be evident, that a repugnancy in the coexiſtence of 
Judaiſm and Chriſtianity would require God's in- 
terpoſition to prevent the reſtoration of the Temple, 
or, which is the ſame thing, require the final de- 
ſtruction of the Temple; whereas, on the con- 
trary, it is notoriouſly evident, that this repugnancy 
in the co-exiſtence of the two diſpenſations conſiſts 
: wholly 
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wholly and ſoley in the limited and imperfect na- 
ture of the one, and the unlimited perfection of the 
other: In this ſenſe only it is, that the exiſtence 
of Fudaiſm is inconſiſtent with that of Chriſtianity 
and in this Senſe indeed the ſuppoſition of their co- 
Exiſtence is a contradiction; but then *tis notorious, 
that the exiſtence of this contradiction has no man- 
ner of relation to the meer exerciſe of the acts of 
the Fewiſh worſhip, and therefore can have no 
kind of dependance upon the ruin or reſtoration of 
the temple. In ſhort, this fancy of a neceſſary con- 
nexion between the Temple-edifice, and the being 
of Chriſtianity, puts one in mind of a like connexion, 
which the honeſt yeoman of Kent fancied there was 
between Tenterden ſteeple and Goodwin ſands. Up- 
on the whole we may ſafely conclude, that this 
pretended Chriſtianity which is of ſuch an unſub- 
ſtantial nature, that it muſt neceſſarily vaniſh at 
the reſtoration of the Temple, can be nothing elſe 
but a meer Ghoſt, conjured up by the force of our 
author's magical circle, drawn from the nature of 
the two diſpenſations to the Prophecies, and round 
about again from the Prophecies to the nature of 
the two diſpenſations. But if it be a Ghhaſt, it is 
evidently the Ghoſt of departed Fudaiſm. 

Here i. will no doubt be objected, that all this 
flighty pretence of diving into the conduct of our 
author's underſtanding upon this ſubject is very im- 
pertinent and licentious, and beſides the greateſt 
part of it is very ſilly. | | 

To this I reply, that I confeſs the truth of the 
charge, but deny the guilt of it; and I have good 
hopes of being fairly acquitred by my country when 
my meaning therein comes to be rightly under- 
ſtood. 


I 2 Let 
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Let it be known then, that the whole ſtory is 
little more than a fable or allegory, in which the 
literal conſtruction is contrived to {uit the allegori- 
cal application. Here our author by a very filly 
and ill-connected chain of weak reaſoning, has taken 
upon him to fathom the depth of God's conduct in 
the moral government of the world, to unfold the 
ſecret ſprings of his actions, and to dive into the 
Inmoſt receſſes of his counſels ; for what purpoſe ? 
to furniſh a pretence for advancing what was by 
others treated in the light of a ſpeculative opinion 
only, into a moſt eſſential and fundamental doc- 
trine of Chriſtianity. ©** The truth of which (he 
ſolemnly avers) © muſt ſtand or fall, with the ruin 
« or the reſtoration of the Temple at Jeruſalem ; 
<« for if that Temple (ſays he) ſhould be rebuilt for 
« the purpoſe of Fewiſ worſhip, Chriſtianity could 
« not ſupport its pretenſions z nor the Prophets nor 
« 7eſus the truth of their predictions a.“ Now this 
is a point which God has expreſsly declared to be 
among the ſecret things of his providence ; and it 
1s very remarkable that this very Jeſus ſmartly re- 
buked his Apoſtles (Unio whom it was given to 
know the myſteries of the kingdom, Mark iv. 11.) for 
barely aſking him the queſtion : Lord, wilt thou 
at this time reſtore again the kingdom to Iſrael ? And 
he ſaid unto them, It is not for you to know: the times 
or the ſeaſons, which the Father hath put in his own 
power, Acts i. 6, 7. Is he then juſtly provoked 
with a little impertinence of the like kind which 
comes from one of his fellow creatures? And does he 
think it a ſlight matter to tower up into the ſecret 
chambers of the Moſt High, and to ſtamp his own 
adulterate fancies with the image and ſuperſcription 
of God by the moſt daring preſumption ?—But the 
ſubject grows too ſerious ; and I would rather laugh 
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him than preach him out of his extravagant infa- 


tuation. 


In effect, if this doctrine of the final deſtruction 
of the Temple be ſo clearly revealed, and evident- 
ly deduced from Scripture, and at the ſame time of 
uch prime importance to the being of Chriſtianity 
as our author hath ſuggeſted ; then it muſt be a 
neceſſary fundamental article of the Chriſtian faith, 
and conſequently both the Creeds, as they ſtand 
at preſent in our Liturgy, are defective in this re- 
ſpe, for no ſuch article is to be found in either of 

em. On the contrary, they muſt unavoidably 
lead us into fundamental error on this head; for it 


is plainly ſuppoſed in both as they now ſtand, that 


this kingdom of Chriſt had its firſ# beginning 
while he was upon earth, and in conſequence of that, 
immediately after the aſcenſion, he is ſaid to be 
placed at the right-hand of God, that is, upon the 
throne of this kingdom; after which follows the 
article concerning the general judgment, 

This chaſm then ought undoubtedly to be filled 
up; which, with all due deference to my ſuperiors, 
may, I think, be done by inſerting into the larger 
or Nicene Creed ſome ſuch words as theſe : “ He 
&« aſcended into heaven, and fat at the right-hand 


<< of the Father. Whence be came in majeſty and 


«© power 1 judge the Jewiſh nation, when his king- 
% dom. bad its firſt beginning, and from thence be 
& Hall come in perſon to judge both ihe quick and 
« dead, whoſe kingdom ſhall have no ending. It 
will be likewiſe fitting that a proper day be ſet a- 

art for the celebration of this important Feſt:val, 
and a ſuitable Collect drawn up for the occation, 
whereby we may be annually put in mind to offer 


up our prayers to Almighty God, returning him 


our unfeigned thanks for railing his church out of 
1 the 
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the ruins of the Temple of Jeruſalem, and humbly 


beſeeching him that he would pleaſe to continue the 


ineſtimable bleſſing of this his kingdom upon earth, 
and ſo to watch over his mountain of Zion, as finally 
to prevent the reſtoration of that Temple for the 
purpoſe of Jewiſh worſhip. => 
Every body ſees that the prefent juncture is very 
favourable for making this new improvement, now 
the Calendar is to be altered in purſuance to the 
late act for changing the ſtyle ; and J hope the 
whole will be thought a proper ſubject for the care 
of thoſe ingenious and pious gentlemen, who are at 
preſent ſo /audably employed in reforming all parts 
of the Liturgy by their curious diſquiſitions. | 
Thus I have played all kinds of battery upon this 
airy caſtle ; I have tried both reaſon and ridicule 
to drive the projector out of it, and oblige him to 
give it up as indefenſible. In the execution of which 
if I have exceeded that proportion obſerved by 
our author in this part of his work; it muſt be re- 
membered, that the deſign of each undertaking 1s 
very different. He had taſked himſelf to main- 
tain an abſurdity ; but hat could be done only b 

hiding it. In this view we have obſerved the prin- 
cipal branch of it is abſolutely buried in deep 
filence, as the only cover ſufficient to conceal its 


enormity, and for the ſame purpoſe the reader's eye 


is prudently kept as ſhort a time as poſſible upon 
thoſe parts which are actually ſhewn to him. On the 
other hand, the deſign of this review is to drag fo 
abſurd a conceit fairly into the light, to give all its 
Iimbs their juſt ſize and magnitude, and to exhibit 


the folly and nonſenſe of the whole piece at full 


length. In ſhort not only to ſilence the ſpeech, 
but to ſhame the figure of this monſtrous birth. 


For the pretence of a clear and certain revelation 


of God's will and purpoſe not to ſuffer the Temple 
to 
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to be rebuilt for the uſe and exerciſe of the Few: 
religion, is the gro Peũdos, et Erroris Apolbedſis.— 
By this curious ſyſtem of extra- chriſtian polity mount 
Zion is feigned ſtill to be hallowed ground, or for 
ever to the Jews an accurſed thing. Hence the fiery 
eruption becomes a ſacred fire, and mounts ſtreight 
up into heaven: Here a new robe of this adulte- 
rate divinity is caſt round it, and being thus ſeated in 
glory, it is conſecrated a miracle; and a miracle too 
of ſingular importance, whoſe ſanctity is not to be 
prophaned or touched with unhallowed hands, nor 
even approached or looked into but with a reve- 
rential awe and an explicit faith. But now this 
cloak of falſe religion is fairly ſtript off, and the 
fact ſeen in its true and genuine ſimplicity, it is 
manifeſt our opinion concerning the nature of it 
muſt be determined by the ordinary rules of judg- 
ing in ſuch caſes; and the enquiry into it ac- 
cording to theſe rules, is the buſineſs of the remain- 
ing part of this work, 


Our author having thus boldly ventured to forge 
the hand of the Deity to a ſuppoſititious cove- 
nant of his own drawing, proceeds with the 
ſame ſpirit, to break open another ſeal of the 
book of the divine counſels, wherein he finds it 
revealed to him, that the , ſovereign diſpoſer of all 
events created the emperor Julian on purpoſe to 
provide himſelf an opportunity cf working the 
miracle of the Fiery Eruption. Here *, lays he, 
% we ſhall be forced to confeſs, that providence 
e ſeems to have raiſed up this extraordinary per- 
* ſon on ſet purpoſe to do the laſt honours to the 
religion of Jeſus : To ſhew the world what Hu- 
% man power, with all its advantages united, was 
„able to oppoſe to its eſtabliſhment.” 


a Pape 27. 


I 4 Queſtion- 


. Queſtionleſs it is very juſt and pious to àſeribe all 
events to the over-ruling providence of God, who 
does what be pleaſes in all. the world z but to point 
out the particular end which he has in view in any. 
ſingle inſtance is an undertaking always dangerous, 
and frequently preſumptuous, No doubt but Chriſt 
as King and Biſhop watches over his church witha 

ticular vigilance, and diſpoſes all things for the 
ſt to its real advantage; but to whom has he 
given to know the ſecret of his purpoſe in any 

ngle appointment? On the other hand, tis m 


to be obſerved, that whenever the cauſe of any pro- 


feſſed religion has been thought to be mainly ſuſ- 
tained, or greatly promoted by any particular event 
in the ordinary courſe of things, this overfond cre- 
dulity has often proved a b ſnare, not only to men 
of vertue and letters in the Pagan world, but alſo 
to Chriſtians of the greateſt learning and ſound 
piety, nay, and to ſuch too as have been eminently 


b There is not in all profane hiſtory a more diſtinguiſhed evi- 
dence of the truth of this obſervation than is ſeen in this very 
Emperor Fulian, who, in his reſtoring Paganiſm, fancied him- 
ſelf heaven's peculiar favourite appointed for that individual purs 
poſe. And in the Chriſtian world we ſhall find before the con- 
cluſion of this work, an equally illuſtrious inſtance of the ſame 
truth in the Author of Julian, who will be clearly ſeen to lay a 
like well grounded claim to a divine miſſion. 

The miſchief of this conceit is well expoſed by Father Paul, in 
his Hiſtory of the Council of rent, where that judiciqus author 
amply ſets forth the ſeveral arts employed by the papal Divan 
to ſecure a majority of ſuch voices in the council, as were firmly 
attached to the intereſts of the Holy See. Theſe devotees took 
care to do nothing without the eſpecial direction of the conclave. 
This point being ſecured, the infallib/e wicar was as careful on 
his fide to pronounce ex cathedra, that every decree of that coun- 


cil was dictated by the eſpecial guidance of the Holy Spirit. Up- 


on which the hiſtorian makes the following uſeful remark, that 
the council of Trent was directed by the extraordinary influence 
of the Holy Gnosr, Which Holy GrosT was conſtantly 
ſent thither twice a week in a CLOAK BaG from Rome. 


diſtin- 
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diſtinguiſhed for their judgments in ſubjects that lie 
within the reach of human knowledge, who have 


tial direction in ſuch events. FOR eee 08 
In the preſent caſe here lay their reſiſtibly alluring” 
bait. Julian was ſuch an heterogeneous animal, x 
compound of ſo many variouſly diſcordant oo 
as might eaſily be brought to give an air of proba- 
bility to any plot that ſhould be contrived for hint 
to execute againſt Chriſtianity. This being ob- 
ſerved, the buſineſs was preſently entered on. And 
as in dramatic performances the rule is to bring on 
the cataſtrophe by proper leading incidents; ſo the 
judgment of that method is followed in the preſent 
work, which being caſt into five parts or chapters, the 
work or foundation of all is very methodi- 
cally laid in the firſt part, by toſſing up a fiRitious 
decree of God againſt rebuilding the Fewiſh Tem- 
ple: A doctrine which diſpenſes its wonder- work- 
ing influence thro? every branch of this new crea- 
tion. But this decree, however indiſpenſably neceſ- 
ſary, yet was inſufficient alone without the help of 
other incidents to bring on the miraculous cataſ- 
trophe with any appearance of probability ; for the 
fact happened to be ſo unluckily circumſtanced in 
hiſtory, that the impiety of the attempt to rebuild 
the Temple in being barely contrary to the above- 
forged decree, would avail nothing without fixin 
a guilt ofa ſingularly deep dye upon the Attemptor. 
Accordingly the making and manufacturing of this 
tincture, and the dipping of the Emperor nine 
times therein, till he is clearly ſeen to be black 
enough for executing that Babel lite Impiely, which 
was ready cut out for him to act, is the buſineſs of 
this ſecond chapter, which ſets out in the following 
words, | 
. 


% 


A, 


There was a time when the powers of this 
world were all oppoſed to the progreſs of the 
« Goſpel ; and as they continued thus oppoſed for 
c ſome ages, it would have been a miracle as rare 
< az moſt of thoſe by which it was ſupported, if, 
< amongſt the various attempts to ſuppreſs and 
cc diſcredit it, there had not been a project formed 
<< to give the lie to thoſe Prophecies which de- 
& nounced laſting ruin and deſolation to the Fewifp 
* Temple.“ 2 I 17 N 
Here we ſee this project to give the lie to the 
Prophecies, is maintained in the ſtrongeſt terms to 
be an event that happened in the ordinary courſe of 
providence; and the following paragraphs are taken 
up in ſupporting this aſſertion. Where the at- 
tempts upon Chriſtianity are obſerved to be ſuch as 
were molt natural to the power of the Perſecutors, 
which incited thoſe Monſters to make uſe only of 
brutal force. And when Marcus Antoninus ©, ſuc- 


e Our author thinking, no doubt, it might be of ſervice to the 
Chriſtian cauſe, has ſtept a little out of his way to make a ſtricture 
upon a paſſage in Mr. Moyle (fee his Poft. Works, Vol. II. pag. 
274) where that gentleman ſays, it was the greateſt misfortune 
that could have befallen the Chriſtians to be perſecuted by ſo 
great and good a man. We ſhall know, ſays he, what to 
ce think of this obſervation, when we have conſidered how the 
*< caſe ſtood with the perſecuting Emperors. In this claſs we 
<< find on one fide Nero, Domitian, and the Maximiani ; on the 
„other Trajan, the Antonines, and Valerian. Had the perſe- 
* cutors been all like thoſe, the Deiſts would have ſaid, No won- 
der that force and violence had failed to root out the Chriſtian 
« ſet, when conducted by fach monſters as were hated both by 
Gods and men. Had the perſecutors on the contrary been all 
« like the latter, the Deiſts would then have ſaid, that the 
« Chriſtian practice muſt have been very wrong, or the impoſ- 
*© ture of their pretences very evident to provoke the reſentment 
« of Emperors ſo mild and wiſe.” 

Mr. Moyle's words which have this cenſure paſſed upon them, 
are preceded by obſerving, that “ the perſecution by Anton:ine 
was the only blemiſh of that Emperor's reign,” 'Tis evi- 
dent then the author had no deſign by the words in queſtion to 

ceeding 
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ceeding to the ſame power, made uſe of the like 
brutal. force, which ſeemed not to be natural to his 
Py $+-.7 | b 3 
throw any part of the blemiſh upon Chriſtianity., However it 
cannot be denied, that the advancement and propagation of the 
Chriſtian cauſe was particularly hurt by this perſecution ; where- 
as that by Nero (as Lord Sbafiſbury well ſuggeſts) was really an 
honour to it: And both theſe traths accord very well with' 
our author's remark on the preſent occaſion, **.that all the per- 
4. ſecutions, thro' the providence of that God who brings good. 
« out of evil, ended in the true advantage of religion.” A very, 
jaſt and pious remark ; in which too he has the honour of be- 
ng preceded by the jaſt mentioned Right: Honourable Perſon, 
who aſſerting the watchful care of the ſame good providence for 
the ſervice of natural religion (which is Chriſtianity's hand maid) 
rightly obſerves, that the perſecution of Socrates proved ir the 
end no injury to his cauſe ; but on the contrary, it flouriſhed 
the more by that means: that is in the language of the comment 
now before us, The event was enough to convince unpreju- 
*« diced men, that the care of providence was employed to ſhew, 
„ that matter, very foreign to the merits of the ca(e, ſet thoſe 
violent engines agoing whoſe iſſue it was diſcovered, would con- 
« yince the world that all its power was weakneſs, when oppoſ- 
ed to the eternal counſels of God.” Or in the more temperate 
Kyle of the genteel ſpirited nobleman, ** was fo far from hurt- 
« ing his (Socrate;'s) reputation, or ſuppreſſing his philoſophy, that 
they each increaſed the more for it: But as it cannot be fair. 
ly inferred from any thing that his Loraſbip has ſaid on this topic, 
that he did not think the proſecution of Socrates to be a perional. 
misfortune to that philoſopher ; ſo I think our author ought not 
to be charged with ſuggeſting it here as his opinion, that it was 
no particular misfortune to the Chriſtians to be perſecuted by Au- 
tonine ; for I dare ſay he will not deny that the ſenſe of ſuffer- 

ing from ſuch a hand, mult needs ſharpen the edge of their ſuf - 

ferings. 

| This Emperor remarked, that the Chriſtians ran upon death 
with a brutal obſtinacy; and it muſt be allowed their blind zeal 
in affecting martyrdom, gave too much room for this cenſure ; 
the truth of which is evident from their own accounts. Belides, 
Antonine, tho? a Stoic, is diſtinguiſhed in 1 1tory for the mildnets 
and clemency of his temper, in no wiſe inclined to cruelty. | 
Ammianus cou'd find no exemplar ſo fit as he to maik the ami- 
ableneſs of his favorite hero's diſpoſition, who, he tells us, Erat 
clemens ut Antoninus, lib. xvi; the fame is confirmed by Eutro- 
pius, who informs us likewiſe, that Julian expreſsly copied this 
Emperor, Marco Aatonino haud ebfimilis quem etiam æmulari 
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more humane diſpoſition. The objection is an- 


Twered by reſolving this unmanly conduct into a 


4. $tojcal pride (of which ſect, tis ſaid,” he was) 
that reſtrained his curioſity, and © would not ſuffer 
* kim to enquire into the merits of Chriſtianity, 


* tho? all were running eagerly to embrace it: by 


which means it happened according to the ordinary 
courſe of nature, that he knew no more of? rd 
true =” or the dependant eftabliſhment and. 
tickliſh conſtitution of . that religion, than the 


«© moſt ignorant of his courtiers.” And thus it 


came to paſs in a natural that the pro- 
Jett was not — by chat . A 
ſtanding the natural mildneſs of his temper. 

Julian was the firſt who got enough acquainted 
« with the Goſpel, to apply ſuch arms againſt it as 
< muſt have ended in its ruin, had it been nothing 
ce more than what he affected to think it a human 
<« invention.” His attempt therefore is ſuppoſed to 
be the natural conſequence of his knowledge of the 
Chriſtian religion. Thus by an hiſtorical deduc- 
tion this project by Fulian is ſhewn to ſtand in the 


fudebat, lib. x. cap. 8. The likeneſs conſiſted evidently in a 
eongenial philoſophic moderation and love of learning; for he 
did not follow y var hrs example in putting the ſanguinary 
laws in execution, as this author himſelf in the ſame para- 
graph aſſures us: Nimius religione Chriſtianæ inſectalor, perinde 
tamen ut a cruore abſlineret. 

It was the want of that Chriſtian virtue which teaches to 
avoid perſecution, by all prudential methods, that is ſtyled by. 
this Emperor [M. Antonine] +11 % ti, a meer perverſeneſs 
without judgment, and void of ſenſe, Jib. xi $3. A reproach that 
is very conſiſtent with the obſervation of Ammianus Marcelli- 
zus Concerning the true martyrs: Qui deviare à religione com- 
pulli pertulere cruciabiles pœnas ad uſque glorioſam mortem, inte- 
merata fide pregreſi nunc martyres atpellantur, lib. xx11. c 11. 
where the hiſtorian expreſsly ſpeaks of ſuch only as were 
compelled, and not of thoſe who offered themſelves voluntiers, 
to undergo the moſt cruel torments even to death itſelf in- 
flicted by their perſecutors. 


#" *%" + * 


x 
* 


fiery Eruption at Jeruſalem. 41 
fame relation to providence with the attacks of Hls 
perſecuting eceſſors; and the whole ſeries of 
the perſecutions is declared to have fallen in the 
ordinary courſe of things, ES Re 
It can hardly eſcape the reader's notice, that this 
remark could not be omitted by our author on ac- 
-count of its uſefulneſs in deres not barely the 
truth, but the obvious clearneſs of the pretended 
repugnancy in the co-exiftence of Chriſtianity, with 
the teſtoration of the Temple; ſince nothing hin- 
dered the perſecuting Emperors from attacking 
Chriſtianity on this ſide, but their ignorance of its 
nature, which ignorance was, we are told, unavoid- 
able in the natural courſe of things; and as ſoon 
as one of them came to underſtand this religion, it 
-was as much in the nature of things for him to ſet 
about rebuilding the Jewiſh Temple. | 
But that turn being now ſerved, the ſcene ſhifts, 
Julian immediately ſtarts up in a different dreſs, 
and is brought upon the ſtage in the character of 
an inſtrument appointed by an extraordinary att of 
providence, on ſet purpoſe to form this unexampled 
roject: And it is urged we muſt be forced to ac- 
— * that the project ſeems to have taken its 
riſe from a particular deſignation. Whence it is 
evident we muſt neceſſarily conclude, that it did 
not happen in the ordinary courſe of providence; and 
conſequently by the force of the precedent argu- 
ment we are directed juſtly to deem it a miracle, 
and „ a miracle as rare as moſt of thoſe by which 
«« Chriſtianity was ſupported 3”? fo that the attempt, 
it ſeems, was as much a miracle as the defeat. 
Here then we have a miracle now firſt of all 
diſcovered ; the glory of which invention we muſt 


be forced to aſcribe ſolely to the very Thi heat 


of the author's thaumaturgic genius. is was a 
divine inter poſition which none of the fathers were 


able 


ES 3 of the , martyrs 
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2 fen times repeated, and as often by by che bloo * 
victorioully repelled Fon 
£ «which he obſeres, that * tho' this may be juſtly. 
4 reckoned agg the remarks of its divinity.; 
« yet. it muſt be.owned, that brutal force was | 
4 not the moſt ariful or dangerous way of 5 
ing the ruin, even of what they tho 85 a 
RT — human contrivance.” Now if this be 
, hy not the likelieſt way to ruin a meer human fyſtem 3 
it is evident the want of ſucceſs againſt "Chriftia- 
*nity in this way, cannot be juſtly thought a proof 
B oft the divinity of that religion. So eaſy it is for a 
| Agenius t to make and unmake, and do what he 
+ © "pleaſes in the viſionary world of unreal miracles : - 


"A world which, like the natural and viſible one, is 


Tally and completely hung upon nothing. 


3 Julian being now in a very extraordinary new 
way, appointed by the firſt diſpoſer of all things to 
act his part upon the great theatre of the world, as 
it is here laid out by the manager; we ſee him pre- 
ſented in a character ſuitable to this part which, 

how unlike ſoever it may be to the Perſon for 
whom it is drawn, yet thus much is certain, that 
in the execution of it the Artiſt has not failed of 
giving us his own, as will plainly appear when we 

"come to compare it with the true original. But this 
we ſhall reſerve to be examined in the next part of 

5 . our Review. ( T5 
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